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TO THE READER. 



Reader, 

Ol3*are here prefented with abooi, which was written 
many years before the, name of jMbthodifm was known in 
the world*, which it may he proper to remind you of in or- 
der 'to remove any unreafonable prejudice arifing from that 
quarter* What I would recommend to you is, to read it 
with Mention, examination, and prayer, lfo4he mofl effeclual 
method you can take to render it a bleffing t* your own foul. 
The author feenu to have made ufe of every prffible argument 
to win upon your ingenuity, to awaken conference, and to di- 
reft you in the way everla/ling. 

I charge you, as in the prefence of the living God, now to 
do your part, and give it a faithful reading i I leg of you, 
by every endearing motive of love and affetlion to your preci* 
cus and immortal foal, that you will look upon this book as 
calculated tq promote your prefent and everlafling happinefss 
and I beg of God that he would be pleafed fo to accompany 
your reading of it with his divine and heavenly grace, as to 
afford you matter of thank/giving, gratitude, andpraife; fa 
his holy name, for ever and ever, 

Man, by nature and praclice, is a firmer before God; a 

charge of guilt isfajlened upon him: this, in words, 4>e red* 

dily acknowledges; but being blinded with prejudice, and 

having wrong conceptions both of»th'c nature of God and fin ^ 

he flatter s himf elf that all will be well at hfl, and that a 

merciful God will not finally condemn him ; this lulls him 
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VI tO' THE READER. ^ 

ajleep in Satan 9 * arms, and mates bimfeeure and tafy under ' 
ell the denunciations of God's wrath againfthim. 

One grand dejign of fhe author in this hoot is, to difpel 
that grofs darlnefs, to reffify thofe falfe conceptions he ha* 
of God and Jin, and to convince him that notwitbfianding all 
hie vain pretenfipns, without true repentance, the fentence of 
wrath ftands in full force ogainfl himJML 

Jefus Chrifiisfetfortbinfcripture as the Saviour of Jn- 
ners 9 the helper of the hdplefs; the only fur e bottom upen 
which man is to anchor the hope of eternal falvation. , 7# 
this Lord and Saviour is the awakened Jinntr direQedin this 
hoot: a free and \afuU falvation is offered him under every 
pojphle qffurance, that if he clofes with it, his fins Jhatt he 
pardoned, bis perf on and future fervices accepted; and, from 
being a brand of hell, be Jhall become an heir of eternal glory* 

Reader, the former eharaBer either is or has been thine 
0<wn t if it is ihineat this prefent reading, remember thy dan- 
ter; tate the alarm* and flee from the wrath Income: If it 
has been thine formerly, and thou art truly converted to God 
by Jefus Chrift, give him all the glory, rejoice in the' happy 
exchange, wall worthy of thy high calling, and thou art 
nude forever* 

>. . Thy rtady fcrrint in the LO RD. 
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AN • 

ADMONITION 

TO 

Unconverted Sinners, &c. 

jfn' earneft Invitation to Sinners to return to God, in order* 
to their eternal Salvation* 

DEARLY beloved and longed-for, I gladly acknow- , 
ledge my ft If a debtor to you all, and am concern- ' 
ed, as I would be found a good fteward to the houf- 
hold of God, to give to every one his portion : but the 
phyfician is moft folicitous for thofe patients, whofe 
cafe is moft doubtful and hazardous ; and the father's 
bowels are efpecially turned towards his dying child: 
The numbers of unconverted fouls among you, call 
for my moil earneft companion and haily diligence 
to pluck them out of the burning, Jude 23. And there- 
fore to thefe firft I (hall apply myfelf in thefe lines. 
, But whence fhall I fetch my argument? or how {hall 
I chopfe my words? Lord, wherewith mall I woo 
them? wherewith fhall I win them?jQ that I could 
but tell! I would write unto them in tears, I would 
weep out every argument, I would empty my veij» 
for ink, I would petition them on my knees, verSy 
(were I able) I would: O how thankful would I be if 
they would be prevailed with to repent and turn ! 

" But, Lord, how infufficient am I for this work': 
I have been many a year wooing 'for .thee,, but the 
damfel woujd not go with me: Lord, what a talk 
hast thou fet me to do I Aks, wherewith {hall I 
pierce the Ycalcs. of Leviathan,- or make the heart to 
feel that's hard as ftone, <fcard as a piece of nether 
miflftone! Shall I go and lay my mouth to the 
{rave, and look wjtan the dead will obey me and 



8 An Invitation to Sin n e r s 

come forth? Shall I make an oratidn to the rocks, 
or declaim to the mountains, and think to mote 
them with arguments? Shall I give the blind to 
fee? From the beginning of the world was it not 
heard that a man opened the eyes of the blind ; but 
thou, O Lord, canft pierce the fcales and prick the 
heart of the finner: I can but moot at rovers, and 
draw the bow at a venture, but do thou direcV the 
arrow between the joints of the harnefs, kill the 
fin, and fave the foul of a finner that cads his eyet 
on thefe labours." 

Brethren, I befeech you fuffer friendly plain nefir 
and freedom with you in your deepeft concernments. 
I am not playing the orator, to make a learned fpeech' 
to you, nor drefling my difh with eloquence where- 
with to pleafe you; thefe lines, are upon a weighty 
errand indeed, namely, to convince and convert, and 
to fave you* I am not baiting my hook with rhetoric, 
nor fifhing for your applaufe, but for your fouls. My 
work is not to pleafe you, but to fave you : nor is my 
bufioefs with your fancies, but your hearts : If I have 
not your hearts, I have nothing. If I were to pleafe 
your ears I could sing another fong: If I were to 
preach myfelf I would ftecr another courfe; I could 
then tell you a fmoother tale; I would make you pil- 
lows, and fpeak you peace; for how can Abab love his 
Michalak, that "always prophesies evil concerning 
him?" I Kings xxiu 8. But how much abetter are the 
wounds of a friend than the fair fpeeches of an har- 
lot who flattereth with her lips, till the dart ftrike 
-through the liver, and hunteth * for the precious 
life?" Vrov. vii. 21, 22, 23 and vi. 16. If I were to 
quiet a crying infant, I might fing to him a pleafant 
fong, and rock him afleep! but when the child is fal- 
len into the^fire, the parent takes another courfe; he 
will not go to ftill him with a fong or a trifle. I know, 
if we fpeed not with you, you are loft ; if we cannot 
get your confent to "arife and come away," you pc- 
rifli for ever: No. converfion, and no falvation: I 
muft get your good- will, or leave you miferable. 

But here the difficulty of my work again recurs up- 



. to return to Gob. 9 

m me, " Lord, choofe my (tones out of the brook," 
j Sam. xvii. 40, 45. u I come in the name of the Lord 
of hafts, the God of the armies of IfraeL" I come 
forth like the ftripling David, to wreftle, lt not with 
fleih and' blood, but with principalities and powers, 
and rulers of the darknefs of this world," Eph. vi. 
12. This day let the Lord fmite the Rhiliftine, and 
fpoil the ftrong man of his armour, and give me 
to fetch off. the captives out of his hand:" Lord, 
choofe my words, choofe my weapons for me; and 
when I put my hand into the bag, and take thence a 
ftone and flingit, do thou carry it, to the mark, and 
make it fink, not into the forehead, 1 Sam, xvii. 49. 
but the heart of the unconverted (inner, and fmite 
him to the ground, with Saul in his fo happy fall,' 9 
Acts. ix. 4* Thou haft fent me ,as Abraham • did his fer- 
vant, " to take a wife unto my mafter thy Son," Gen. 
zxiv. 4. but my difcouraged foul is ready to fear "the 
woman will not be willing to follow me: O Lord 
God of my mafter, I pray thee fend me good fpeed 
this day, and (hew kindnefs to my master, and fend 
thine angel before me, and profper my way, that I 
may take a wife unto thy Son," Gen. xxiv. 12. that 
as thy servant "refted not tilT he -had "brought Ifaae 
and Rebecca together, fo I may be fuccefsful to bring 
Christ and the fouls of my people together before 
we part." 

But I turn me unto you. Some of you do not know 
what I mean by Converfion, and ia vain (hall I perfuade* 
you to that which you do not underftand ; and there- 
fore for your lakes I (hall (hew what tb'u Convcrfion is* 
Others do cheriih fecret hopes of mercy, though they 
continue as they are; and for them I muft (hew the 
NeceJJity of Converfion. Others are like to harden 
themfelves with a vain conceit tnat they are convert- • 
ed already; unto them I muft (hew the marks of the 
Unconverted. Others becaufe they feel no harm, fear 
none, and fo deep upon the top of the maft; to them 
I (hall (hew the miferics o£ ^^Unconverted. Others 
(it (till, because they fee not their way out; to them 
I (hall (hew the Mean* of Converfion, And finally, for 
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the quickening of all, I {hall clofe with the Motive* t* 
Convcrfion. 



C H A P. I. 

Shewing in the Negative what Con version is not, and 
correcting fome mifiakes ufout it* 

LET the blind Samaritans worfhip they know not 
what, John iv. 22. let the heathen* Athenians fu* 
perfcribe their altar, "Unto the unknown God," Acls 
xvii. 23, they that know man's conftitution, and £he 
nature of the human foul's operation, cannot but know, 
that the underftanding having the empire in the foul, 
he that will go rationally to work, mud labour to let 
in the light here. Now that I may cure the mifiaket 
of fome, who thiink they are converted when they are 
not, as well as remove the 1 troubles and fears of others, 
that think they are not converted when they are; I 
(hall {hew you the nature of converfion, both nega? 
tively, or what it is not ; and positively what it is. 
We will begin wvh the Negative, 
I," It is not the taking upon us the profeJOGon of 
Chriftianity." Doubtlcfs chriftiaaity is more than a 
name. _ If we will hear Paul, it lies not in word, but in 
L power, 1 Cor. iv. 26. If to ceafe to be Jews and Pagans 
and to put on the Chri&iaft profeffion, had been trut 
converfW, who better Christians than they of SarJit 
and Lfiodieea? Thefe were all Chriftiaas by profes* 
fion, and had a name to live; but becaufe they had 
but a name, are condemned by Christ, and threaten* 
ed to be fpewed out, gev. iii* 1 . 16. Arethere not ma« 
ny that mention the name of the Lord Jesus, and yet 
depart not frcm iniquity? 2 Tim. ii. . 19. and "profefs 
they know God, but in works they deny him?' Titus 
i. 1 6. And will God receive thefe for true converts, be* 
cause turned to the Cfcriftian religion? What! con* 
verts from An, when yet they do live in fin? it is a vi- 
able contradiction. Surely if th*' lamp of profeflwa 
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would have ferved the turn, the foolifti virgins had ne- 
Tcr been fhut out Mat. xxv. i?. We find not only pro- 
fcflbra, but preachers of Christ, and Wonder-work- 
ers, turned off becaufe evil- workers* Mat. vii. 22. 23 
2. "It is not the being wafhed in the laver of rege- 
aeration, or putting on the badge of Christ is 
baptifra." Many take the prefs-money, and wear 
the livery of Christ, that yet never ftand to their 
colours, nor follow their leader, Annamas^ and Sap* 
fhira and Magus y were bap ti fed as well as the reft. 

Friends and brethren, " Be not deceived, God is not 
mocked," Gal. vi. 7. Whether it be your baptifm, 
or whatever elfe that you pretend, I tell you from the 
Irving God, that if any of you be prayerlefs perfons, 
Or unclean, or malicious, or covetous or riotous, or a 
feoffer, or a lover of evil company^ Prov. xiii. 20. in a 
word, if you are not holy, ftricfc and felf-denying 
Chriftians, Heb. xii. 14. Mat. xvi. 24. you cannot be 
faved, except you be transformed by a further work 
upon you, and renewed again by repentance. 

3. ** It lies not in a moral righteoufnefs," This ex- 
ceeds not the righteoufnefs of the Scribes and Phari- 
fees, and therefore cannot bring us to the kingdom of 
God, Mat. v, 2 o. Paul while unconverted, "touching 
the righteoufnefs which is in the law was blame- 
kfa." Phil. iii. 6. Nofle could fay, "black is thine 
eye." The felf-jufticiary could fay, " I am no extor- 
tioner, adulterer, unju ft, &c. Luke xviii. ft. Thou 
mux have fomething more than all this to fliew, or elfe 
however thou raayeft juftify thyfelf. God will con- 
demn thee. I condemn not moraltiy, but warn you 

, not to reft here; piety includes morality, as chrif- 
tianity doth humanity, and grace rcafon; but we muft 
not divide the tables. • 

4. "It confifts not in an external conformity to the 
rules of piety." It is too manifeft men may. have a , 

- form of godlinefs without the power, 2 Tim. iii. 5. 
Men may pray long, Mat- xxiti 14. and faft often, 
Luke xv iir. 12, and hear gladly, Mark vi 2* and be ve- 
ry forward in the fervice of God, though coftly and 
cxpenfive, I/aiab i. 11. and yet be ftrangers to Con- 
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wrfion. They muft have more' tb plead for them* 
felves, than that they keep their church, give alms, 
and make ufe of prayer, to prove themfelves found 
converts. No outward fervice b'ut a' hypocrite may do 
it, even to the " giving all his goods to feed the poor, 
-and his members to the fire." i Cor. xiii. 3. 

5. " It lies not in the chaining up of corruption by 
education, human laws, or the force of incumbent 
affliction." It is too common and cafy to miftake 
education for -grace; but if this were enough, who a 
better man than Jehoash? While Jebotadab his uncle 
lived, he was very forward in God's fervice, and calls 
upon him to repair the houCe of the Lord, 2 Kings xii. 
2,7. but here was nothing more than good education 
all this while: for Hfcen'bis good tutor was taken 6ut 
of the way r he appears, to have been but a wolf chain- 
ed up, and falls to idolatry. 

6 In (hort, " It confifts not in illumination or con- 
viction, not in a fuperficial ' change or partial refor- 
mation." Felix may tremble under conviction, Acts 
xxiv, 25. and a Herod amend many things, Mark vi. 
20. It is one thing to have (in alarmed only by con- 
victions, and another to be captivated and crucified by 
converting grace. Many, becaufe they have been 
troubled in confeience for their fins, think well of 
their cafe, miferably mi flaking conviction for con- 
version: With thefe Cain might have paffed for a 
convert," who ran. up and down the world like a jnan 
dift rafted, under the rage of a guilty confeience, till 
with building and bufinefs he had worn it away, Gen. 
iv. 1 3, 14? Others think, that becaufe they have givea 
over their riotous courfes, and are broken off from e- 
vil company, or fome particular luft, and reduced to 
fobriety and civility, cthey are now no otker than real 
converts : forgetting that there is a vaft difference be- 
tween being fan&ified and civilized: and that many 
feek to enter into the kingdom of heaven, Luke xiii 24, 
and are not far from it," Mark xii. 34. and arrive to 
the altnoj} of chriftanity, Acts xxvi. 28. and yet fall (hort 
at laft. Whilft confeience holds the whip over them, 
■aauy will pray, hear, ready and forbear their delightful 
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•fins; but no foontr is the lion afleep, than they are a^ 
their vomit again. — Who more religious than the Jewt, 
"when God's hand was upon them j Pfalrn lx x viii. 34, 35. 
yet no fooner was the affii&ion over, but they forgot 
~God, and (hewed their religion to be a fit, vert 36, 37. 
Thou mayeft have difgorged a troublefotne fin, that will 
not fit eafy on thy iftomach, arid yet not have changed 
thy fwinifh nature all the while. 

You may caft the lead out of the rude mafs into tht 
more comely proportion of a plant, and then into the 
ihape of a bead, and thence into the form and features 
of a man, yet all the while it is but lead (till: To a man 
May pafs through diverfe tranf mutations, from ignorance 
to knowledge, from profanenefs to civility, thence to 
a form of religion; and all this wl#Le he is but carnal and 
Ainregenerate, whilft his nature remains unchanged. 

ApixicATroN. " Hear then, O finaers, hear as yod 
would live, fotrome and hear," Ifa h $. Why would 
you fo willingly deceive- yourfelves, or build your hopes 
.^tpon the fand ? I know he mail find hard work of it that 
goes to pluck away your hopes; it cannot but be un- 
grateful to you, and truly it is not pleating to me. I fet 
about it as a furgeon when to cut off a putrified member 
from his well beloved friend, whjch of force he mull do, 
though with an aching heart, a pitiful eye, and a treinb- 
/ ling hand But underftand me, brethren, I am only 
■ taking down the ruinous houfe (which will otherwise 
fpeedily fall of itfelf, and bury you in the rubbtfh) that I 
may build it fair, firm and ftrong for ever «* The hope 
of the hypocrite (hall peri(h," Prov. xi. 7. if*GoD be 
true to. his word. And hadftnot thou better, O (inner, 
to let the word convince thee now in time, and let go thy 
falfe and (elf-deluding hopes, than have death too late 
to open thin*, eyes, and find thyfelf in hell before thou 
art aware ? I mould be a falle and faithlefs fbepherd, if I . 
<o\ild not tell you/that you, who have built your hopes 
upon no better grounds than thefe before mentioned, 
fire *yet in your fins.x Let your conference fpeak ; what 
is it that you have to plead for yourfelves? Is 16 that you 
wear Christ's livery ? that you bear his name? that you 
are of the vifible .church? that you have knowledge in, 
s 



14 Mistakes about Co n v e a s 10 JT . 

the points of religion, are civilized) perform religious <ta« 
ties, are jud in your dealings, have been troubled in con- 
ference for your fins? I tell you from the Lord, thefe 
£>lcas will never be accepted at God's bar: all this, 
though good in itfelf, will not prove you converted and 
fo will not fuffice to our falvation. 1 Look about you,,, 
and bethink yourfelves of returning fpeedily and foundly. 
Set to praying, and to reading, and ftudying your own 
Cleans: reft not till God hath made thorough work with 
you ; for ye muft be other men, or elfe are loft men. 

. But if thefe be fhort of converfion, what /hall I fay of 
the prophane (inner? It may be, he will fcarce caft his 
•eye or lend his ear to this difcourfe ; but i£ there be any 
fuch reading, or within hearing, he muft know from the 
Lord that made hiro* that he is far from the kingdom of 
God. May a man be civilized and not converted j where 
then (hall the drunkard and glutton appear? May a man 
keep company with the wife virgins, and yet be (hat 
out ; (hall not " a companion of fools much more be de- 
stroyed? Prov. xiii 20. May a man be true and juftin 
his dealings, and yet not be juftified of God ? what then 
will becomejof thee, O wretched man, whofe confeience 
tells thee thou art falfe in thy trade, and falfe to thy 
word, and makeft thy advantage by a lying tongue? If 
men may be enlightened and brought to the performance 
of holy duties, and yet go down to perdition for refting 
in them, and fitting down on this fide of converfion.; what 
will become of you, O miferable families, that live with- 
out God in the world? and of you, wretched finnera, 
with whom God is fcarce in all your thoughts; that are 
fo ignorant that you cannot, or fo carelefs that you will 
jiot pray? O repent and be converted; " break off your 
fins by righteousnefs," away to Christ for pardoning 
and renewing grace; give up yourfelves to him, to walk 
with him in holinefe; or elfe you (hall never fee God. O 
that yoti would take the warnings of God! In his name 
I once more admonifli you; «• Turn you at my reproof," 
Prov. i 23. " Forfake the fooli(h, and live," Prav, 
ix« 6. «*Be fobcr, righteous, godly," 77/. ii. 12. 
" Wafti your hands, ye finners; purify your hearts, ye 
doubk-minded," Jam* iv. 8. •• Ceafe to do evil, learn 
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to do weB," I/a. i. 16. 17. *« But if you will go or, you 
mud die," Ezch. xxxiii 1 1. 

CHAP. IL 

Shewing pojitively what Con firs roir is- 

1M AY not leave you with your eyes half open, as he 
that " that faw men as trees walking " Mark viii. 
24. The word is, " profitable for do&rine as well as 
reproof," 2 Tim, iii. 16 And therefore, having thus 
far conduced you by the fhelves and rocks of fo many 
dangerous miftakes, I would guide you at hngth into the 
harbour of truth. 

Converfion then, in fhort, lies in the thorough change 
both of the heart and life: I fhall briefly defcribe it in , 
its nature and caufes. 

1 . " The author is the Spirit of God :" and therefore 
k isjcalled the fan&ification of the Spirft, ,, 2 Thess, ii. 
13, and " the renewing of the Holy Ghoft," Tit. iii. 5. 
yet not excluding the other perfons in the Trinity; for, 
l he Apoftle teacheth us to blefs "the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, for that he hath begotten us again,'* 
I. Pet i. 3. and Christ is faid to give u repentance un- 
to Ifrael," ji8s. v. 31. ^and is called "the Everlafting 
Father," Ifa ix* 6 and we his feed, and "the children 
which God hath given him," ffeh. ii 13. Ifa. liii. 10. 
O blefTed birth, the whole Trinity fathers the new crea- 
ture: yet this work is principally afcribed to the Holy 
Ghoft, and So we are faid to be "born of the Spirit," 
Jobnm. 8. 

So then it is a work above man's power: "We are 
born, not of the will of the flefh, nor of the will of man, 
bat of God,!' John i. 13. Never think thou canft eon- 
vert thyfelf; if ever thou would ft be favingly converted, 
thou muft defpair of doing it in thy own ftrength. It is* 
a refurre&ion from the dead, Rev. xx 5. Ephes ii 1, a 
new creation, Gal. vi. 15 Ephes, ii. 10. a work of abfo* 
lute omnipotence, Ephes. i. 19. Are thefe out of the 
reach of human power? If thou haft no more than thow 
badft by the firil birth, a good nature, a meek and chad* 
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tamper* kc. thou art a very ftranger to true convcrfion^ 
this is a fuper natural work. 

2 . " The moving caufc is internal and external. The 
internal mover is onjy free grace."* Not by works of 
righteoufnefs which we have done, but of his own mercy 
he faved us, and by the renewing of the Holy Ghoft,"- 
Titus iii. 5. " Of his own will begat he us " James i. 18; 
We are chofen and called unto fan edification, Eph. i. 4. 

How affectionately doth Peter lift up his hands!* 
•* Blefled be the God and Father of our Lord Jefus, who 
of his abundant mercy hath begotten us again," 1 Pet* i. 
3. How feelingly doth Paufmagnify the free mercy of? 
God in it! " God who is rich in mercy, for his great 
love wherewith he loved us, hath quickened us together 
with Christ: by grace 'ye are faved;" Ephet. ii. 4. 5 

" The eternal mow is the merit and interceffion of the 
blefled Jefus " " He hath obtained gifts for. the rebels 
lious," Pfalm lxviii. 18. and through him it is that God 
worketh in us, what is well-pleafing in his fight, Heb^ 
xiii. 21. Through him. are all fpirituai bleflings bellow- 
ed "upon us in heavenly things, Ephet i. 3. He intercede 
ed for them that believed not, John xvii 20. Fvery con- 
vert is the fruit of his travail, Ifa, liii. 11 O never was 
infant born into the world with that difficulty that 
Christ endured for us£< How. emphatically be groaned, 
in hid travail! All the pains that he fuffercd on his crofs, 
they were ourbirth-pain«,^jr ii. 74 "ordinas" the pull*.- 
and throes that Chust endured for us. He is made 
falsification to us, 1 Cor. i. 30. He fanc~ttfied himfclf^ 
(that is, ftt apart himfclf as a. fecrjfice). tha.t we maybe 
fanctificd. John xviir 19. We are fan&fficd "through. 
*he offering of his body once for all*" ffeh. x. io- 

3. *' The inilrument is either perfonal or real." The. 
perfonal is the rainiftry. "I lnu$e begotten you in 
Christ through the gofpel," 1 Coif, iv 15: Christ's 
<hini iters are they that arc feht to open men's eyes, and> 
to tarn them to God, jifts xxvi 18. 

•• The inftrument real i3 the word." We were begot* '. 
ten by the word of v truth: this is it that enlightens the.* 
eye, that converteth the foul, Pfalm xix. 7 8. that mak* 
t.th wife to falyation, % Tim iii. ij.Thisisthe. incorrupt. 
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tiblc feed by which we are born again, I Pet, i. 23. If 
ve are warned, it is by the word, Ephes* v. %6. If we 
are fan&ified it is through the truth, John xvii. 17. 
This generates faith, and regenerates us, -Rom. x. 17. 
James I 1 8. 

O ye faints, how mould ye love the word! for by thi* 
ye have been converted. O ye finners, how' fhould ye 
ply the word! for by this you muft be converted; no 
other ordinary means but this You that have felt its re- 
newing power, make much of it while you live, be for ever 
thajakful for it; tie it about your necks, write it upon 
your hands, lay it in your bofoms, Prov. vi 21 22. 
When you go let it lead you y when you fleep let it keep 
you;, when you wake, let it talk with you. Say with 
holy DaviJ " I will never forget thy precepts, for with, 
them thou had quickened me," Pfalm, cxix. 93. You 
that are unconverted, read the word with diligence, flock 
to it where powerfully preached, fill the porches as the 
- multitude of the impotent, blind, halt, withered, waiting 
for the moving of the water, John v; 3. Pray for the 
coming of the fpiritin the word): Come off thy knees 
to the Sermon, and come to thy knees from the Sermon v 
The feed doth not profper, becaufe not watered by* 
prayers and tears nor covered by meditation. 

4. f The final caufe is man's falvationj and GodV 
glory.". We are chofen through fan edification to falva- 
tion, 2 Theft ii. 13. called that we might be glorified* 
R&m. viii. 30. but efpecially that God might be glorified,.. 
If a. lx 21- that we fhould fhew forth his praife, 1 Pet.Au 
9 and be fruitful in good works.' Col L. io. O Chriilian ! 
do not forget the end of thy calling;.. let thy light fhine, 
Mqft^v. 16. let thy lamp burn, let thy fruits be good,, 
and many, and in feafon, Pfalm i. 3 . let all thy defigns 
fall in with God's, that he may be magnified in thee, Phil, 
i ic. " . 

5. u The fubjeft is the true believer, and that in all his 
parts and powers, members and mind." Converfion is 
no repairing of the old building: but it takes. all down 
and erec\s a new flru&ure. It is not the putting in a 
patch, or fewing on a lift of holinefs ; but, with the true 
convert, holinefs is Woven into all his powers, principles, . 

1.2 
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and pra&ice. The finccre Chriftian if quite a new fabrick*.' 
from tbe fandation to tbe top ftone all new. He is a. 
new man, ,£/£*/. iv. 24 a new creature. " All thing*, 
are become new/ 9 2 Cor. r. 17* Conversion if a deep 
work, a heart woriv AGs \u 37. and vi. 14, it turns all 
uptime down, and makes a man be in- a new world. It 
goes throughout with men, throughout the mind,, 
throughout the members, throughout the motions of the 
whole life. 

I . " Throughout the mind/ 9 It makes an univerfal 
change within* Firft it turns the balance of the judg- 
ment, fo that God and his glory do weigh down all carnal 
»;nd worldly intercft, Asis xx. 24. Phil i. 2c. Pfalm- 
Ixxiii. 2J. It openf the eye of the mind, and makes the t 
fcalef ofits native ignorance to Ml off, and "turns men ' 
from darknefs to Tight/' Ads xxjri* 1 8. Eph. iii. 8. 
1. Pet. is. 2* The man that before faw no danger in his 
condition, now concludes himfelf loft, and forever undon<y 
Jiff* ii, 37. except renewed, by the power of £race He 
that formerly thought there, was little hurt in fin, now. 
comet to fee it to be the chief of evils: /he fees the un- 
reafonablencfs, the unrighteoufnefs, the deformity and. 
fjthinefs that is in fin, 10 that he is affrighted with it, 
loathes it, dreadf it, flees it, and. even abhors himfelf for. 
it, Rom vii. \%.Job xlii. 6. £%ct. xxxvi. 31. 

Now, according to this new light, the man if of ano- 
ther mind, another judgment than before he was: now. 
God is all with. him, he hath none "in heaven or on earth 
like him/ 1 Pfolm Ixxiii. 25. He prefers him truly bcr 
fore all the world} his favour is his life, the light of his 
countenance if more than corn, or wine and oil, the good, 
that .formerly, he enquired after, and fet his heart 
tipQn> PJalm iv 6, 7. Thif is the convert's voice > •• The 
Lord is my portion, faith my foul* whom have 1 in hea* 
ven but thoer And there is non£ upon earth that I defire. 
befides thee. God if the ftrength of my heart and my 
portion for ever," PJalm Jxxiii 25.26 Lam iii 24. 

Secondly, "It turns the bias of tbe will, both as to. 
means and end/ 9 1 . " The intentipnf of the will are al- 
tered/' E%ek. xxxvi. 26. Jcr. xxvi, 33. I/a. xxvi. 8 9. 
Mow the msja. hath new ends and debgns: now he in* 
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ttnd* God above all, and defirea and defigns nothing hv 
all the world fo much as chat Chtift may be Magnified in. 
xhim, Phil. 4 10: He counts himfclf more happy in this, 
than in all that the earth could yield, that he may be ier- 
viceable to Chrift, and bring him glory in his generation* 
This ia the mark he aims at, that the name of Jefus jnay 
be great in the world;, and that all the (heaves of his 
brethren may bow to his fheaf, Gen xxxvii 7* 

Reader, Do ft thou view this, and never a/k tbyfilf* 
whether it be thus with thee? Paufe a while, and 
breathe on this great concernment. 

!• u The choice is alfo changed," fo- that he choof- 
eth another way, Pfalm cxix. 1 5* He pitcheth upon Gonw 
as 'his bleiTedntfs, and upon Christ as the principal, 
and holinefs, as the fubordinate means to bring him to 
God, John xiv.. 6. Rom. ii 7. He choofeth Jesus for his* 
" Lord, Col ii 6 He is not merely forced into Chrift by. 
the ftorm, nor doth he take Chrift for bare nectffity; 
but he deliberately refolves that Chrift is his beft choice, 
Phil, i 2. 3 and would rather have him to choofe that> 
all the good of this . world, might he enjoy it > while 
he would* Again, he. takea holinefs for his path; ho 
doth not of mere neceflity fubnut to It, but he likes and N 
loves it.. "• I have chofen the way of" thy precepts," 
Pfalm cxix. 1 7£.. He takes God's teftimomes, not as hi* 
bondage, but as Sis heritage,, yea, heritage for ever, wr, 
ill. He counts them not his burden but his blifs; not 
his cords but his cordials, i John v, 3.. Pfalm exix. 141 
1-6, 17. He doth not only bear, but takes up Chrift'* 
yoke ' He takes not holinefs as the ftomach doth the 
loathed potion, which it will down with rather than die, 
but as the hungry doth his beloved food No time pafc 
fes fo fweetly with him as, that he fpends in the exercifc 
of holinefs; thcie are both his aliment and element, thet 
defire of. his eyes and the joy of his heart, Job xxiii ia. 
Pfalm cxix. 82, lit. 162,174. and Lxiii 5. Put thy. 
confeience to it as thou goeft,. whether thou art the. 
man: O happy man, if this be thy cafe! but fee thou be k 
thorough and impartial in the fcarch.' 

Thirdly, " It turns the bent of the affections," 2. C6r u 
lii, U* Thcfe.runaU in a new channel : tbe Jordan is. 
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now driven back; and the water runs upward, againft its 
natural courfe. ' _ 

Chrift is his hope y I 7i7». i. i. this is hie prize, Phil Hi* 
8. here his eye is, here his heart is He is contented t» 
caft all overboard (as the merchant in the ftorm ready to 
peri (h ) fo he may but keep this jewel. 

The firft of hitdefires is not -after gold, but grace, 
Pbil. iii 13. He hungers after it, he feeks it as filver, 
he digs for it as for hid treafure: he had rather be gra- 
cious than be great; he had rather be the holieft man on 
earth, than the mod learned, the rooft famous, the moil 
profperous While carnal, he faid, O! if I were but in 
great efteem, and rolled in wealth, and fwimmed in plea* 
fure; if my debts were paid, and-land mine provided for, 
then I were a happy man . But now the tone is changed, 
O! faith the convert, if I had but my corruption fubdu- 
ed, if I had fuch meafures of grace, fuch fellow/hip with 
God, though I were poor and defpifed, I fhould not care, 
I mould account rayfelf a blefifcd man Reader, is this 
the language of thy foul ? 

His joyr are changed. He rejoiceth in the ways of 
God's teftimonies, as much as in all riches, PJklm cxix,. 
14. He ** de%ht» in the law of the Lord;' he hath 
no fuch joy as Jn the thoughts of Chrift, the fruition of 
his company, the profperity of his people. 

His cares are quite altered: he was once fet for the 
world, and any fcraps of by-time Were enough for his foul. 
Kow ** he give* over caring" for the anes," and fets bisr 
heart on the kingdom; now all' the cry is, "What (hall* 
I do to be faved?' A&t rvi. 30 His great folicitude 
is how to fecure his foul: Q how he would blefs you, if 
^ou could put him out of doubt of this! 

His fears takes another turn, Heh xi. 25, 27. Once 
he was afraid of nothing fo mud^ as the lofs of his ef- 
tate or efteem, the pleafure of k mends, or. the frowns of 
the great ; nothing founded fo terrible to him, as pain, or 
poverty, or difgrace: now thefc are little to hfm in com- 
parifon of God's dishonour or difpleafure How warily 
doth he walk left he mould tread upon a fnarei He fear** 
eth always, he looks before and behind ; he hath his eye 
og>on his heart, arid is often calling H over his (houklerj 



9 



The iVtftar^fl/ r CoNVERSioN L . 21 

left he . fhould be overtaken with fin, Pfal. xxxix I. 
Prov. xxviii 14 Ecclss. ii. 14 It kills his heart to 
think of lofing God's favour, this he dreads as his only 
undoing, Pfalm li. 11, i>. and cxix. 8, No thought ia * 
the world' doth pinch him and pain him fo much, as to- 
thin k oF parting with Chrift. 

His love runs a new cou fe. * My love was crucified,'* 
Caith Ygnatlus; that is, my Chrift. "This is my belov- 
ed," faith the fpoufe, Cant v 16 How doth Augujline 
often pour out his love upon Chrift? m O eternal bleffcd* 
nefs,'* bfc. « .. He can find no words fweet enough :• 
• Let me fee thee* O light of- mine eyes ! Come O thou 
joy of my fpirk! Let me behold thee, O life of my foul I 
Appear unto me, O my great delight, my fweet com- 
fort; O, my God, my life, and the/ whole glory of my 
foul! Let me find thee, O defire of my heart! Let me 
hoJd thee, O love of my foul ! Let me embrace thee, O. 
heavenly bridegroom! Let rriepoffefa thee." 

His forrows have now a new vent, 2 Cor vii. 9. 10 
The view of his fins, the fight of a Chrift crucified, that 
would fcarce ftir him before, now how much do they af-. 
fe& his heart I* , 

His hatred bo\h, his anger burns again ft fin, Pfal. cxix* 
104, He call? him felf fool, and thinks any name too- 
good for himfclft when his indignation is ftirred up 
againft fin, Pfalm lxxiii 2.2 Prov. xxx. 2. 

** Commune then with thy own heart," and attepd 
the common and general current of thine affection, whe^ 
ther it be towards God in Chrift above all other con- 
cernments Indeed, fudden and ftrong commotions oi 
the affections and fenfitive parts are often found in hy- ' 
pocrites, efpecially where the natural inclination leads 
thereunto: "and contrary- wife, the fandified themfelvea. 
are many timers without very feufiblc ftirring of the afn 
fections, where the temper is more flow, dry, and dull.. 
The great enquiry is wnether the judgment and will bt 
iteadily determined for God, above all other good, real o» 
apparent; and if the affections do fincercly follow thcie 
chpice and conduct* though it be not fo ftrongly and 
fcnfiMy as is £0 be defired, there is no dpubt but th$. 
change is. faving. * . 
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2. " Throughout the members." Thofe that w**e. 
before the inftruments of fin, are now become the holy 
utenfilsof Chrift's liv wig temple, Rom, vi. 16 I Cor iii. 
1 6. The eye that was once a wandering eye, a wanton 
eye, an haughty, a covetous eye, is now employed as 
Mary's in weeping over its fins, Luke viu 38 in behold- 
fag God in his works Pfalm viii. 3* In reading his word, 
jt8s viii.30 jn looking up and down for objects* of mer- 
cy, and opportunities for his fervice 

The ear % that was once open to Satan's call, and that, 
like a vitiated palate, did relifh nothing fo much as filthy,, 
or at leaft frothy talk, and the fools laughter, is now bor* 
ed to the door of Cbrift's houfe, and open to difcipline: 
it faith, " Speak, Lord, for thy fervant heareth;" and 
waits for his words as the rain, and reUfheth them more 
than the appointed food, Job xxxiii. 1 2, " than the honey 
and the honey.comb," Pfalm xix. 10. 

The bead that was the (hop of worldly defigns, is now- 
filled with other matters, and fet on the ftudy of God's 
will, Pfalm v 2 and cxix. 97. The thoughts and cares 
that fill it, are principally how he .may pleafe God and 
.flee fin. 

His heart, that was full of filthy lufts, is now. become, 
m altar df incsnfe, where the fire of divine love is ever 
' kf pt in ; and whence the daily facrifice of prayer and 
praife, and the fweet incenfe of holy defires, ejaculations 
and afpirations, are continually afcendtng, Pfalm cviii, 1. 
and cxix. 20 and exxxix. 17. i$ 

The month is become a well of life, his tongue as choice 
fitter, and his lips feed many, now the fait of grace hath 
feafoned his fpecch, and cat out the corruption, Col. iv. 
6. and clean fed the mouth from its filthy communication, 
"flattery, boafiing, lying, fwearing, backbiting, that once 
, came like flafhes from the hell that was in the heart, 
James iii. 6, 7. 

r The throaty that was once u an open fep^llchre, ,, Rom. ' 
iii 1 3 . noW fends forth the fweet breath of prayer and 
holy difcourfe, and the man fpeaks in another tongue, in 
the language. of Canaan, ansi is never fo^well as when 
talking of God and Chrift, and the matt sr 6 of another 
world. Hi* mouth bringeth wifdom, bis tongue j$ bs> 
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<x*me the filver trumpet «f his Maker's praife, his glory, 
and the bed member that he hath 

Now here you (hall have the hypocrite halting: ht 
fpeaks, it may be, like an angel, but he hath a covetous 
eye, or the gain of uorighteoufnefs in his hand; or the 
jiand is white, but his heart is full of rotten nefs, Matt. 
atxiii 27. full of un mortified cares, a very oven of luft, <a 
"fhep of pride, the feat of malice. - It may be with Ne* 
huchaJnrzmar's image, he hath a golden head, a great deal 
of knowledge: but he hath feet of clay, his afFe&ions are 
worldly, he minds worldly things, and his way and walk 
are ienfual and carnal: you may trace him in his fecret 
"haunts, and his fbotfteps will be found in fome by-paths 
of fin; the work is not throughout with him. 

3, " Throughout the motions or the life and praftice. " 
The new man takes a new courfe Eph ii 2, 3 "his con- 
▼erfation is in heaven," Phil, iii. 20. No fooner doth 
lie obey the call of Chrift, but he ftrai^htvvay becomes 
a follower of him, Matt.iy. 20- When God hath 
given the new heart, and wrote his law in his mind, he 
forthwith walks in his ftatutes, and keeps his judgments, 
E%th. xxx vi 26,27. 

Though fin .may be in him, yet it " hath no nstre 
dominion over- him/' Rom. vi. 7, 14, he " hath hit* 
fruit unto holinefs," chap, vi 22. And the law of life, 
*nd Jefus, is what he eyes, as his copy, Pfalm cxix. 30. 
Heh xii. 2. and he hath an unfeigned refpeel for all God's 
commandments, making confeience even of little fins and 
little duties, 'Pfalm cxix. 113. His very infirmities are 
his foul's burden^ and are like the duft in a man's eye, 
which though but little, yet is not a little troublefome* 
(O man! Doll thou read this, and nener turn it upon thy 
foul by felf-examination?) The fincere convert is not " 
one man at church, and another at home ; he is not a faint , 
on his knees, and a cheat an his (hop; he will not tithe 
mint and cummin, and neglect * mercy and Jtadgment,^. 
and the weightier matters of the law; he 'doth not pre- 
tend piety and neglect morality, Matt xxiii 14 but he 
turneth from all his fins, and keeps all God's ftatutes, 
Ezek. xvitr ,2 1» not allowing himfelf in the brcach^f any, 
H^n.muij Now he delights in the word, and fefa - 
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.fcimfelf to prayer, and opens Jus hand and draws out hit 
foul to the hungry, Rom* vii. 22. P/jA« cm ^ If a Ivirk 
to- " Hebreaketh off his* fins by righteoufnefs> and his 
iniquities by mewing mercy to the poor/' Dew iv. 27* 

^ and hath a good continence, willing in all things to live 

* honeftly," //*£ xiii 13, 18 and to keep wkhout offence 
towards* God and man. 

• » Here again you find the unfoundnefs of htany profef- 
'fors, that take themfelvcs for good Chriftians: they are 
4 partial in the law, Mai. ii 9. and take up with thecbtap 
and eafy duties of religion^ but go- not through with the 
work. They are as a cake not turned It may be you 

, ftall have them exacY in their words,* punctual in their 
dealings, but -then they do not exercife themfelves untd 
gedlincfft* and for examining themfelves,. and governing* 
their hearts, to this they are Grangers. - You may hate 
them duly at church, but follow them to their families, 
and there you fhall fee little but the world minded; or if 
they have a road for family duties, follow them to their 
clo/et* and there you ft all find their fouls are Httle 
looked after. It may be they feem othqrwife religious* 
feut bridle not their tongues, and foall their religion is vfcin, 
Jthnes u 26.' It may be they come up~ta ciofet and 
family prayer; but follow them to theimmops, and there 
you (hail find them in a trade of lying, or feme covert and 
cleanly way of deceit Thus the hypocrite/goes through* 
out in the courfe of Iris obedience.—*— And thus much 
for, the. fubje&of Convtrfion l * 

6. «' The terms are either from nvbub, or to wbkb." • 
z " The terms from which we turn in this motion of 
Conversion, are fin, Satan, the world, anji our own right* 
coufnefs." * 9 " f • » 

*irft, Sin. Whga a man is converted be is for ever out 
with fin ; yea, with all fin, Pfalm cxix. 128 Put meft 
of all with his own fins, and efpecially with his bofom finj 

**Pfalm xViii 23. Sin is now the butt of hi* indignation, 
2 Cor vii. 1 1. he thirds to bathe his bands in the blood 
of his fins. His fins fet» his forrows abroach: if God 
fliould give him his choice, lie wculd cbopfeaay affliction 
fo he might be.rid of fin. 

Before convert" on he had light thoughts of ftfl;-Jic 
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cherished it in his bofom, as Uriah hi* lamb; " he nou- 
rished it up, and it grew up together with him; it did 
cat as it were his own meat, and drank of his own 
cup, and lay in bis boforn, and was unto him as "a 
daughter. But when God _ opens bis eyes by conver- 
sion, be throws it away with abhorrence, IJaiah xxx. 22. 
When a man is favingly changed, he is not only deep* 
ly convinced of the danger, but defilement of fin; and 
O, how earncft is he with God to be purified ! He loathes 
himfelf for his fins Exck. xxxvi. 31. He runs to Chrift» 
and *• cads himfelf into the fountain for fin and for un- 
cleannefs," Zteb* xiii. i. t 

The found convert is heartily engaged againft fiat* 
lie ftmgglcs with it, he wars againft it; he will neve 
yield the caufc, nor lay down his weapons, but he will 
up. and to it again, while he has. breath in his body. He 
can forgive hi 6 other enemies, lie can pity them and 
pray for them, Acts vii. 60. but here he is implacable, 
here he is fetupon revenge: his eye mall not pity, his 
hand (hall not (pare, though it be a right hand or a right 
eye. Be it a gainful fin, moft delightful to his nature, 
or "fupport to his efteem with carnal friends, yet he will 
rather throw away his gain,, fee his credit fall, or the 
flower of pleafure wither in his hand, than he will allow 
himfelf 20 any known way of fin, Luke xix. 8. He will 
grant no indulgence, he will give no toleration, he draws 
upon fin wherever he meets it, and frowns upon it with 
this unwelcome falute, " Have I found thee, O mine 
enemy V 9 

Reader, hath confeience been at work whilft thou 
haft been looking ever thefe lines; Haft thou pondered 
thefe things in thy heart? Haft thou fearched the 
book within, to fee if thefe things be fo? It tot, 
read it again, and make thy confeience fpeak, whether 
or not it be thus with thee 

Haft thou " crucified thy flefh, with its affection* 
and lufts;" and not only confeJTed, but forfaken thy 
fins? All fin in thy defires, and the practice of every 
deliberate and wilful fin in thy life ! If not, thou art 
yet unconverted. 

Secondly, Satan. Converfion "binds * the ftrong man, 
c 
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fpoils him of hia armour, cafts out his goods, Vrad 
turns ipen from the power of Satan unto' God," 4cts 
rivi. 1 8. Before, the devil could no fooner hold up hi* 
finger to the finner to call him to hia wicked company, 
■finful games, filthy delights, but presently he followed. 
Like an ox to the flaughter, and a fool to the correc- 
tion of the ftocks; as a bird that hafteth to the prey, 
and knoweth not that it is for his life." But when he 
is converted, he ferves another mafter, and takes quite 
•nother courfe, I Pet. iv. 4. he goes and comes at 
Ckrift's beck, Col. iii. 24. He watches againft the 
fnares and baits of Satan, and ftudies to be acquainted 
with his devices : He is very fufpicious of his plots, 
and is very jealous of what comes athwart bim, left 
Satan mould have fome defign upon him: He "wreft- 
les againft principalities and powers," ILpL vi. 12 he 
entertains the mefieoger of Satan as men do the meffen- 
ger of death; he keeps his eye upon his enemy, 1 Pqt. 
v. 8 and watches in hit duties left fatan mould put in hit 
foot. ' 

Thirdly, The world. Before a found faith, a man it 
overcome of the world : either he bow.s down to mam- 
mon, or idolizes his reputation, or is a * lover of pleafurc 
more than a lover of God," 2 Tim. iii. 4. Here is the 
root of man's mifery by the fall, lie is turned afide to the 
creature inftead of God, and. gives that efteem, confi- 
dence, and affe&ion to the creature, that \% due to hint 
alone, Rom. i. 25. Matt. x. 37. Prov. xvjii. 1 1. Jercm* 

- But converting grace fets all in order again, and putt 
God on the throne, and the world at hit footdool, PJa/m 
lxxiii. 25 Chrift in the heart, and the world under the 
feet, Eph. iii. 1 7, Rev. xii. 1 . So Paul, " I am crucified, 
to the world, and the world tome,'* Gal vi 14. Be- 
fore this change, all the cry was, " Who will mew ut 
«ny worldly good?" But now he fings another tune, 
Lord, lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon 
me," and let who will take the corn and wine, Pfalm 
iv. 6* 7. Before, his heart's delight and content was in 
the world; then the fong was,** Soul, take thine eaft; 
eat, drink, and be merry; thou halt much goods laid 
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up for many years:" But now all this is withered, 
and, " there is no comelinefs that he mould defire it,*' 
and he tunes up with the fweet Pfalmift oilfraeU " The 
Lord is the portion of my inheritance: The lines 
are fallen to me in a fair place, and I have a goodly, 
heritage." He bleffeth himfclf, and boafteth him- 
felf in God, Pfalm xxxiv. 2. Lam m. 24 Nothing elfc 
can give him content. He hath written vanity and vex* 
ation upon all his worldly enjoyments, Eccles. i. ;. and 
loft and dung npon all human excellencies, PhiL iii. 7, 
8. He hath life and immortality now in chace, Rom, 
ii 7. He purfues grace and glory, and hath an incor- 
ruptible crown in purfuit, 1 Cor. ix 25. His heart is 
fet in him to feek the Lord, 1 Chron xxii. 9 and 2 
Chron. xv. 15. He ' firft feeka the kingdom of heaven 
and the righteoufnefs thereof;" and religion is no 
longer a matter by the by with him, but the main of his 
care, Matthew vi. 33 Pfalm xxvii. 4. 

Well then, paufea little, and look within: Doth not- 
thia nearly concern thee? Thou pretended for Chrift, 
bat doth not the world f way thee ? Doit not thou take 
more real delight and contest in the world, than in him?' 
Dofft than not find thyfelf better at eafe when the world 
goes to thy mind, and thou art encornpafied with car-* 
nal delights than when retired to prayer and medita* 
tion in thy clofet, or attending upon God's word and 
worfhip! No furer evidence of an unconverted ftate, 
than to have the things of the world uppermoft in out • 
aim, love, and eftimation, John ii. 15. James iv. 4. 

.With the found convert, Chrift hath the fuprema- 
cy, How dear. is his name to him! How precious is his 
favour! Cant. i. 3. Pfahn xlv. 8 — The name of Jcfur 
is engraven upon .his heart, Gal. iv. 19 and lies as a. 
bundle of myrrh bet wen his breads, Cent i 13. 14. 
Honour is but air, and laughter is but madnefs, and 
Mammon is fallen, like Dagon before the ark, with 
hands and head broken off on the threfhold, when once 
Chrift is favingly revealed. Here is the pearl of great 
price to the true convert* here is his trcafure, here is 
his hope, Matt xiii 44. 45. This k bis glory, " My 
beloved is mine, and I am his," GaL vi. 14. Cant. ii. 
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i 6. 9 it is Tweeter to him to be able to fay, Chrift is 
mine, than if he could fay, The kingdom is mine. The 
Indies are mine. 

Fourthly, Tour own rlghteoufneft. Before converfion 
man fecks to •over himfelf with his own fig-leaves, 
Phil iii. 6, 7. and to make himfelf whole with his own 
duties, Mic. vi 6, 7. He is apt to truft in himfelf, 
Lukeny'u 15. and xv iii. 9. and fet up his own righte- 
oufnefs, and to reckon his counters for gold, and not 
fubmit to the right eoufnefs of God, Rom. x. 3. But 
converfion changes his mind, now he cafts away his 
own righteoufneis as a filthy rag, If a. xliv. 6 Now he 
is brought to poverty of fpirit, Matt. v. 3 complaint 
of, and condemns himfelf, Rom. vii. and all his inven- 
tory by nature is *' poor, and miferable, and wretched, 
and blind, and naked," Rev. iii 17. He fees a world 
of iniquity in his holy things, and calls his once idoliz- 
ed righteoufnefs but filth and drofs, and. would not fur 
a thoufand worlds be found in himfelf Ph'tl. iii. 4, 7, 
8, 9 His linger is ever upon his fores Pfalm li. 3. his 
fins, his wants. Now he begins to fet a high price upon 
ChriuVs righteoufnefs; he fees the need of a Chrift 
in every duty, to juftify both his person and perform*- 
ances: He cannot live without him; he cannot pray 
without him : Chrift muft go with him, or elfe he can- 
not come into the prefence of God; he leans upon the 
hand of Chrift, and fo bows himfelf in the house of his 
God ; He fets himfelf down for a loft undone man 
without him ; his life is hid and grows in Chrift, as the 
root of a tree fpreads in the earth for liability and nu- 
triment Before, the news of Chrift was a ftale and fap- 
lefs thing; bat now how fsveet is Chrift! The voice 
•fthe convert is, with the martyr, "None but Chrift." 
The terms to which we turn arc, 

if, To God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft. 

2cffy, To the laws, ordinances, and ways of Chrft. 

A man is never truly juftirled, till his very heart be 
in truth fet upon God above all things, as his portion 
and chief good. These are the natural breathings of 
a believer's heart:" Thou art my portion," Pfalm 
cxix. 57." My foul fhall make her boaftin the Lord/ 1 
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P/a/m xftzti. t u My expectation & from him; he on* 
ly is my rock and my falvation, he is my defence. In: 
God is my falvation and glory; the rock of my 
ftrengtb, and my refuge is in God," Pf*hn brii. i, 2, 
5. 7 aadxviik 1,2. 

Would you put it to an iffue, whether you be con 
verted or not? Now let thy foul and all that is within 
thee attettd ; . 

Halt thou taken God for thy happincfs? Where doth 
the content of thy heart lie? Whence doth thy choicefc 
comfort come in ' Come then, and with Abraham^ " lift 
ap thine eyes eaftward and weftward, and northwardl 
and fouthward," and call about thee What is it- 
'that thou wouldeil have in heaven, or On earth, to make 
thee happy ? If God mould give thee thy choree, as he* 
did to Solomon^ or mould fay to thee, as Ahqfuerus to* 
Eflher, u What is thy petition, and what is thy re-; 
q^ueft, and it (hall be granted thee ?" EJther v. 3.. 
What wouldcft thou aflc? Go into the gardens of plejw 
fore, and gather all fragrant flowers from thence, would; 
thefc content thee? Go to the treafures of Mammon*; 
fuppofc thou mighteft lade thyfelf as heavy as thou* 
wouldft from thence: Go to the towers, to the trophies 
of honour; what thinkeft thou of being a. man of rc-» 
mown, and having a name like the name of the great 
men of the earth? Would any of thefe* would aU thefe 
fuffice thee, and make thee count thyfelf an happy 
maiy? If fo, then certainly thou art carnal and uncon* 
Terted. If not, go farther; wade into the diviae ex* 
cellencies, theftore of his mercies* the hiding of his 
power, the depths unfathomable of his all-fufficiency; 
doth this fait thee belt, and pleafe thee moft ? Boft 
thou fay "It is good to be here?" Matt. xvii. 4* 
Here will I pitch, here will I live and die." Wilt thou 
let alL the world go rather than this? Then it is weH 
between God and thee. Happy art thou, O man, happy 
art thou that ever thou wait born ; If a God can make 
thee happy, thou muft needs be- happy ; for thou haft 
vouched the Lord to be thy- God DtuU* £xvi i7..Doft 
thou fay to Chrift,as he to us," Thy Father mall be 
my Father j and thy God be my God ?" Jvhn ji\, 7* 
c 2 
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Here is the turning point. An unfonnd profeffor neve* 
takes up his reft in God, but converting grace ,doet 
the work, and fo cures the fatal mifery of the fall, by 
turning the heart from its idol to the living God, I 
Thefs. i. 9. Now, fays the foul, "Lord whither fhall I 

?o! Thou haft the wards of eternal life'' John vi. 68. 
lere he centers, here he fettles; O, it is the entrance 
of heaven to him to fee his intereft in God* When he 
discovers this, he faith, " Return unto thy reft, O my 
foul, for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee," 
Pfa. cxvi. 7. And is even ready to breathe out Simeon 9 1 
fong, "Lord, now letteft thou thy fervant depart itt 
peace, 9 ' Luke ii. 29. and faith with Jacob* when his 
old heart 'revived at the welcome tidings, "It is 
enough, " Gen xiv. 28. When he feeth that he hath 
a God in covenant to go to, "this is all his falvation, and 
all his defire," Sam, xxiii. 5. 

Man, is this thy cafe? haft thou experienced this? 
why then, " blefled art thou of the Lord? 1 ' God hath 
been at work with thee, he hath laid hold on thy heart 
by the power of converting grace or elfe thou couldft 
never have done this. 

The true convert turns to Jefus Chrift, the only met 
diator between God and man, 1 Tim ii. 5. His work 
is to bring us to God, 1 Pet. iii. 18. He is the way to 
the Father, John xiv 6 the only plank on which we 
may e&apc, the only door by which we may enter, John 
x 9 as the only Wans of life, as the only way, the 
only name given under heaven, Act* iv. 12. He looks 
not for falvation in any other but him, nor in any other 
with him: but throws himfelfou Chrift alone, as one 
that mould caft himfelf with arms fpread out upon the 
fea 

"Here, faith the convinced finner, I will Tenture; 
and -if I perifh, I perifh; if I die, I will die here. But 
Lord, fuffer me not \o perifh under the pitiful eye of thy 
Biercy — Intreat me not to leave thee, or to turn away 
from following after thee," Ruth i, 16 Here I will 
throw myfelf : if thou kick me, if thou kill me, I will 
aotgo from thy door, Job xiii. 17. 

Thus the poor foul doth venture un Chrift; and re* 
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fblvedly adhere to him Before conversion the maw* 
made light of Chrift; minded his farm, friends, mer? 
chandife, more than Chrift, Matt xxii 5. now Cbrift 
is to him as his neceflary food, his daily bread, the life 
of his heart, ihe ftaff of his life, Gal. ii. 20 His great 
defign is, that Chrift may be magnified in him, Phil u 
Z o* His heart once faid, as they to the fpoufe, " What 
is thy beloved more than another?" £ant, y- 9. He 
found more fweetnefs in his merry company, wicked 
games, and earthly delights, than in Chrift. He took 
religion for a fancy, and the talk of great enjoyments 
for an idle dream; but now "to him to lire is Chrift " 
He fets light by all that he accounted precious, " for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift," Pbll iii. 8. 

All of Chrift is accepted by the fincere convert; He 
loves not only the wages; but the work of Chrift, Rem* 
vii. 12. not only the benefits, but the burden of Chrift; 
He is willing not only to tread out the corn but to draw 
under the yoke; He* takes up the commands of Chrift* 
yea, and the crofs of Chrift, Matt xi. 9. and xvi. 24. 

The unfound convert clofeth only by halves with 
Chrift: He is all for the falvation of Chrift, but he is 
not for fanctincation ; he is for the privileges, but va- 
lues not the perfon of Chrift: He divides the offices and- 
benefits of Chrift. This is an error in the. foundation; 
Who loveth life, let him beware here I it is an undoing 
miftake, of which you have been often warned, and yet 
none more common. Jefus is a fweet name, but men 
"love not the Lord Jefus in fincerity ," Efbes vi; 24* 
They will not have him as God offers, " to be a Prince 
and a Saviour/ 1 AQs $ 31* They divide what God 
hath joined, the King and the Prieft: Yea, they will not 
accept the falvation of Chrift as he intends it: they di- 
vide it here. . Every man's vote is for falvation from fu£- 
fering; bnt they defire not to be faved from finning: 
They would have their lives faved, but wihthal would 
have their lufts* Yea, many divide here again ; they 
would be content to have fome of their fins deftroyed, 
fcut they cannot leave the lap of Ddilab$ or divorce the 
beloved Hcrodm. They cannot be cruel to the right 
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eft at right hand; the "LoraVmuft pardon them in thai 
thing, 2 Kings v. 18. 

be infinitely tender here, your fouls lie upon it. 
The found convert takes a whole Chrift* and takes him 
for all intents and purpofes, without exceptions, without 
limitations, without referves. He is willing to have 
Chrft upon his own terms, upon any terms. He is 
willing to have the dominion of Chrift, as well as deliver- 
ance by Chrift. He faith with Paul, "Lard, what wik 
thou have me to do ?" A8* ix. 6. any thing. Lord : He, 
fends a blank to Chrift, to fet down his conditions, AS* 
ii. 37. and xvi. 30. 

2dly, He turns to the laws, ordinances, and. ways of 
Chvift. The heart that was once fet againft thefe, and 
eould not endure the ftrict.nefs of thefe bonds, the feverity 
of thefe ways, now falls in love with them, and chufes 
them as its rule and guide forever, Pfaitn cxix. 1 1 1, 112. 

Four things, I obferve, God ddth work in every found 
convert, with reference to the laws and ways of Chrift* 
by which you may come to know your ftate, if you will 
Be faithful to your own fouls; and therefore keep your 
eyes upon your hearts as you go along. 

1 ft. " The judgment is brought to approve of them* 
and fubferibe to them as raoft righteous and moft reafon* 
able." Pfahn cxix: 112, 128, 137, 138. The mind is 
brought to like the ways of God; and the corrupt pre- 
judices that were once agtainft them* as unreasonable and 
intolerable, are now removed 2 The underftandmg- afTeittv 
to them all, as "holy, jttft and good," Ronton* vii 2; 
How is David taken up with the excellencies of God's 
laws! How doth he expatiate in their praife, both from 
their inherent qualities and admirable effects! Pfahn xix 
8, 10, kc. 

idly, "The defire of the heart is to know the whole 
mind of Ghrift," Pfalm cxix. 124, 1*5, i<$£, and xxv. 4, 
5. He would- not have one fin undifcOvered, nor be ig- 
norant of one duty required. It is the natural and earatft 
breathing of a fan&ifted heart. "Lord, if there be any 
way of wickedn'efs in me, do thou difcover it—What I 
know hot, teach thou me; and if I have done iniquity, I 
will do it no more." The unfound convert is willingly 
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Ignorant, 2 Peter ni. 5, loves not to come to the light* 
j*hn iii. 20. He is willing to keep fuch er fuch a fin, 
and therefore is loth to know it to be fin, and will not let 
in the light at that window. Now the gracious heart 
is willing to know the whole latitude and compafs of hit 
Maker's law, Pfalm cxix. 18, 19, 27, 33, 64, 66, 68, 78, 
108, 1 24. He receives with all acceptation the word lhat 
oonviriccth him of any duty that he knew not, or minded 
not before, or difcovereth any fin that lay hid before/ 
Pfalm cxix 11. 

3dly. ** The fiee and refolved choice of the will is 
determined for the ways of Chrift, before all the plea- 
fores of fin, and profperities of the world." Pfalm cxix* 
103,127,162. His cor fen t is not extorted by fome 
extremity of anguilh, nor is it only a fudden and hafty 
refolve, but he is deliberately purpofed, and comes off 
freely to the choice, Pfalm xrii. 3. and exjx. 30. True 
the fleih will rebel, yet the prevailing part of his will is 
for Chrift's law and government ; fo that he takes them 
not up as his toil or burden, but his blifs, 1 John v. 3. 
Pfalm cxix. 60, 72. While the unfan&ificd gqes in 
Chrift's ways as in chains and fetters, he doth it natural- 
ly, Pfalm xi 8 Jer, xxxi. 33. and counts Chrift's laws 
his liberty, Pfalm cxix. 32, 45. James i. 25. He ia 
willing in the beauties of holinefs, Pfalm ex. 3. and hath 
this infeparable mark, " that he had rather (if he might 
have bis choice) live a ftric"r. and holy life, than the rr.oft. 
profperous and flour i (hi ng life in the world." Samuel x. 
26. " There went with Saul a band of men whofe 
hearts God had touched/' When God toucheth the 
hearts of men, they prefeatly follow Chrift> Mqthew iv. 
2. and (though drawn) do freely run after him, Cant, u 
4 and willingly offer themfelves to the fervice of the 
Lord, 2 Chronicles xvii. 16, feeking him with their 
whole defire, chapter xv. 15. Fear hath itsufe; but 
this is not the main fpiing of motion with a fan&ified 
heart. Chrift keeps not his fubje&s in by force, but is 
King of a willing people. They are, through his grace, 
freely refolved for his fervice, and do it out of choice* 
not as Haves, but as the fon or fpoufe, from a fpring of 
love and loyal mind* In a word, the laws of Chrift are 
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the convert's love, Pfalm cxix. 159, 163, J67. his defire, 
verfe 2, 20,40; his delight, verfe 97, 99, 103, ill, [43: 
and continual ftudy, verfe 97, 99. and Pfalm i. 2. 

4thly. " The bent of this courfe is directed to keep 
God's ftatutes," Pfalm cxix. 4, 8, 167/168. It-is the 
daily care of his life to walk with God He feeks great 
things, he hath noble defigns, though he falls too fhort. 
He aims at nothing lefs than perfection; he defires it, 
be reaches after it ; he would not reft in any pitch of 
•grace, till he were quite rid of fin, and had perfected holi- 
nefs, PtiL iii. 11. 14 * 

Here the hypocrite's rottennefs may be difcovered. 
He defires holinefs, as one well faid, only as a bridge to 
heaven, and enquires earneftly what is the leaft that will 
ferve his turn ; and if he can get but • fo much as may^ 
bring him to heaven, this is all he cares for. But the 
found convert defires holinefs for holinefs fake, Pfalm 
Cxix. 97. Matiheiv v. 6. and not only for heaven's lake. 
He would not be fatisfied with fo much as might fave him 
from hell, but defires the higheft pitch : Yet defires are 
riot enough; What is thy way and thy courfe? Is the 
the drift arid fcope of thy life altered? Is holinefs thy 
trade, and religion thybufinefs? Romtms viii. 1. MatfbeH* 
*xv. 16. Phil. i. 20. If nt>t thou art {hort of found* 
converfioh 

Application. And is this that we have deferred 
the converfion that i;s of abfolute neceffity to falvation ? 
Then be informed, 1. That " ftrait is the gate, and 
narrow is the way that leadeth unto life." 2. "That 
there are but few that find it." 3." That there is need 
of a divine power favingly to convert a finner to Jeful 
Chrift, 

Again ; Then be exhorted, O man that rcadeft, to 
turn in upon thy own felf. What faith conscience ? Doth- 
it not begin to bite? Doth it not pain thee as thou goeft? 
Is this thy jndgment, this thy choice: and this thy way 
that we have defcrib'cd? If fo, then it is well. But doth 
not thy heart condemn thee,*nd tell thee there is fuch a 
fin thou Kveft in, againft thy conference? Doth it riot teil 
|bee, there is fuch amlfach a fecret way of wkkedoefc 
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that thou art guilty of ? fuch or fuch a duty that thou 
xnakeft no confcience of? 

Doth not confcience carry thee to thy clofet, and tell 
thee how feldom prayer and reading is performed there? 

Doth it not carry thee to thy family and fhew thee 
the charge of God, and the fouls of thy children and 
fervants that are neglected there ? Doth not confcience 
lead thee to thy (hop, thy trade, and tell thee of fome 
my ftery of iniquity there ? Doth it not carry thee to thy 
places of entertainment and remind thee of thy company 
thou keepeft there; the precious time thou mifpednei 
there; the talents thou waftefl there ? Doth it not lead 
" thee to thy fecret chamber,, and difcover to thee things 
that are hid from the eyes of man, and known only to 
Godandthyfelf? 

O confcience! dothydnty: In the name of the liv- 
ing God, I command thee to difcharge thy office. Lay 
hold upon this finner, fall upon him, arrefl him, appre- 
hend him, undeceive him. What! wilt thou flatter 
and foothe him while he lives in his fins? Awake, O 
confcience; what mcaneft thou, O deeper? What! 
Haft thou never a reproof in thy mouth ? What ! Shall 
this foul die in his carelefs neglect of God and 'eternity, 
and thou altogether hold thy peace? What! Shall he go 
on in his trefpaffes, and yet have peace? O roufe up thy- 
felf, and do thy work 1 Now let the preacher in thy bo- 
fomfpeak, cry aloud, and {pare not; lift up thy voice 
like a trumpet ; Let not the blood of his foul be required 
at thy hands. 

CHAP. III. 

Of the Neccjtty of Conversion. 

IT may be you are ready to fay* What meaneth this 
ftir? And are apt to wonder why I follow you with 
fuch earneftnefs, ftill ringing one leflbn in your cars, 
that you mould "repent and be converted," Act.'m. 
Jo. But I muft fay unto you as Ruth to Naomi, "in- 
treat me uot to leave you, nor to turn afide from fol- 
lowing after you," Ruth i. 1 6. Were it a matter of 
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indiffere ncy, I would never make fo much ado : Might 
you be faved as you be, I would gladly let you alone: 
But would you not have me folicitous for you, when I fee 
you ready to perifh. As the Lord liveth, before whont- 
I am, I have not the lead hopes to fee one of your faces 
in heaven, except you be converted; I utterly defpair of 
your fetation, except you will be prevailed with to turn 
thoroughly and give up yourfelves to God in holineft 
and newnefs of life. Hath God faid, " Except ye be 
born again, ye cannot fee the kingdom of God," John 
iii. 3, and yet do you wonder why your minifters do fo 
plainly travail in birth with you ? Think it not ftrange 
that I am earn eft with you to follow after holinefs, and 
long to fee the image of God upon you : Never did any, 
nor (hall any enter into heaven by any other way but this. 
The converfion defcribed is not an high pitch of fome 
taller chriftians, but every foul that is faved paifeth this 
univerfal change. 

It was a paffage of the noble Roman, when he was 
haftening with corn to the city in the famine, and the ma- 
riners were loth to fct fail in foul weather, "Our voyage 
is more neceffary than our lives." What is it that thou- 
doft count neceffary? Is thy bread necefTary? Is thy 
breath necefTary? ^Then thy converfion is much more ne- 
ceffary. Indeed, this is the one thing necefTary* Thine 
eftate is not neceffary; thou mayftiell all for the pearl of 
great price, and yet be a gainer by the purchafe, Mat* 
xiii 46 Thy life is not neceffary; thou may ft part 
with it for Chrift to infinite advantage. Thine efte^m h 
not neceffary; thou may ft be reproached for the name of 
Chrift and yet be happy : yea, much more happy in re- 
proach than in repute, t Peter iv. 14. Matthew v. 10, 
II. But thy converfion is neceffary; thy damnation lies 
upon it. And is it not needful, in fo important a cafe, to 
look about thee? On this one point depends thy ma- 
king or marring to all eternity. 

j&ut I fhall more particularly (how the neceffity of 
converfion in Jive things; for without this, 

Firft, "Thy being is in vain." Is it not a pity that 
tbou Ihouldeft be good for nothing, an unprofitable bur- 
^-nof the earth, a wait or wen in the body of the < 
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uniVcrfe? Thus thou art whilft unconverted: for thou 
canftnot anfwer the end of thy being. J s it not for the 
divine pleajfure that thou art and weft created ? JRev. iv. 
1 1. Did he not make thee for Hinrfelf? Prov. xvi. 4. Art 
thou a man, and haft thoureafon? Why then, bethink 
thyfelf- why and whence thy being is: Behold God's' 
workmanfhip in thy body, and' afk thyfelf, To what end 
did God rear this fabric? Confider the noble faculties of 
thy heaven born foul : To what end did God beftow 
tl»efe exceileacies? To no other than that Oiou fhouldeft 
'pleafe tbyfelf, arid gratify thy fenfes? Did God fend men 
like the fwailows, into the world, only to gather a few 
flicks and dirt, and build their nefts, and- breed up their 
young, and then away? The very heathens coold fee 
farther than thw. Art thdu fo fearfully and wonder- 
fullymade," Pfalm cxix. 1 4. and doft thou notyet think 
with thyfelf, furcly it was for fome noble and high end ? 
O man? fet thy reafon a little in the chair. Is it not 
pity fuch a goodly fabric fhould be raifed in vain ? Ve- 
rily thou art in vain, -except thou art for God : Better 
thou hadft no being, than not to be for him. Wouldeft 
thou ferve thy end ! Thou muft repent and be converted ; 
without this, thon art to no purpofe, yea to bad pur- 
pofc 

Firft, To no purpofe. Man unconverted is like a 
choice inflrumcnt that hath every firing broke or out of 
tune. The Spirit of the liviug God muft repair and tune 
it by the grace of regeneration/and sweetly move it by 
the power of actuating grace, or elfe thy prayers will be 
but howlings, and all thy ferviccs will make no raufic ia 
the ears of the moft High. Ephes. ii. io. PHI. ii. 13. 
Hos. vii. 14. 1 fa* i 15. All thy powers and faculties are 
fo corrupt in thy natural ilate, that except thou be 
purged from dead works, thou canft not ferve the liviug 
God, Hebrews ix. I... Titus k 15. 

An ' unfan&ified man cannot fully work the work of 
God: He-hath no /kill in it; he is altogether aa ttn/kiU 
ful in the work, as in the word of right eousnefo, Hebrews 
v. f 3. There arc great myfteries as well in the prac^icea 
a^ in the principles of godlinefs: Now the unregcaerate 
"know not the myfteries of the kingdom of heaven," 
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Mat, xiii. 1 1. i Tim. iii."i6. Almf-giving is not a fervicc 
of God, but of vain-glory, if not held forth by the hand 
of divine or penitential love. What is the prayer of the 
lips, without the heart, but the carcafe without the life? 
What are all our confeflions, unlcfs they be ^xercifes of 
godly forrow and unfeigned repentance? What our pe- 
titions unlefs animated all along with holy defires, and 
faith in the divine attributes and promises ? What our 
praifes and thankfgivings, unlefs from the love of God 
and a holy gratitude, and fenfe of God's mercies in the 
heart ? So that a man may as well expect the tree mould • 
fpeak, or look for logic from the brutes, or motion from 
the dead . as for any fervice holy and perfectly accepta- 
ble to God,* from the unconverted. When the tree is 
evil, how can the fruit be good? Matthew vii. 1 8. 

Secondly, To bad purpofe. The unconverted foul is 
a very cage of unclean bit ds, Rev. xviii. 2. a fepulchre 
full of corruption and rottennefs, Matt, xxiii. 27. a loath- 
fome carcafe full of crawling worms, and fending forth 
„ a hellifti and moft noifome favour in the noftrils of God, 
Ffalmyiiv. 3. O dreadful cafe! Doft thou not fee a 
change to be needful ? Would it not have grieved one 
to have feen the golden confecrated veftvls of God's 
temple turned into quaffing bowls of drunkennefs, and 
polluted with idol fervice ? Daniel v. 2, 3. Was it fuch 
an abomination to the Jews, when Antiochus fet up the 
pi£hire of a fwine at the entrance of the temple? How 
much more abominable then would it have been, to have 
had the very temple itfelf turned into a liable or a fty, 
and to have had the Holy of Holies ferved like the hotffe 
of Baal, and to have been turned into a dranght-houfe? 
2 Kings x. 27. This is the veiy cafe with the unregc- 
nerate: All thy members are turned into inftruments of 
unrighteoufnefs, Romans vi. 19; fervants of Satan, and 
the inmoft power into a receptacle of uncleannefs, Ephes. 
ii. 2. "Titus i. 15. You may fee the ungodly gucfts 
within by what comes out; for, "out of the heart pro- 
ceed evil thoughts, murder, adulteries, fornication?, 
thefts, falfe wknefs* b^afphemie8, ,, &V. thefe difcover 
what a hell there is tfrf tun. 

^ abufe' infufferablel te fee a heaven-bom foul abafed 
filthieft drudgery 1 Tjo fee the glory of God's ere- 
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ation, the chief of the works of God, the lord of ihe uni- 
verfe, lapping with the prodigal at the trough, or licking 
up with greedinefs the molt loathfomc vomit ! Was it 
fuch a lamentation, to fee thofe that did feed delicately, 
fit defolate in the ftreets; and the precious fons of 
Sion comparable to fine gold, efteemed but as earthen 
pitchers, and thofe that were cloathed in fcarlet embrace 
dunghills! Lcun.Y 2,3. and is it not much more f.?arful 
to fee the only thing that hath immortality iu this lower 
world, and carries the ftamp of God, become as " a vefiel 
wherein there is no pleafure V 9 . Jer. xx\, 28. (which is 
but a modeft ezpreiSon of the vefTel men put tu the molt 
fordid ufe). O indignity intolerable! Better thou wert 
darned in a thoufand pieces, than continue to be abafed 
to fo filthy a fervice. 

Secondly, "Not only man, but the whole vifible crea- 
tion is in vain, without this " Beloved, God hath made 
all the vilible creatures in heaven and earth for the fervice 
of man, and man only is the fpokefman for all the reft. 
Man is in the univerfe, like the tongue to the body, 
which fpeaks for all the members. The other creatures 
cannot praife their Maker but by dumb figns and hints 
to man, that he mould fpeak for them. Man is as it 
were the high prieft of GocPs creation, to offer the fa- 
crifice of praife for all his fellow-creatures. The Lord 
God expe&eth a tribute of praife from ail his works, 
Pfalm ciii. 22. now all the reftdo bring in their tribute 
to man, and pay it by his hand: So then if man be falfe, 
. and faithlefs, and.felfifh, God is wronged of all, and (hall 
have, no active glory from his works. 

O dreadful thought to think of ! that God fhould 
- build fuch a world as thie, and lay out fuch infinite pow- 
der, and wifdom, and goodnefs thereupon, and all in vain ; 
and that man fhould be guilty at laft of robbing and 
fp oiling him of the glory of all. O think of this ! 
f Whilti thou art unconverted, all the offices ofthecrea- 
. tures to thee are in vain; tby meat nourifhes thee in vain, 
the fun holds forth its light to thee in vain, the flars 
that ferve thee in their courfes by their powerful, though 
hidden influence. Judges v. 20. Hofea ii 21, 2 J. do it in 
..vain: Thy clothes warm thee in vainj thy beaft carries 



40 Of the Necessity of Conversion. 

thee in vain. la a word, the unwearied labour and con- 
tinued travail of the whole creation • at to thee, is in vain. 
The fervice of all the creatures that drudge for thee,' and 
.yield forth their (Lrcngth unto thee, that therewith thou 
Ihouldeft lerve their Maker, is all but loft labour. Hence 
the whole creation groaneth under the abufe of this un- 
fan&ified world, Romans viii. a 2 that perverts them, to 
the fervice of their lufts,quite contrary to the very end 
of their being. 

Thirdly, *' Without this thy religion it vain," James 
i. 26. All thy religious performances will be but loft, 
for they cannot fave thy foul, I Cor. xiii. 2, 3. which is 
the very end of religion. Is not that man's cafe dread- 
ful, whofe Sacrifices are as murders, and whofe prayers -arc 
a breath of abomination, Jfaiab lxvi. 3. Proverbs fltxviii. 
9. 'Maay under couvi&ious think they wijl fet upon 
mending, and that a few prayers and alma will falve all 
again; but alas! /Sirs,, while 'your 'heart* .remain Airffaoc- 
tified, your duties will not pafa. How punctual was 
Jehu ? And yet all was .rejected, bccatffe his heart wa« 
not upright, 2 Kings *. .with Hojsa i. 4. How blamokfs 
was Paul ? And yet 'being unconverted, all was .but lois, 
PhlL hi. 6, 7. Men think they do much in attending 
God's fervice, and are ready to twit him with it, I/amk 
Iviii. 3 Matt. vii. zz. and let .him down £0 muoh their 
' debtor, whereas, their perfons 4>eing unfa&&ifie<t, their 
duties cannot be faying. 

.0 foul! do not think when thy fins pursue thee, a lit- 
tle praying and reforming thy courfe. will pacify 'God; 
Thou mufl begin with thy heart ; if that be not renew- 
ed, thou canit not phafe God. 

God threatens it as the greatest of temporal judg- 
ments, that they ihauld build and not inhabit, plant *nd 
not gather ; and that tiveir .labours muuld be eat up by 
Grangers. Deut. xxviii. 30, 38., 39 41 Is it £0 great 
a> mil try to loofeour common labours, to fow in vain, 
and build in xain? how much more to lofe.our pains in 
religion, to pray, and hear, and faA in vain? This is an 
undoing and eternal io&. Be not deceived, if thou 
got it on iu thy linful ft ate, though thou ihouldeil fpread 
forth thine hands, God will hide his eyee r though tkatt 
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make many prayers, he will not hear, Ifa, i 15. If a 
man without ikili fct about our work, and mar it in 
the doing, though he take much pains, we give him but 
little thanks. God will be worihipped after the due 
order, I Cbron. xv. 13 If a fervant do our work, but quite 
contrary to our oder, he will have rather ftripcs than 
praife. God's work rauft be done acording to God's 
mind, or he will not be pleafcd ; and this cannot be, 
except it be done with a believing or penitential heart* 
2 Chron. xxv. 2. 

Fourthly*, " Without this thy hopes are in vain." Job 
viii. 12, 13. "The Lord hatb rejected thy confidence," 
■j*r.\\. 37. 

Firfl, *' The hope of comforts here are in , vain." It 
is not only ncceffary to the fafety, but comfort of your 
condition, that you be converted . Without this, " you* 
lhali not know peace," Ifatab Hx. H. without the fear of 
God you cannot have "the comfort of the Holy Ghoft," 
jicts ix. 31. God fpeaks peace only to his people, and 
to his fain ts, Pfalm Ixx x v. 8 . 1 f y o u h a ve a f al fe peace, 
continuing in your fins, it ii not of God's fpeaking, and 
then you may guefs the author: Sin is a real ficknefs, 
Ifaiabi. 5. yea, the worn: of ficknefs ; it is a leprofy in 
lie head, Lev. xiii. 44. the plague in the heart, 1 Kings 
mi. 38. it is brokennefs in the bones, Pfalm li. 8. it 
pierceth, it woundeth, it racket h, it tormenteth, 1 Tim. 
vi. 10 A man may as well expedl eafe when his diftera- 
pers are in their full ftrength, or his bones out of joint,, 
as true comfort while in his fins. 

O wretched man ! that canft have no ease in this case 
but what comes from the dea^linefs of thy disease* 
You fhali have the poor sick man saying in Ids lightnefs, 
J am well; when you see death in his face, he will needs 
Up and about his busintfs, when the very next step is like 
to be in his grave* The unfanctified often see noth- 
ing amifs; thty think themselves whole, and .cry not 
put for the Physician; b~t this shews the danger of 
their cafe. 

SinMoth naturally breed distempers and disturbances 
i/v the soul. ' What a continual tempeft and commotion 
i^ifeege in a discontented, mind 1 What an eating .evil it 

/ D 2 
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inordinate caw ! What It pafton, but a fever in fb f e 
mind? What is lu&, but a fire in the bones r What it 
pride, but a deadly tympany? Or covetousttefs, but a* 
insatiable 1 and linsufferable thirft' Or malice, and envy, 
but venom in the very heart? Spiritual doth ts but a 
scurvy in the mind ; and carnal fecurity a mortal lethargy i 
and bow can that soul have true comfort that labour! 
under to many diseases? But converting grace cwest 
and fa cafes the miud: Prepares the foul for a fettled, 
Handing, and immortal peace ; " great peace ba*e they 
that love thy commandments, and nothing (Hall offend 
them, Pfalm cxioc 165. they are the ways of wifdom 
that afford pleafure and peace, Prov iii. 1 7. David had 
infinitely more pleafure in the word, than in all the 
delights of his court, Pfalm cxix. 103, 127. Tie eon- 
fcience cannot be truly pacified till foundly purified* 
Hcb> x. 22, Curfed is that peace that it maintained in a 
way of (in, Dart, xxix. 19, 20* Two forts of peace art 
more to be dreaded than all the troubles in the world, 
peace with fin, and peace in fin. 

Secondly, " Thy hopes of falvation hereafter are ro 
vain, yea wdrfe than in vain ;** they are rooft injurious to 
God, raoft pernicious to thy ft If. There it death, fcpa- 
ration, blafphemy, in the bowels of this hope* 1. There 
is death in it ; <* Thy confidence (hall be rooted out of thy 
tabernacles/' (God will up with it root and branch ) « It 
(hafl bring them to the king of terrors," Job sviii. 14. 
Though thou -mayft lean upon this houfc it will not 
{land, Job viii.15. but will prove like a ruinous budding, 
which, when a man trufts to, falls down about hit ears. 
2 . There h defperation in it : " Where is the hope of th* 
hypocrite, when God takes away his foul?' 9 Jobxxrii. 8. 
then there is an end forever of his hope: Indeed th* 
hope of the righteous hath an end, but then it is not a 
deftru&ive but a perfective end j this hope ends in frui- 
tion, others in frustration, Proverbs*. 28. The godly 
jnuft fay at death, *It is finifhed;" but the wicked, "It 
isperifhed;" and in too fad carucft himfelf, as Job in a 
-auftake ; ** where is now my hope ? He hath '* deftroyed 
sac, I am gone, and my hope is removed like a tree, 
}cb*im*o. The righteous hath hope in hit death. 
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¥rw> xiv $z When nature is dyiug, hi* hopes are liv- 
ing, when hi* body 19 langmfljtng, his hope* are ftouriflv- 
iag: his hope is a living hope, 1 Ptteri 5., butthe- 
other's is a dying, a damning, foul undoing hope 
V When a wicked man dieth, his expectation (hail pcriih, 
and the hope of unjuft men perifheth," Proverbs xi* 
7. *It (hall be cut off, amd prove like the fpider's 
web," Job yiti {4' which he fpins out of his owa 
bowels; but then comes death with the broom aad 
takes down aM, and f© there is an eternal end of his confc. 
deuce wherein he trufted? "For the eyes of the wicked 
Jhaft fail* and their hope {hall be as the giving up of the 
ghohV* job xt 20 Wicked men are fixed ia their carnal 
hope, amd will not be beaten out of it ; they hold it fait, 
they will not let it go : Yea, but death will knock off their 
Soger* $ tho* we cannot undeceive them, death and judg- 
ment will: When death ftrikes his dart through thy liv- 
er, it will pierce thy feat and thy hopes together. The un~ 
Jan&inedhaye hope only in this life, 1 Cor % t 19 and 
therefore "are of all men moil miferable." When 
death comes, it lets them out bio the amazing gulph of 
endless desperation. 3. "There is a blasphemy in it" 
To hope we shall be saved, though we continue uncon- 
verted, is to hope we shall prove God a liar. He hath 
told you, that so merciful and pitiful as he ih he will 
never save you notwithstanding, if you go on in ignor- 
ance, or a course of unrighteousness, Zrtf. xxvii 11. 
1 Cor 9 vi. 9. In a word, he hath told you, that whatever 
you be or do, nothing shall avail you to salvation, with* 
•ut you ** become new creatures," Gal, vi« 15. Now; 
to say God is merciful, and we hope will save us never- 
thelesa, is in effect to say,- «* We hope God will not do 
as he says." We muft not set God's attributes at -vari- 
ance : God is resolved to glorify his mercy, but not to 
the prejudice of his truth, as the presumptuous sinner 
will find to his. everlafting sorrow. 

OhjeS'ton. Why, but we hope in Jcfii* Cbrift, we put 
our whole truft in God, and therefore doubt not but we 
(hall be faved. ^ 

jfn/werg 1. ft This is not to hope in Chrift but dgainfi 
ObriftV* To hope to fee the kingdom ,of God without 
being born again, to hope to find eternal life in the broad 
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way, is to hope Chrifl will prove a falfe .prophet. It » 
.Oiv/drV.plca, «* I hope in thy word." , P/alm cxix. 81* 
but thjs hope is againft the word Shew me a word of 
iChrift for thy hope, that he will fave thee in thy. ignor- 
ance or profane neglect of his fervice, and I will never 
go to Alike thy confidence. 

. ' 2 " God doth with abhonence reject this hope." 
:Thofe condemned in the prophet went on in their fins, 
yet, faith the text, " they will lean npon the Lord," Mic* 
-iii ii. God will not endure to be made a prop to men 
in their fins ; the Lord rejected thofe prefumptuous tin- 
ners that went on dill in their trefpaiTe6, and yet could 
ftay theinfelves upon Ifracl's God, I/a xvii'u I, 2. as a 
man mould (hake off the briers (as one faid well) that 
cleave to his garment. 

3. " If thy hope be any thing worth, it will .purify 
thee from thy fin*," 1 J<>hn iii. 3. but curfed is that 
hope that cherilhes men in their fins 

OljtSion. Would you have us to defpair? 

Anfwer. You muft defpair of ever coming to heave* 
as you are, ASs ii. 37. that is while you remain uncon- 
verted. You mult defpair of ever feeing the face of 
God without holinefs: but you mud by no means def- 
pair of finding mercy, upon your thorough repentance 
and converfionj neither may you defpair of attaining tc* 
repentance and convci fion in the ufe of God's means. 

Fifthly, " Without this, all that God hath done and 
fuffered, will be as to you, in vain," John xiii. 8. Titus . 
ii. 14 that is, it will no way avail to your falvation. 
Many urge this as a fuflicient ground for * their hopes* 
that Chritt died for tinners: but I muft tell you, Chritb 
never died to fave impenitent and unconverted tinners, fo 
continuing, 2 Tim. ii. 19. A great divine was wont, ia 
his private dealings with fouls, to aik two queftions; ift, 
What hath Chriit done for you? 2d, What hath Chrift 
wrought in you? Without the application of the Spirit 
in regeneration, we can have no faving intereit in the 
benefits of redemptiou . I tell you from the Lord, Chi i ft 
himfelf cannot fave you, if you go on in this (late. 

I. " It were againft his truft." The Mediator is the 
fcrvantof the Father, Jfa. xlii. it fliews bis . commilfioa 
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from him, a£U in bis name, and plead* his command for 
fata juftification, John x. 18, *6. and vi« 38, 40. and God 
" has com mittcd all tilings unto htm," entrufted his own 
glory and the falvation of fouls with him," Matthew xii. 
27. John xvii. 2. Accordingly Chrid gives his Father 
ixk account of both parts of his truft before he leaves the 
world, John jrvii. 4, 6, f 2. NowChrift would quite crofs 
his Father's glory, his great eil truft if . he mould feve 
men in their fins; for this were to overturn all his coun- 
ftls, and to offer violence to all his-at tributes. 

Firft, 4 * to overturn all his counfels," of whieh this is 
the order, that men Jbould be brought ** through fanc*tt- 
ification to falvation, '2 Thefs. li. 1 3. He hath chofert 
•them that they mould be holy," Eph.'u 4. They are 
«hofen to life through fan&ification, I Pet.i.i. If thou 
canft repeal -the law of God's immutable couriicl, or cor- 
rupt him whom the Father hath fealed, to go directly 
agaimt his -commrffion, -then, and not otberwifc, mayeft 
thou get to heaven in this condition. To hope that 
Chrift will favcthee whfte unconverted, is to hope that 
€h«ift >w81 fehify his truft. Be affured, Chrift will f**e 
•none » a way contrary to his Father's will. 

Secondly, **T© offer -violence to all His attributes*" t« 
«* To his juftiec:" for the rightcx>ufnefs«jf (God's judg- 
ment lies hi ^rendering <o*all -according to their -works," 
Romans ii. 5, 6% Now fhould men " fowto the flelh, and 
jtt -of the Spirit reap everlafting life,'" Gal. vi. 7, $. 
where *ve*c $he glory of divine juftice, fmce it fhould he 
given to the -wicked according to the work, of fchcrighte- 
ous? 2. *« To Jws holiBefs." If God fhould not only 
fare Ironcrs, but fave thexn in t?heir fins, his mofl^pure and 
AricVholinefe would be exceedingly dtfacedi the unfanc- 
t«fied is in the eyes of God'« bohnefs, worfe than a fwinc 
or viper, Matthew xii. $4. 2 Pet. ii 22. ft would he 
4(Scrmg thee*u*eir.eft violence to the infinite purity of 
the -divine mature to : have # f«ch to dwell with him; they 
cannot ftan'd *n his judgment ** they cannot abide his 
prcfettce, v Pfafm i 5 and ▼. 4, 5. If holy David 
would not ertdure iuch in his houfe, no. nor his %ht, 
Pfaim exxri. 3, 7. can we think God will? 3. **To 
hts veraohy*" For God bath declared from hea- 
ven, that " if any /hall fay he fhall have peace, though 
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he go on in the imagination of his heart his wrath mall 
fmoak againft that man," Deut xxix. 19, 20 that " they 
(only) that confefa and forfake their fins fliall find mer- 
cy," Proverbs xxviii. 13. that " they that (hall enter in- 

■ to his hill, muil be of clean hands and a pure heart," 

. Pfalm xxiv 3:4, Where were God's truth, if, not- 
with (landing all this, he mould bring men to falvation 
without converfion O defperate finner! that darft to 

. hope thatChrift will lie to his Fatber,and faliify his word 
to fave thee. 4. - l * To his wifdom;" For this were to 
throw away the choicefl mercies on them who would not 

. value them, nor were any way fuited to them. 

Firft, " They would not value them." The impeni- 
tent finner puts but little price upon God's great falva- 
tion, Matthew xxii. 5. He fets no more by Chrift than 
the whole by the phyfician, Matthew ix. 1 2. He prizes 
not his balm, value*- not his cure, tramples upon his blood, 
Hebrews x. 29. Now would it ft and with wifdom to 
force pardon and life upon thofe who would give no 
thanks for them ? Would the all-wife God, when he hath 
forbidden us to do it. " throw his holy things to dogs, 
and his pearls to fwine, that would, as it were, but turn" 
again and rend him ?" Matthew vii. 6. This would 
nuke mercy to be defpifed indeed. Wifdom requires 
that eternal life -be given in a way fuitable to God's 

, honour, and that God mould # fecure his own glory as 
well as man's felicity.— God would lofe the praife and 

• glory of his grace, if he mould caft it away on them 
that were not only unworthy but unwilling. 

Secondly, " They arc no ways fuited to them," The 

; divine wifdom is feen in fuiting things to each other, the 
means to the end, the object to the faculty, the quality 
of the gift to the capacity of the receiver. Alas !, what 
mould an unfancttfied creature do in heaven? He could 
take no content there, becaufe nothing fuits him : The 
place doth not fuit him, he would be quite out of his ele- 
ment; the company doth not fuit him: *'. What com- 
munion hath darknefs with light," corruption with per- 
fection, tilth and rottennefs with glory and immortality? 
The employment doth not fuit him; the anthems of 
heaven fit not his mouth, plcafe, not his ear. Caaft thou 
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charm thy beaft with mufic? Or wilt thou bring him to 
thy organ, and expe6t that he (hould make thee melody, 
or keep time with the tuneful choir? Spread thy tables 
with delicates before a languifhing patient, and it will 
give him great offence. Alas! if the poor man thinks a 
fermon long, and fays of the fabbath, " What a weari- 
ness is it ! Mai. i. 3 c. how miferable would he think it 
to be held to it to all eternity ? 

$• " To his immutability or elfe to his omifciency or 
omnipotency:" For this is enacted in the conclave of 
heaven, and enrolled in the decrees of the court above, 
that none but the pure in heart (hall ever fee God," 
Matthew v. 8. This is laid up with him and fealed a- 
mong his treafures Now, if Chrift yet bring any to 
heaven unconverted, either he mud get them in without 
his Father's knowledge, (and then where is his omnifci- 
ency?) or«againft his will, (and then where is his omni- 
potency?) or he m«ft change his will, (audthen where is 
his immutability ? ) 

Sinner, wilt thou not give up thy vain hope of being 
faved in this condition? Saith Bildad, " (hall the earth be 
forfaken for thee? or the rocks moved out of their place?" 
Job xviii. 4; May I not much more reafon fo with thee? 
Shall the laws of heaven be reverfed for thee? Shall the 
eTerlaftingfoundations.be overturned for thee? Shall 
Chrift put crut the eye of his Father's omnifciency, or 
Jhorten the arm of his eternal power for thee ? Shall di- 
vine juftice be violated for thee? Or the brightnefs of 
the glory of his holinefs be blemifhed for. thee? O the 
impoffibility, abfurdity, and blafphemy that is in fuch a 
confidence! To think Chrift will ever fare thee in this 
condition is to make thy Saviour to become a finner, and 
to do more wrong to the infinite Majefty than all the 
wicked on earth, dr devils in hell ever did, or could do: 
and yet wilt thou not give up fuch a blafphemous hope ? 
-II. " Againft his word." We need not fay, " Who 
(hill afcend into heaven, to bring down Chrift from above ? 
Or, who (hall dtifcend into the deep, to bring up Chrift 
from beneath"? The word is nigh \u?," Romans x. 6, 7, 
&• A-re you agreed that Chrift (hall end the contro- 
terfy} Hear then his own words: *« Except you be con- 
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verted, you (hall in no wife enter into the kingdom of* 
Heaven," Matthew xtiii 3, "You nvuft be born ag*in," 
John iiu 7. " If I wa'.h thee not thou haftuo part in me;'* 
Johnxu 8. " Repent or pcrifh," Luke xiii. 3* One word 
one would . thinky were enough from. Chrift;. but how 
often and earneftly doth he. reiterate it! "Verily, verily,, 
except a man be born again, he fliall not fee the kingdom * 
of God,'* John iii. 3,5. Yea* he doth not only aflert 
but prove the necdlityof the new birth, Jo/m iii. 6. with- 
out which man is »o more fit for the kingdom of heaven - 
than a bead is for the king's prefence-chamber. And 
wilt thou yet believe thy own prefumptuous- confidence, 
dire&Iy againft: Chrift's words? He muft go quite agstkift 
the law of his kingdom and rule of his judgment, to fa v« 
thee in this ftate 

III. "Againft his oath;" He hath lifted up hi« 
hand to heaven, he hath fworn that thofe that remain in 
unbelief, and know not his ways that is are ignorant of 
them, or difobedient to them, "(hall not enter into hi* 
reft, Pfalm xct. i i . Hebrews iii 1 1 And wilt thou not 
yet believe, O (inner! that he is in earncft? Can ft thou 
hope he will be fbrfworn for thee? The covenant of grace 
is confirmed by an oath, andfealed by the blood, Hebrtmti 
vi 17 and ix 16, 18, 19 Matthew xxvi 28 but all 
mini be made void, and another way to heaven found out, 
if thou be faved living and dying unfau&ified* Men 
cannot be faved while unconverted, except they could 
get another covenant made, and the whole 'frame of the 
gofpel, which was eftabliihcd fouerer with fuch dreadful 
folemnities, quite altered: and would Dot they be dif 
traded to hope that they (Hail? 

IV " Againft his honour " God will fo {hew his 
love to the firmer, as withal to (hew his hatred to (in; 
therefore " he that names the name of Jefua muft depart 
from iniquity," 2 Tim ii 19 and deny all un go dime fa. 
And he that hath hope of life by Chrift, muft " purify 
himfelfas he is pare," 1 ]ohn\\\ 3 Tit ii 12. other 4 - 
wife Chrift would be thought a favourer of fin The 
Lord Jefua would have ft! the world to know, that though 
he pardons fin, be will not protect it: If holy David fhall 
fay*,, " Depart from mc all ye* workers of iniquity," 
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PJalm vi. 8. and fhall fhut the ifofl/v againft them, PJalm 
ci 7 (hall not fuch much more expcd.it from Chrift't , 
holincfar' Would it be to his honour to have the dogs to 
the table, or lodge the fwinc wifh his children, or to 
have Abraham 9 * bofom to be a neft of vipers? 

V. " Againft his offices.? God hath exalted him " to 
be a prince and a Saviour," Aits v. 31. He would. acV 
agaioft both, fhould he fave men in their (ins: It is the 
office of a king, " to be a terror to evil doers, and a . 
praifc to them that do well," Horn. xiii. 3 4. " He is • 
a nrintfterof God, a revenger, to execute wrath on him- 
that doth evil," Now, fhould Chrjft favour the ungodly,. 
({o continuing) and take thofe to reign with him "that , 
would not that he fhould reign over them," Luk< xiri 
2 7. this would be quite againti his ol ce. He therefore 
reigns that he. may "put his enemies under his feet," 1 
Car. xy. 25. Now, fhould he lay them in Jiis bofom, 
lie would cro(s the end of his regal power: It belongs, 
to Chrift as a king, to fubdue the hearts and flay, the 
lufts of his people, P/aim xlv, 5 and ex 3. What 
kjng would take rebels in open hoftiiity into bis court? 
What were this but to betray life, kingdom, govern-. 
ment, and altogether? If Chrift be a king, he mufL 
have honour, homage, fubje&ion, &c,> Mai i. 6 Now 
to fave men while in their natural enmity, were fc> ob- , 
feure hia dignity, lofe his authority, bring contempt on 
his government, and fell his dear bought rights for 
nought. 

Again; as Chrift would not be a Prince, fo nei.hcr a 
Saviour, if he fhould do this ; for his falvation is fpirit- 
ual: He is called Jefus, becaufe he faves his people from, 
their fins, Matt. i.21. fo that fliould he fave ..them ia 
their fins, he would be neither Lord nor Jefus. To fave 
men from the pitnifhment, and not from the power of fin, 
were to do his work by halves, and be an imperfect Sa-, 
viour. His office as the deliverer, is, "to turn away un- 
godlinefc from Jacobs Rom. xi. 26. He "is fent to, 
blefsmen in turning them from their iniquities," . Artr 
iii- 26. "To make an end of fin," Dan., ix. 25 fo jhat 
E 
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be (hould deftroy his own defigns, and nuHify his offices, 
to fave men abiding in tfyeir unconverted flate. 

Application. Arife then: What mearhell thou, O 
ifeeper! Awake, O fecure Tinner! left thou be confumed 
in thine iniquities; fay as the lepers," If we fit here we 
(hall die/ 9 % King* vii. 3, 4. Verily, it is not more cer- 
tain that thou art now out of hell, than that thou (halt 
(peedily be in it, except thou repent and be converted ; 
there is but this one door for thee to efcape by. Arife 
then, O fluggard, and (hake off thine excufea : How long 
wilt thou Sum be r, and fold, thy hands to deep ? Prov. 
ti. 10, 11.. Wilt thou lie down in the midft of the fea, 

^ 4>r deep on the top of the maft ? Prov. xxiii. 34. There 
ifao remedy, but thou mud either turn or burn. There 
is an unchangeable neceffity of the change of thy condi- 
tion* except thou art refolved to abide the word pf it, 
and try it out with the Almighty, If thou loveft thy , 
life, man, arife and come away. Mtthinks I fee the * 
Lord Jefus laying the merciful hands of an holy violence 
upon thee ; methjnks he carries it like the angels to Lot, 
Gen, xix. 15. &c. "Then the angels haftened Lot, fay- 
ing, Arife, left thou be confumed. .And while he lin- 
gered, the men laid hold upon his hand, the Lord being 
merciful unto htm, and they brought him without the 
city, and faid, Efcape for thy life, (lay not in all the 
plain, efcape to the mountains* left thou be cenfunied." 
O, how wilful will thy deftru&ion be, if thou (hould 
yet harden thyfclf in thy finful date ! But none of you 

, can fay but you have had fair warning. Yet methijaks 
I cannot tell how to leave you fo. It is not enough for 
me to have delivered my own foul. What ! Shall I go 
away without my errand I Will none of you arife and 
follow me ? Have I been all this while (peaking to the 
wind ? Have I been charming the deaf adder or allaying 
the troubled ocean with arguments ?. Do I. fpeak to the 
trees and rocks, or to men ? To the tombs and monu- 
ments of the dead,' or to a living auditory ? If you be men, 
and not. fenfelefs flocks, (land ftili and confider whither 
you are going 1 If you have the reafon and underftandiag 
of men, dare not to run into the flames, and fall into hell 
with your eyes open, but bethink yourfelves, and fei to 
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the work of repentance. What ! Men, md yet run 
into the pit, when the very beafts would not be forced in t 
What, endowed with reafon, and yet dally with death 
and bell, and the vengeance of the Almighty !' Arc men 
^herein diftinguifhed f rem the very brutes, that they' have 
no forefight of and care to provide for the things to 
come : And will you not haften your efcape from eter- 
nal torments.? O ! mew yourfelves men, and let reafon 
prevail with you*: Is it a reafonable thing for you to 
«* contend agafnft the Lord your Maker V* Ifa. *iv. 9. 
or " to harden yourfelves againft his word," Job ix, 4. 
as though " the fbength of Ifraei would lie ?" .1 Sam* 
xv. 29. • Is it reafonable that an underftanding creature 
fliould lofe, yea, live quite againft the very end of his be- 
ing, and be as a 'broken pitcher only fit for the dung- 
hill ? Is it reafonable that the only thing in this world 
that God hath made capable of knowing his will, and 
bringing him glory, fhowld yet live in ignorance of his 
Maker, and be unserviceable tohisufe ? Yea, fhould be, 
engaged agai aft hinvand fpit his venom in the face of his 
Creator ? ." Hear* O bearena, and give ear, O earth," 
and let the creatures without fenfe be judge if this be 
reafon, that man, whom God hath " nouriihed and 
brought up, fhould rebel againft him," Ifa i. 2. Judge 
ia your own felves : Is it a reafonable undertaking for 
briers and thorns to fet themfelves in battle againft the 
devouring fire ? Ifa. xxvii. 4. or for" the potlherd of 
the earth to ftrive with its maker r" You will fay, Thi» 
is not reafon, or furely the eye of reafon is quite put out : 
And if thw be not reafon, then there is wo*reaf>n that 
you mould continue as you are, but it is all the reafon in 
the world you mould forthwith turn aud repent. 

What ihall I fay f I could fpend myfelf in this argu- 
ment O. that yoa wpuld but hearken to me ! That you 
would prefently fet upon a new courfe ! Will you be 
made clean ? When (hall it once be ? What ! will no- 
body be perfuaded ? Reader, mail I prevail with thee 
forone \ Wilt'thou i\x. down and confider the' foremen- 
liooed argument, and debate it, whether it be npt beft to 
turn.* Gome, and let us reafon together : Is it good for 
thee to be here ? Wilt thou fit till; the tide comes in upon 
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thee ? Is it good for thee to try whether God will be to 
good as his word, and to harden tfcyfetf in a coitceft that 

- 411 is well With thee, while thou remaiiieft urifan&ified ? 
• But I know you will not be pcrfcaded, but the great* 
eft part will be as they have been, and do air they have 

' done. I know the drunkard wiH tufri to his vomit again, 
and the deceiver to his deceit again, and the hiftful wati*- 
ton, to his dalliance again. Alas ! that I muft leave yofi 
where you were, in your ignorance or loofencfs, or ia 
your lifelefs formality and cuftomary devotions \ How- 
ever, I will fit down and bemoan my fruitless labours, 
and fpehd fomefighs over my perifhing hearers. 

O diftrafted finners ! What will their end be ? Wfeat 
will they do in the day of vl Station ? w Whither' will 
they flee for help f Where will they leave their glory ff 9 
Ifa x. iii How powerfully hath fin bewitched them ! 
How effectually, hath the God of this world blinded 
them ! How ftrong is the delufion f How uncircamcifcd 
their ears ! How obdurate their hearts ! Satan hath 
them at his beck. But how long may I call, and can 
get no anfwer ? I may difpute with them year after ye*r, 
and they will give me the' hearing, and that is all ; they 
muft and will have their fins, fay what I will ; thoorbl 
tell them there is death in the crip, yet they will talent 
up ; though I tell them it is the broad way, and efideth 
in deduction, yet they will go on in it'} I warn Iheta, 
yet cannot win them. Sometimes I think the mercies ef 
God will melt them, and his winning invitations will over- 
come them ; but I find them as they were : Sometimes 
that the terror of the Lord will perfufcde them ; yet nei- 
ther will do this. They will approve the word, like the 
fermon, commend the preacher, but they will yet live at 
they did. They will not deny ma, and yet they Will not 
obey me. They will flock to the word of God, and fit 
before me as his people, and hear my words, but they 
will not do them Thty value and will plead forrtitttf- 
ters, and I am to them as the lovely fong of one that hath 
a plea fa nt voice, yet I cannot get them to come under 
Chrift's yoke. They love me, and will be ready to fay, 
they will do any thing, for me ; but, for my lif# I can- 
toot perfuade them vo leave their fins, to forego their tefft 
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company, their intemperance, their unjuil gains, &c. I 
cannot prevail with them to fet up prayer in their families 
and clofets, yet they will promife me, like the freward 
fon, that faid, " I go, Sir, but went not,'* Matt xxi. 30* 
I cannot perfuade them to. learn the principles of religion, 
though clfe, " they would die without knowledge/' Job 
xxxvL ia. I tell them their mifery, but they will not 
believe but it is well enough : If I tell them particularly, 
I fear, for fuch reafons, their eftate is bad, they will judge 
me cenforious j or* if they be at prefeot a little- awaken* 
ed, are quickly lulled aileep by Satan again, and have loft 
the fenfe of all. 

Alas, for *ny poor hearers ! Muft they periih at lad 
by hundreds, when minifters would fo fain fave them ? 
What courfe (hall I ufe with them, that I have pot tri- 
ed ? u What fhall I do fpr the daughter of my people V* 
Tier.ix 7. M Q Lord God, help. Ah* I <hall I leave 
them .thus ? If they will not. hear me, yet do thou; hear 
me : O that they may yet live in thy fight ! Lord fave 
them, or elfe. tfeey periftu My heart would melt to fee 
£hcir koufes on Ace about their ears, when they were 
Jaft afleep in their beds $ and /hall not my foul be moved 
within me to fee them falling into endlcfs perdition ! 
Lord have compaifion, and fave them out of the burning ; 
put forth thy divine power,, and the work will be done $ 
iut as for me, I cannot prevail. 

Shewing the ftlarh of the IJn.contmtbdv. \ 

WHILE, we keep, aloof in . generals* thw is Kttle 
fruit Jo be e*pe&ed, it is- the hand fight that doth • 
execution. ..David is not awakened by the prophet'*; 
hovering at a djftacce in.pa/abolicai jiu^nuatiqns j he iaj > 
forced to clofe with him, .anjd.-^l^l^m^ P&oly,, "Thou 
art the man." ( Few wiU.ia yyor^^dfnyjt^erieceflityiof , 
the new. birth,,but they Jjavc : a /elfrdeiu^ng/conCdenije 
that the., work ;i$ not now to do. Antl.heca^fe they . 
know tbcmfelyes free from that grofshf opc/ify^wbic^ 
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Cakes i^ religion merely for a colour to dmivfeethert* 
tad for covering of wicked de%ne*they arc confident of 
their finccrky,- and fafpeft not that more clofe hypocrtfy 
(wherein the greateft danger lies) by which a man de« 
ceivethhk own foul, ^femrt i *6. But man** deceitful 
heart iefueh a matcbfefs cheat a«ti felf-delufioav fo reign* 
kig and fo fatal a difeafe, that I know not whether he 
the greater, the difficulty, difagrecabJeacfe, or the nece& 
fity of the undeceiving work that I am nowapoB. Aba, 
for my unconverted hearers* t They moA be undeceived 
or undone. Otftbo^fliattthUbedEeatfdf 

M Hef)>, O atl-fearching Light, and let thy difcecniag 
eye difcover the tfottcn faindatkia o# the fdWeoewer $ 
and lead me, O Lord God/aa thou didft the prophet* 
into the chamber* of imagery, end dig thtaagh tie wall* 
of finnetf hearts, and diteover.the hidden, abxmfntidaa 
that are lurking out of light in the dark. O fend thy 
angel before me, to open the fhadry wards of their heart* 
as thou didft; before Peter, and make even the iron gates, 
to fly open of their own accord. And, as Jonathan* no 
fooner taftcd the honey but hie eyes wt*e enlightened ; 
fo grant, O Lord, that when the poor deceived Jotd* 
with whom I hare to do, fhaM caft then* eyes apoathefe 
lines, their mind* may beiH»r*fn*ted,and their cOsdcataV 
. cea convinced aad awakened, that they may fee witmthipav 
' eyes, and hear with their ears, and be converted, aad 
thou ihayeft heal them/* 

This mull be prcmifed before we proceed to the dis- 
covery, that it is moft certain men may have a confident 
- perfuafidn that their hearts and iafie* be good, and yet 
be unfoixnd. Hear the Truth hjjnielf, who (hews in La- 
edicea's cafe, that men may be " wretched aada&erahfc, 
and poor, and bfind, and naked/ 1 aad yet not isnow it ; 
yea, they may be confident they are '«• rich* andin cte afe d . 
in graced Rn>. ia. 17. " There it » generacWn that are 
pore in their own eye*, and yet are not warned from their 
fltbineW' A-tw m 12. . Who- better petfaaded of hst 
cafe than Fans* while he yejt pemaoaed imeoneertcd ? 
Rom. v& 9. So that they are raiferaaly deceived that 
takeaftrong canntteace for a foifirent evidence* /They 
that have as> better proof fhin barely a ftroag pcritafio* 
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that thtj: are converted, are certainty as yet granger* t* 

, . • j*ut fc> come morcclpfe : As it was faid of the adher- 
ents ta Antichjrift, fo here * forac of the unconverted 
scarry their ntfrks in their foreheads, note openly, and 
jfcrtue in their hands, ajore covertly. , The apoftlc reck- 
«ps up £s*ve upoa whom h« writes the featence of death y 
ansa thffe <^d^ catalogues, which I befecch you to 
3ttexwl to with all diligeace.— £/£..v 5,6, M For this 
ye .know, thai no whoremonger, nor unclean perfon, nor 
coveffut* man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in 
4fa kingdom of Gh rift and. of Gotf. Let no man deceive 
.yoAt ytittk va*n words, for becattfe of tbefe things comcth 
the wrath of God upon the children of difobedience.— 
fUv. x*i.& "Put the fearful, and Unbelieving,, and a- 
^otpinableiv and murderers, and whoremongers, and for- 

v.certts, and idolaters, and all liars, (halt have their part in 
th# lake thai burn* with fire and brimftoac j which is this 
ifecond deatb*"~-ri C^r. yi."o> io. f 1 Know ye pofe that 
the uerighteouamaU not inherit the, kingdom, of God I 
Be no%, deceived* neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
.adulterers* nor effeminate, nor abufcrs of themfelve* with. 
mankind, nor thieves* nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor 
vevitar*, nor extortioners, &all inherit the kingdom of 
God *'* fee G*L v, ig-*f. Woe to them, that havp 

. > their names written in thefe black rolls ; fuch nay know 
.as certainly as if God had told them, from heaven, that 
1 they ana u«fcm&ifie4,and under an impofEbility of being 

. Javcd in this condition, 

. . There are then fbefc federal forts that (paft all dif- 
.pute)areiiacQnve«tedi they carry their marks in theit 
forehtada, ; . .;,•,.«,... 
, 1 Hh&JJwkm* Thefe are ever reckoned among the: 

. joeis* and have their . names, whoever is. left out, in all the 
before^ncationed, catalogues, Mgh> v. 5. Rev. axi. 8. 

. 2b. The. GtfKtw: TMe are : ever branded for idolaiir** 
,*nd the .doors of the kingdom arc flu* . agaiaft them, by 

msmetEfb- ^5* GoL]ih$. 1 Cor, vi- 6. k>. . 

. 3. Drmkard* Not only fuck as drink away their 

rcaibn* tan withal (yea, above all J fuch as art too ftrong 
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v ■ > 
even for ftrong. drink : The Lord 'fihVht* mouth with 
woes againffc thefe, and declares they <* hare no inherit* 
ance in the kingdom of God," I fit. v. 1 1, 12, 22. Go/, 
v. 21. : •••."' 

4. Zritfr/. The God that cannot lie has told them* 
that there is no place for them in his kingdom, no en- 
trance into his hill ; bat their portion is with the father 
of lies, wbofe children they are,, in the hike of burn- 
ings, Pfalm xv. 1 1 z. Rev. xxi. 8, 27. y<?&» vih. 44.' 
Prov vi. 17. ' 

5 . Swearers. The end of thefe, without '-deep and - 
fpeedy repentance, is- fwift ^deftrudib^ and mofc cer- 
tain and unavoidable condemnation,- y^ar/v, 12. Zeth. 

▼. 1, 2> 3v 

6. Railers and- BaeHiters, that love to lake up a re- 
proach againft their neighbour; and mug aH the dirt they 
can in his face, or eke wound him fecretly behirfd his 
back, Pfalm xv. 1, 3. 1 Car* vi. 10. andv 11. 

7. Thieves, extortioners* and oppnJfors % that grind the 
poor, over-reach their brethren when they have them at 
an advantage \ thefe inuft know that " God is the 
avenger of all fuch," * Thefs* iv. 6 Heir, O ye folfe 
and purloining, and wafteftd ftrVanta ; hear, O ye dr- 
ceitful tradefmen ; hear your fentetice ; God wMl cer- 
tainly hold his dtoor againft you, and turn your treas- 
ures of unrighteoufhefs. into treafurei of wrath, and 
make your ill-gotten filvcr and gold to torment yon, 
like burning metal in your bowels, 1 £«r.vi 9; xa. 
James v. 2, 3. 

8. " All that do ordinarily live in the -profane ncgle& 
of God's worjbifh;" jhatnear not his word, • that call 
not gn his name, that refrain prayer before G«d» that 
mind not their own nor' then- families fouls* but "• live 
without God in the wosld," J*bn vhi; 47* Joixv* 4. 
Pfalm xiv. 4. and lxxix-6. Epk ii. vi* and iv. f 8. 

9. " Thofe that are frequent ers and lovers si company*' . 
God hath declared he will be the deibeyer of aU jocli,. 
and that they (hall never- enter into the hill of his reft, 
Prov. xiii. 20 and'ix. 6. Pfalm xv. 4* v v 

10. Scoffers it religion, that make * feorn ofprecife 
walkings and mock.aj the meiTcngeifs • and -dfligcjit fc*>. 



The Marks of the UtfcosrvEHTED 57 

V&ts of the Lord, and at tnieir holy pfofeffi.in . and mak« 
fhemfelves merry with the weaknefsand failings of pro* 
feflbrs. Hear, ye defpifers, your dreadful doom, Pre**. 
iix. 2$. and;iii. 34 z-Cbton. ixxvi 16 . 

Sinner, confider diligently, whether thou art d6t to 
be found in one of thefe ranks 5 for if this be thy cafe, 
** thou art in the gall of bitternefsand bond of inkjuity \" 
for all theft do carry their marks in their foreheads, and 
are undoubtedly the fons of death. And if fo, the Lord 
pity oar poor congregations ! Q, how ftnall a number 
will be left when thefe ten forts are taken out ! Alas ! 
on how taany doors, on how many faces muft we write, 
M Lord have mercy on us !" Sirs, what &ift do you 
make to keep up your confidence of your good : ftate # 
when God from heaven declares again ft, and pronounces 
you in a ftate of damnation ? I would reafoiv, with y6u . 
as God with them, " How cafift thou fay,. I am not pol- 
luted P* Jtr. 11.-13. " See thy way in the valley, know 
what thou haft done/' Man, is not tby confeience 
privy to thy tricks of deceit, to thy chamber pranks* to 
thy w*y of lying ? Yea, are not thy friends, thy family, 
tfey fte^aboT^witnefsto thy profone neglc&s of God's 
-woflhip/ to thy coveton* practices, to thy envious, and 
nialieiaU* carriage \ May not they point at- thee as thou 
goeft* There goes y gaming prodigal : There goes a 
drunken fftdml, a companion of evil-doers : The* goes a 
railer , a fcoffer, or a loofe liver* Beloved, God hath 
Written it as with ;a fart beam tn, the book by which you 
tauft b* judged, that thefe am not the fppts of his chil- 
dren ! and that none fueh» except renewed by converting 
grace* ftiaU ever efcape the damnation of hell* 

Otltat fuch as you would now be perfuaded to " re- 
pent, and turn from all your tranfgreffions, or eife iniqui- 
ty wilLbe.your ruin !"•■ Ezei. *vi*i. jo. Alas, for poor 
hardened tinners ! Muft I leave you at laft where you 
Were ? Muft I leave the lippler ft ill at the ale-bench ? 
Muft Heave the wanton ftill at his dalliance ? Muft I 
leave the malicious ftill In bis venom, and the drunkard 
ftill at his vomit ? However, you muft know that you 
have been warned, and that I am clear of your blood. 
And, " whether men -Will hear, #r vhtjkber they will for- 
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bear," I will leave the (captures with them, eithe^Af 
thunderbolts to awaken them, or as fearing-irons to hard- 
en them to a reprobate fenfe, PJalm lxviii 2i._ " God 
(hall wound the head of his. enemies, and the hairy fcalp 
of fuch an one as goes on ftill in his trefpaffes," Prcru* 
xxix. 1. "He that being often reproved hardeneth h*4 
neck, (hall f uddealy be deftroyed, and that without rem* 
edy," chap* i. 24. &c " Becaufe 1 have called, «nd yc 
refuted, I have ft retched out my hand, and no man re- 
garded, &c. I will mock at your calamity, when your de- 
ftru&ion cometh as a whirlwind." 

And now I imagine many will begin to blefs them- 
felves, and think all is well, becaufe they cannot be charg- 
ed with the grafter evils before-mentioned ; but I mud 
further tell you, that there are another fort of uafan&ifi- 
ed perfons, that carry not their marks in their foreheads, 
but more fecretly and covertly, in their hands ; thefe do 
frequently deceive themfelves and -ethers, and pafs for 
good chriflians, when they are all the while unfound at 
bottom. Many pafs undiscovered till death and. judg- 
ment bring all to light. Thofe felf-deccivers, feem to 
come even to heaven's gate with full confidence of their 
admjgoni and yet are fhut out at laft, Matt.vii* 22. 

Brethren beloved, Tbefeecfc you deeply to lay t6 
heart, and firmly retain this awakening confideratioa, that 
multitudes mifcarry by cherifhing forne fecret fin, that is 
not only hidden from others, but, for want of fearching 
their own hearts, even from themfelves/' A man may 
be free from open pollution*, and yet periih at laft by 
feme fecret unobferved iniquity. And there, be thefe 
twelve hidden fins, through, which fouls go down by 
numbers into the chambers of death 5 thefe you muft 
fearch carefully for, and note them as black marks, wher- 
ever they be found difcovering a gracelefa and unconvert- 
ed ftate : And. as you love your lives, read carefully 9 
with a holy jealoufy of yourfelves, left you fhould be the 
perfons concerned. 

1* " Grofe ignorance •" O how many poor fouls doth 

this fin Wl in the dark ! Hqs, iv. 6 while they 'think ver*. 

^ jly they have, good hearts, and are in the ready waytfc 

heaven I This. is the murderer that difpafcphes thou£^da : 
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m a filent manner, when, poor hearts ! they fafpe& 
nothing, and fee not the hand that dcftroys them. You 
fhall find, whatever excufes you have for ignorance, that 
it is a foul undoing evil, I/a. xxvhVii. 2 Thefi. i. 8. 
2 Cor* iv. 3. Ah! would it not have grieved a man's 
heart to have feen that woeful fpectacle, when the poor 
proteftants were flint up, a multitude together, in a barn, 
and a butcher comes with cruel hands; warmed in human 
blood, and leads them one by one, blindfold, to a block 
where he flew them, poor innocents! one after another 
by fcorcs in cold blood? But how much more fhould your 
hearts bleed to think of the hundreds in great congrega- . 
tions that ignorance doth butcher in fccret, and lead blind 
fold to the block 1 Beware this be none of your cafe. 
Make no plea for ignorance; if you fpare that fin, know 
that it will not fpare you: and would a man take a 
murderer to his bofom ? 

2. "Secret refervesin clofmg with Chrift." To for- 
fake all for Chrift, to " hate father and mother, yea, a 
man's own life" for him, M This is a hard (aying," 
Luke xiv. 26. Some will do much, but they will not be 
of the religion that will undo them; they never come to 
be entirely devoted to Chrift, nor fully to refign to him : 
they muft have the fweet fin; they mean to do themfelves 
no harm ; they have fecret exceptions for life, liberty, of 
eftate. Many take Chrift thus, hand over head, and 
never con fider his felf-defiying terms, nor caft up the 
coil; aBd this error in the foundation mars all, and fe- 
crctly -ruins them forever, Luke xiv . 28*. Matthew xviii. 

21. 

3. " Formality in religion." Many flick in the dark, 
and reft in the out fide of religion and in the external 
performances of holy duties, Matthew xxiii. 25. and this 
oftentimes doth moft effectually deceive men, and doth 
more certainly undo them than open loofenefs, as it was 
it the Pharafee's , cafe, Matthew x xiii. 3 1 . They hear, 
they faft, they pray, they give alms, and therefore will 
not believe but their cafe is good, Luke xviii. 11. where- 
as; refting in the work done, and coming fhort of heart- 
work, and the inward power and life of religion, they 
fall at laft into the burning, from the flattering hopes and 
confident perfuafions of their being in the ready way to 
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hearen, Mutibcxv vii. .22, 23. O dreadful cafe, when a 
man's religion (hall fcrvc only to harden him, and effec- 
tually to delude and deceive his own foul! 

,4. «* The prevalence of falfe ends in holy duties," - 
Matthew xziii. 25. This was the bane of the Pharisee. 
O how many poor fouls are undone by this, and drop in- 
to bell before they difcern their miftake! They perfoim . 
good duties, and fo think all is well; but perceive not 
that they are actuated by carnal motives all the while. 
When the main thing that doth ordinarily, carry a. man. 
out to religious duties AiaU be really fome carnal end- as 
t4 fatisfy his conscience, to get the repute of being reli- 
gious, "to Be feea. of men," to (hew his own gifts and 
parts, to avoid the reproach of being a profane and irre* 
ligious perfori, or the like; this difcovers an unfound 
heart, Ho/ x. i. Ztcb. vii. 3, 6. O profedbr! if you 
would avoid fclf deceit, fee that you mind nqt only your 
a&Ss but withal, yea, above all, your ends. 

5. " Trading in your own rigbteoufnefs," Luke xviii. 
9* This is a foul-undoing mifchief, Romans x. 3. When . 
men do truft in their own rigbteoufnefs, they do indeed 
reject Chrifl's, Beloved, you bad need be watchful 00 
every hand; for not only your fins but your duties may 
.undo you. It may be you never thought of this: but fo 
it is, that a man may as certainly mifcarry by his feeming. 
right eoufnefs and fuppofed graces, as bygrofs fins;,and 
that is, when a man doth truft in thefe as his rightcouf- 
nefs before God, for the fatisfy ing his juftice, appealing 
his wrath, procuring his favour, and obtaining of his own 
pardon; for this is to put Chrift out of office, and make, 
a faviourof our own duties and graces. Beware of this/ 
O profeflbrs! You are much, in duties: bujt this one fly 
will fpoil all the ointment. When you have doae mott 
and beft, be fure go out of yourfelves to Chrift, P/alm. 
cxlii; 2. Phil. iii. 9. I/a* kjv. 6, Neh. xiii. 22.. 

6. " A fecret enmity againft the ftri&nefs of religion.*' 
Many moral perfons, punctual in their formal devotion, . 
have a bitter enmity againft precifenefs, and bate the life 
and power of religion, PhtU iii 6. compared with A89 
ix. i. They like not this forwardnefs, nor that men 
ihould keep fucha ftir in religion; they conderari the, 
ftridtuefs.of religion as fingulaoty, indifcretiop, and ia- 
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temperate zeal; and wjth them a lively preacher, or a 
lively chriftian, is but a heady fellow. Thefe men love 
not holinefs as holinefs, (for then they would love the 
height of holinefs) and therefore areNmdoubtedly rotten 
at heart, whatever good opinion they have of themfclves. 

7. " The refling in a certain pitch of religion " 
When they have fo much as will fave them (as they fup- 
pofe) they look no farther, arid fo fhew themfdves fhort 
of true grace, which will ever put men upon aspiring to ' 
farther perfection, PhiL iii 13. Proverbs iv 1 8. 

8 u The predominant love of the world '* This is 
the fure evidence of an tvnfan&ified heart, Mark x Z2» 
I John ii 15. 

But how clofe doth this fin lurk oftentimes under the 
fair covert of forward profeffion! Luke viii- 14. Yea, 
inch a power of deceit is there in this fin, that many 
times, when every body clfe can fee the man's worldlinefs' 
and covetoufnefs, he cannot fee it himfelf, but hath fo 
njany colours, and excufes, and pretences for his eager* 
nefs on the world, that he doth blind his own eyes, and 
perifli iri his felf-deceit. How many profefTors be there, 
with whom the world hath more of their hearts and af- , 
fec~tions than Chrift; " who mind earthly things,^ and 
thereby are evidently after the flefb, and like to end in 
deftru&ion! Romans viii. 5. Phil. iii. 49. Yetafkthefe 
men, and they will tell you confidently, they prize Chrift 
above all; God forbid elfei and fee not their own earthly 
mindednefs, for want of a narrow.obfervation of the work- 
ing of theii* own hearts. Did they but carefully fearch 
they would quickly find that their greateft content it in 
the world, Luke xij. 1 9, and their greateft care and main 
endeavour it to get and fecure the world; which are the 
certain difcoveries of arT unconverted finner May the 
profeffing part of the world take earneft heed that they 
perifh not by the hand of this fin unobferved Men may 
be, and often are kept off from Chrift as effe&ually by the 
inordinate love of lawful comforts,- as by themoft unlaw- 
ful courfes, Matthew rii. 5. Luke xiv. 10, 24. 

9. " Reigning malice and envy againft thpfe that dif-. 
refpe& them, and are injurious to them,"-! John ii. 9, 1 1 , 
O how do many that feerri to be religious, remember in- 
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juries and cany grudges, and will return men as good as 
they bring, rendering evil for evil, loving to take revenge, 
wifhing evil to them that wrong them, dirc&ly agaioft 
tile rule of the gofpel, the pattern ©f Chrift, and the na- 
ture of God, Ramans xii 14, 17 1 Pet. ii. 21, 2$+-Neh. 
ix. 17 Doubtlefs where this evil is kept boiling in the 
heart, and is not hated, refilled, mortified, but doth ha- 
bitually prevail, that perfon is in the very gall of bitter- 
ncf«,.and in a date of death, Matthew xviii. 34, 35. 1 
^&«iii. 14, 15. 

Reader, doth nothing of this touch thee? Art thou in 
none of the fore-mentioned ranks? O fearch, and fearch 
again; take thy heart folemnly to talk: woe unto thee f 
if after thy profeffion thou fhouldeft be found under the 
power of ignorance, loft in formality, drowned in earthly 
mindednefs, envenomed with malice, ex halted in an opin- 
ion of thine own righteoufnefs, leavened with hypoerify 
and carnal ends in God's fervice, imbittered agatnit ftricV 
nefa; this would be a fad difcovery that all thy religiort 
were in vain. But I muft proceed. 

10. " Unmortified pride." When men love the praife 
of men .more than the praife of God, and fet their hearts 
upon men's efteem, applaufe, and approbation, it is mod 
certain they are yet in their fins, and ftrangers to trua 
converfion, John xii. 43., Gal. i. 10. O how fecretly 
doth this fin live and reign in many hearts, and they 
know it not, but are very ft rangers to themfelves! John 
ix 40. 

1 1 " The prevailing love of pleafure," 2 Tim. iii. 4. 
This-t8 a black mark. When men give the flefli the li- 
berty that it craves, and pamper and pleafe it, and do not 
deny and reftrain it ; when their great delight* is in grati- 
fying their bellies, and pleafing their fenfes. Whatever 
appearances they may have of religion, all is uirftfunpV 
Romans xvi 18. Tit. iii. 3. A Aefh-pleafing lifie^a$jt>t{ 
be pleafing to God. " They that are Chriltf s kWeJjftfcj • 
cified the flefh," and are careful to crofs it, and ko^jK-ifc- 
under as their enemy, Gal. v. 24. 1 Cor- ix. 2^, 27^- • 

12. " Carnal fecurity, or a prefumptuous ungrounded 
confidence that their condition is already good," Rev. 
Hi. 1 7* Many cry, peace, and fafety, wjien fadden de-^ 
*-u&ion is coming upon them, 1 TJjtjfi. v. 3. this was 
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that which kept the foolifh virgins flecping when th<?y 
fhotrkl hare been working; upon their beds, when they 
ihould have been at the markets, Maiilyttv xxv. 5. 1 o. 
Proverbs x. 5 They perceived not their want of oil till 
the bridegroom tots come; and while tbey went to buy 
the door was {hut. And, O that thefe foolilh virgins ' 
hard no facceflors! Where is the place* yea, where is the 
haufe almoft. where thefe do net dwell? Men are willing 
To eherim in ihemfclvefi, upon ever £0 light grounds, a 
hope that their condition i$ good, and fo look not out 
after a change, and by this means perifii in their fins. 
Are you at peace? Shew me upon what grounds your 
peace h maintained. Is it fcripture peace? Can you 
(hew the diftinguilhing marks of a found believer? 
Oafl you evidence that you have fosr.ething more than 
any hypoe»rrc in the world ever, had? If not, fear 
this peace more than any trouble;" and know, that a car- 
nal peace doth commonly prove the moil mortal enemy 
of the poor fool; and whUil it fmiles and kiffea, nud 
fpeaks it fair, dcth fatally Sails it, as it were, under the 
fifth rib. 

«By this time, methinkte,. I hear my readers crying out 
-with the difciple*, " Who then (hall be fared ?" Set out 
from among our congregations all thofe ten ranks of the 
profarte on on* hand, and then befides take out all the 
twelve forts of clofe and felf deceiving hypocrites on the 
other hand, and tell me then whether it bt: not a remnant 
that mall be faved. How few wHl be the fheep that 
(hall be left when all thefe (hall be feparated, and fet- 
?.mong the goats! For tny part, of all my numerous 
hearers, I have no hope to fee any of them in heaven, 
that are tc*be found among thefe two and twenty forts 
that are here mentioned, except by found converfion they 
are brought into another condition. 

'■* . Application. And now, Confcience,^ do thy office: 
ip£ak out, and fpeak home to him that heareth or reaxi- 

.-eth^ihffe/lirtes. If tl/on find any of thefe marks upon 
fnmjUtttoinuit pronounce him utterly unclean, Lev. xiii. 
44 - Take not up a lie into thy mouth, fpeak not pearce 
tahim to whom God fpeaks no peace: let not luft bribe 
thee, orfelf-la*c; or carnal prejudice blind thee. I fab- 
pcena thee fw&v the court of. heaven to come and give in 
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evidence: I require thee in the name of God to go with 
me to the fearch of the fufpe&ed houfe. As thou wilt 
anfwer it at thy peril, give in a true report of the ftate 
and cafe of him that readeth this book. Confidence, 
wilt thou altogether hold thy peace at fuch a time at 
this ? I adjure thee by the living God, that thou tell us 
the truth, Matthew xxvi, 6$. Is the man converted, 
or is he not? Doth he allow himfelf in any way of fin, or 
doth he not ? Doth he truly love, and pleafe, and prize, 
and delight in God above all other things, or not? Come 
put it to an iifue. 

How long fhall this foul live at uncertainties? O Con* 
fcience bring in thy verdict Is»this man anew man, or 
is he not? How doft thou find it? Hath there pafled a 
thorough and mighty change upon him, or not? When 
was the time, where was the place, or what were the 
means by which this thorough change of the new birth, 
was wronght in his foul? Speak, Conscience;, or if thou, 
can ft not tell time and place, can ft thou (hew fcripturc- 
evidence that the work istfone? Hath the man been 
ever taken off from his falfe bottom, from the falfe hopes 
andfalfe peace wherein oace he trufted? Hath he been 
deeply convinced of fin, and of his loft and undone con- 
dition, and brought out of himfelf, and off from his fins, 
to give up himfelf entirely to Jefus Chrift? Or, doft thou 
not find him to this very day uuder the power of ignor- 
ance, or in the mire of profanenefs Haft thou not found 
upon him the gains of unrighteoufnefs ? Doft thou not 
find him a ftranger to prayer, a neglc&tr of the word, a 
lover of this prtfent world? Doft thou not often catch 
him in a lie ? Doft thou not find his heart fermented with 
malice,.or burning with luft, or going after his covetouf- 
nefs? Speak plainly to all the fore-mentioned particulars: 
Can ft thou acquit this man, this woman, from being any 
of the two and twenty forts here defcribed? If he be 
fpund with any of them, fet him afide, his portion is not 
with the faints ; he mult be converted and made a new 
creature, or elfe he cannot enter into the kingdom* of 
. God. 

Beloved, be not your own betrayers, do not deceivt 
your own hearts, nor fet your hands to your own ruin, 
by a willful binding of yourfelvcs, Set $f> a tribunal iu 
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<ycur own breafts, bring the word and confidence to- 
gether: "To the law and to the teftimony," Ifa. viii. 
20. hear what the word concludes of your eft ates: O 
follow thefearch till you have found how the caie ftands; 
mi flake here and perifh. And fuch is the treachery of 
the heart, the fubtilty of the tempter, and the deceitful- 
nefs of fin, jfer. xvii. 9 2 Cor. xi. 3. ffeh. iii. 13. all 
confpireto flatter and deceive the poor foul; and withal 
fo common and eafy it is to be miftaken, that it is a 
thoufand to one but you will be deceived, unlefs you be 
very careful and thorough and impartial in the enquiry, 
into your fpiritual condition : O ! therefore ply yomr 
work, go to the bottom, fearch with candles, weigh you 
in the balance, come to the ftandard of the fan&uary, 
bring your coin to' tjic touchftone. You have the arch- 
eft cheats in the world to deal with, a world of counter- 
feit coin is going ; happy is he that takes no counters 
for gold. Satan is mailer of deceit ; he can draw to the 
life, he is pei fed in the trade, there is nothing but he 
can imitate. 

You cannot wifh for any grace, but he can fit you ta 
a hair with a counterfeit. Trade warily, look on every 
piece you take, be jealous, truft not fo much as your own 
hearts. Ron to God to fearch you and try you; to ex- 
amine you and prove your reins, Pfalm xxvi. 2. and 
exxxix 23, 24, If other helps fuffiee not to bring all to 
an ifiue, but you are ftillat a lofs, open your cafes faith- 
fully to fome godly and faithful mrnifter, Mai. ii. '7 reft 
not till you have put the bufinefs of your eternal wei- 
.fare out of que ft ion, 1 Pet. ii. 10. O fearcher of hearts, 
put thou this foul upon, and help him in bis fearch ! 

C H A P. V. 

Shewing the Miferks of the U»CO*V!*TE0. 

SO unfpeakably dreadful is the cafe of every uncoti* 
verted foul, that I have fometimes thought if I could 
but corivince men that they are yet unregenerate, 'the 
work were upon the matter done. . 

Put I fadly experience, that fuch a fpirit of floth and 
1 I 
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flumber (Romans xi. 8. Matthew xiii. 15.) poffefieth the 
impenitent, that though they be convinced that'they arc 
yet unconverted, yet they oftentimea carelefsly fit ftill; 
and what through the avocation of fenfual pleafures, or 
hurry of worldly bufinefs, or noife and clamour of earth- 
ly cares, and lulls, and affections, Lukcv'm. 14. the voice 
of confeience is drowned and men go no farther than 
fome cold wifhes and general purpofes of repenting, and 
amending, A3s xxiv. 1 5 . 

It* is, therefore, of high neceflity that I do not only 
convince men that they are unconverted, but that I alfo 
endeavour to bring them to a fenfe of the fearful mifery 
of this ftate 

But here 1 find myfelf aground' at firft putting forth. 
What tongue ean tell the heirs of hell fuflkiently of their 
aaifery, unlefs it were Dives's in that flame ? Luke xvi. 
24 Where is the ready writer, whole pen can decypher 
their mifery .that "arc without God in the world?" 
Eph ii. 12. This cannot be fully done, unlefs we know 
the infinite ocean of that blifa of perfection which is ia 
that God which a ftate of fin doth exclude men from: 
" Who knoweth (faith Mofcs) the power of thine an- 
ger ?" Pfalm xc. 11. And how mall I tell men that 
which I do not know ? Yet fo much we know, as one 
would think would make the heart of that man that 
hath the lea ft degree of fpiritual life and fenfe. 

But this is yet the more pofing difficulty, that I am to 
fpeak to them that are without fenfe. Alas! this is not 
the leaft part of man's mifery upon him, that he is dead, 
ftark dead in trefpaifes and fins, Ephcs. ii. 1. 

Could I bring paradife into view, or reprefent tbg 
kingdom of heaven to as much advantage as the? 
tempter did the kingdoms of the world, and all the glory 
thereof, to our Saviour; or could I uncover the face of 
the deep and devouring gulph of Tophet, in all its ter- 
rors, and open the gates of the infernal furnace, alas! he 
hath no eyes to fee it, Matthew xiii. 14. 15. Could I 
paint out the beauties of halinefs, or glory of the gofpef 
to the life; or could I bring aboveboard the more than 
diabolical deformity and uglinefs of fin, he can no more 
judge of the lovelineft and beauty of the one, and the 
filtluAcff and hatef ulncft oj£ the other, than* a blicdmaa 
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of colours. He ts alienated from the life of God 
. through the ignorance that is iu him, becaufe of the 
blindnefsof his heart, Eph iv. 18. he neither doth nor 
can know the things of God, becaufe they are fpirituall|T 
difcerned, I Cor. iu 14. his eyes cannot be favingly open- 
ed but b'y converting grace, Afts xxvi. J 8. he is a child 
of darknefs and walks in darknefsj 1 John i. 6. " yea, 
the light in him is darknefs,' ' Matt, vi. 3. 

Shall I ring his knell, or read his fentence, Or found 
in his ear the terrible trump of God's judgments, that 
one would think mould make both his ears to tingle, and 
ftrike him into Bejfhazzar's fit, even to appal his coun- 
tenance, and loofen his joints, and make his knees finite 
one again il another? Yet alas! he perceives me not, he 
Lath no ears to hear. Or mail I call up the daughters 
of tniific and fing the fong of Mofes and of the Lamb I 
Yet- he will not be ftirred. Shall I allure him with the 
joyful found and lovely fong, and glad tidings of the 
gofpcl; with the mod fweet and inviting calls, comforts, 
and cordial 8 of the divine promifes, fo exceeding great 
and preciousi It will not affect him favingly, uidefa I 
could find him ears, Matthew xiii. 15. as well as tell him 
the news. 

Which way {hall I come at the miferable objects that 
I have to deal with? Who fhall make the heart of flone 
to relent? Zcch. vii. 11, 12. or the carcafe to feel and 
move ? That God alone that " is able of ftones to raife 
up children unto Abraham," Matthew iii. 9. that raifeth 
the dead," 1 Cer, i. 9. and melteth the mountains,'* 
Neh. i. 5. and ftrikes water out of the flints, Deut. viij. 
15. that loves to work like himfelf, beyond the hope and 
belief of man 1 that peopleth his church with dry bones* 
and planteth his orchard with dry flicks; he is able to 
do this. " Therefore I bow my knee to the moll high 
God/' Eph. iii. 14. and as our Saviour prayed at the 
fepulchre of Lazarus, jfchn xi. 38, 41. and the Shuna- 
mite to the man of God for her dead child, 2 Kings iv. 
•25. fo dolh your mourning mini Her kneel about your 
graves, and carry you in the arms of. prayer to that God 
in whom your help is found. . 

" O thou all powerful Jehovaii, that worketh,..and 
none^ can hindei|thce ! that haftjhe key of deaih and 
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heH, pity thou the poor foul* that lie here entombed, 
and roll away the grave-ftones, and fay, as to Lazarus, 
Corae fbrth : lighten thou this darknefs, O inacceffible 
Bght, and let the day-fpring from on high vifit the dark 
regions of the dead, to whom I fpeak for thou canil 
open the eyes that death itfelf hath clofed: thou that 
formedft the car, can ft re (lore the hearing: fay thou to 
thefe ears, Ephphatha^ and they mall be opened. Give 
thou eyes to fee thine excellencies, a tafte that may reliffi 
thy fweetnefs, a fcent that may favour thy ointments, a 
feeling that may difcern the privilege of thy favour, the 
burden of thy wrath, the intolerable weight of unpardon- 
ed lin : and give thy fervants order to prophecy to the 
dry bones; and let the effects of this prophecy be as 
thofe of the prophet when he prophefied the valley of 
dry bones into a living army, exceeding great," Eztl. 
xxxvii. i, &c. 

But I mull proceed, as I am able, to unfold that tnyf- 
tery which, I confefs, no tongue can fully unfold, no 
heart can thoroughly comprehend. — -Know, therefore, 
that while thou art unconverted, 
' lflr, " The infinite God is engaged againft thee." It 
is no fmall part of thy mifery that thou art without God, 
Eph. ii. 12. How doth Micah run crying after the Da- 
nites, " Ye have taken away my gods, and what have I 
more?" Judges xviii. 23, 24. O what a mourning then 
muft thou lift up that art without God, that canft lay no 
claim to him without daring ufttrpation ! Thou raayft 
fay of God as Sheba of David, " We have no part in 
JSavid, " neither have we inheritance in the fon of Jelfe," 
•2 Sam. xx. 1. How pitiful and piercing a moan it that 
of Saul in his extremity I " The PhilHtines are upon me, 
and God is departed from me I" 1 Sato, xxvii; 15. But 
what will you do, O tinners, in your day of vifitation ! 
Whither will you flee for help? Where will you leave 
your glory? I/a. x. 3. What will you do when the Phi- 
Mines are upon yon ; when the world (hall take its eter- 
nal leave of youj when you muft bid your friendsj 
houfes and lands-farewell for evermore? What will you 
do then> I fay, that have no God to go to? Will you call 
on him? Will yoji -«f$: to him for help? AJas ! he will 
aot own you, J*tov. i.jfi) 29. he wiS net take anj nc~ 
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ticeofyou, but fend you away with "\I never knew 
you," Matt. vii. 23. They that know what it is to have 
a God to go to, a God to live upon,, they know a little 
what a fearful mifery it is to be without God. This 
made that holy man cry out, " Let me have a God or 
nothing. ' Let me know him and his will, and what will 
plcafe him, and how I may come to enjoy him ; or would 
I had never had an understanding to kqow any thing.' 7 ' 
&e. 

But thou art not only without God, but God is again ft 
thee, E%ek. v* 8, 9. Nahum ii. 13. O! if God would but 
ftand neuter, though he did not own or help the poor 
finner, his cafe were not fo deeply miferable, though 
God (hould give up the poor creature to the will of his 
enemies, to do their Vorft with him ; though he (hould 
deliver him over to the tqrmentors, Matt. xviii. 34.. that 
devils (hould tear and torture him to their utmoft power 
and (kill, yet this were not half fo fearful. But God 
wilTfet himfelf againft the finner; and believe, " it is a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God," 
Ihb. x. 31. there is no friend like him, no enemy like 
him : as much as heaven is above the earth, omnipotency 
above impotency, infinity above nullity, fo much more 
honible is jt to fall into the hands of the living God, than 
i t"> the paws of bears or lions, yea, furies or devils. God 
himfelf will be thy tormentor; thy deftru&ion fhall 
come from the pr#fence of the Lord, 2 ¥hefs< i. 9. 
<c Tophet is deep and large, an4 the wrath of the Lord 
like a river of brimftone, doth kindle it," I/a, xx'x. 33. 
" If God be againft thee, who (hall be for thee? if one 
one man fin againft another, the judge {hall 1 judge hia^j 
but if a man fin againft the Lord, who (hall intreat for 
him? 1 Sam. ii. 15* Thou, even thou art to be feared; 
and who (hall ftand in thy fight when once thou art an- 
gry?" Pfalm lxxvi. 7. " Who is that god that (hall de- 
liver you out of his hands?" Dan. iii. 15. Can mammon? 
u Riches profit not in the day of wrath," Prov. xi. 4. 
Can Kings or warriors? Not " They (hall cry to the 
mountains and rocks to fall on them, and hide them from 
the face of him that fitteth on the throne, and from the 
wrath of the Lamb; for the great day of his wrath ii. 
come, and who fhall be able to ftand?" Rev. vi. 15, 17. * 
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Sinner! methinks this fkould go like a dagger to 
thy heart, to know that God is thine enemy: O wbitber 
wilt thou go? Where wilt thou ftielter thee? There, is 
no hope for thee unlefs thou lay down thy weapons, and 
fue out thy pardon; and get Chrift to ft and thy friend 
and make thy peace: if it were not for this, thou tntghteft 
go into fome howling wildernefs, and there pine in forrow, 
and run mad for anguifli of heart, and horrible defpair; 
but in Chrift there is a poflibility of mercy for thee, 
yea, a proffer of mercy to thee, that thou mayft have 
God more for thee, than he is now againft thee; but if 
thou wilt not forfake thy fins, nor turn thoroughly, and 
to fome purpofe to God, by a found converfion, tile 
wrath of God abideth on thee* and he proclaimeth hiiti- 
felf to be ag&inft thee, as in the prophet E%ekiel y <cfcsp. 
v. 8. " Therefore, thus faiththe Lord God, Behold, I, 
even I am againft thee." 

I. " His face is againft thee", Pjalm*x*vt. 16. "The 
face of the Lord is againft them that do evil, to cut G"fF 
the remembrance of them." Woe unto them whom 
God mall fet hit face againft. When he did but look 6a 
the hoft of the Egyptian*, how terrible was the confe- 
quence! £%ei, xiv. #. ♦* I will fet my face againft that 

' irtar>, and will make him a fign and a proverb, and will 
'cut him off from the mid ft of my people, and you Hull 
know i hat I a;n the Lord." 

II. " Hib heart is agaiftft thee*" He hateth all the 
workers of iniquity; rsim doth not thy hea?t tremble t% 
think of thy being an object- of God's hatred? Jer* xv. 
I. "Though Mofcs and SamueL flood before me, Jet 
*»y mind cSuld not be towards this people; caft them out 
of my fight. " Zech. xi. 8* "My foul loathed them, and 
their fouls al b abhorred me." 

III. " His hand is againft thee," I Sam, xh. I4, 15, 
All his attributes are againft thee* 

Firft, His juftice is like a flaming fword unfheathed 
againft thee: " If I whet my glittering fword, and my 
hand take hold on judgnffcnt, I will reader vengeance to 
mine adversaries, and will reward them that hate me; I 
will make, mine arrows drunk with blood," CSV. Deut* 
•xxxii. 40, 4 f . 

So exa£ Jlb juftice, that it will by no ntfafw^Iea* the 
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guilty, Eiadus xxxiv. 7. God will not difcharge thee, 
44 he will bo* bold thee guiklefs," Exbdus xx. 7. but will 
require the whole debt in perfon of thee; unleia thou 
caaft make a fcripture-claim to thrift, and his Satisfac- 
tion. When the enlightened iinner looks on juftice, and 
fees the balance in which he is to be weighed, and the 
fword by which he muft be executed, he feels an earth* 
quake in his breaft: but Satan keeps this out of fight, 
and perfuades the foul (while he can) that the Lord it 
all made up of mercy, and fo. lulls it aileep in fin. Di- 
vine juftice is very ftrift, it muft have fatisfa&ion to the 
utmoft farthing; it denounceth " indignation and wrath, 
tribulation and anguifh to every foul that doeth evil, 
Rom ii. 8, 9. It curfeth every one that continueth not 
in every thing that is written in the law, to do it," GaL 
iii. 10. The juftice of God to the unpardoned fmner, 
that hath a fenfe of his mifery, is more terrible than the 
light of the bailiff or creditor to the bankrupt-debtor, or 
than the fight of the judge and bench to the robber, or of 
the irons and gibbet to the guilty murderer When 
juftice fits upon life and death, O what dreadful work - 
doth it make with the wretched finner I " Bind him hand 
and foot, caft him into outer darknefs ; there fhall be 
weeping and gnaihing of teeth/' Matt xxii-43. " De- 
part from me, ye curled, into everlafting fire," Matt xxv. 
41. This is the terrible fentence that juftice pronounc- 
eth. Why finner, by this fe*ere juftice muft thou be 
tried ! And as God liveth, this killing fen ten ce (halt thou 
hear, unlefs thou repent and be converted. 

Secondly, " The holinefs of God is full of antipathy 
againft thee," Pfalm v. 4. 5. He is not only angry with 
thee, but he hath a fixed, rooted, habitual difpleafure 
againft thee, ** he loathes thee/' ZecL xi. 8 and what 
is done by thee, though in fubftancc commanded by him, 
Jfa. i. 14. Mai. i. 10* God's nsti&re is infinitely con- 
trary to fin, and fo he cannot but hate a finner out of 
ChrifL 

9 what mifery is this, to be^out of the favour yea, 
under the hatred of God ! Ecclcs. v 6 //«> ix 15. that 
God who can as eafily lay a fide his nature, -and ceafe to 
be God, as not be contrary to thee, and deteft thee, ex- 
cept thott be changed and renewed by grace. O finner ! 
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how darcft tbou to think of the bright and radiant fun of 
. purity, of the beauties, the glory of hojkiefs that is in God ! 
" the ftars are not pure in his fight," Job xxv. 5. " He 
humbles himfelf to behold things that are done in hea- 
ven," Pfalm cxiii. 6 O thofe light and fparkling eyes 
of his! What do they fpy in thee? And thou haft no in- 
t ere ft in Chrift neither, that he -Ihould plead for thee* 
Methiaks he fhould hear thee crying out (aftonifhed) 
with the Bethfhemrtds, " Who fhall ftand before this 
Lord God!" 1 Satn.vi. 20. 

Thirdly, "The power of God is mounted like a 
mighty cannon againft thee/* The glory of God's 
power is to be difplayed in the wonderful confuiion and 
deftruftion of them that obey not the~gofpel, 2 Theft i. 
8, 9 O man! Art thou able to .make thy part good 
with thy Maker? No more than a filly reed againft the 
cedars of God, or a little cockboat againft the tumbling 
ocean, op the children's bubbles againft the bluftering 
winds. 

Sinner, the power ojr God's anger is againft thee, 
Pfalm xc. 11. and power and anger together make fear- 
ful work; it were better thou hadft all the world in arms 
againft thee, than to have the power of God againft thee. 
There is n<Mfcaping his hands nor breaking his prifon. 
" The thunder of his power who can underftand ? Job 
xxvi. 14. Unhappy man that fhall underftand it by 
feeling it ! " If he will contend with him, he cannot an- 
fwer him one of a thoufand. He is wife in heart and 
mighty in ftrength: who hath hardened himfelf againft 
him an c? prospered? which removeth the mountain* and 
they know it not ; which overturneth them in his anger; 
which fhaketh the edrth out of her place, and the pillars 
thereof tremble; which commandeth the fun, and it 
rifeth not, and fealeth up the ftars? Behold he taketh 
away, who ean hinder him ? Who will fay unto him, 
What doeft thota ? If God will not withdraw his anger, 
the proud-helpers do ftoop under him," Job hi. ^. CsV- • 
And art thou a fit" match* for fuch an antagonift? tO\ 
confider this, you that forget God, left he tear you in 
pieces and there he none to deliver you,** PfaJ, 1. 22. 
Submit to mercy, let not duft and bubble* ftand out 
againft the Almighty; fet not briers and fchoVa* againft 
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engaged to deftroy thecf So that if the Almighty can 
doit, thou fhalt furely perifh and fce damned. Why 
man? the whole book of God doth teftify againft theej 
while thou remained unfan&ificd: it condema thee in 
every Itaf, and is to thee like Ezekiel'a roll, "written 
within and without witfc lamentation, and mourning and 
woe/* Evukielvu 10. and all this {hall furely come upon 
thee, and overtake thee, (Dettt. xxviii. 15.) except thou 
repent ; " Heaven and earth (hall pafs away, but one jot 
or tittle of this word (hall never £afs away," Matthew 
v. 18. 

Now put all this together, and tell me if the cafe of 
the unconverted be not deplorably miferablex as we read 
of-fome peffons that-had bound them (elves in an* oath 
and in a curfe to kill Paul, fo thou 'muft know, O im- 
penitent finner, to thy terror^ that all the attributes of 
the infinite God are bound in -an oath to deftroy thee, 
f/ebm iii. i#. O man! what wilt thou do? Whither wilt 
thou flee ? If God's omnifciency can find thee, thou (halt 
notefcapej if the true and faithful God will fave his 
oath, perim you muft, except thou repent and believe. 
If the Almighty hath power to torment thee, thou (halt 
be perfectly miserable in foul and body to all eternity, 
unlefs it be prevented i>y fpeedy converfion* 

II. " The whole creation of God re againft thee*** 
"The whole creation (faith Paul) groaneth and travail- 
cthin pain*" Romans viii. *2. But what is it the crea- 
tion groaneth under? Why, the fearful abufe that it it 
fub)e£t $p, in ferving the luft of unfan edified men. And 
what is it that the creation groaneth for? Wh*p, for 
freedom and liberty from this abufe; for the " creature 
is very unwillingly fubje& to this bondage* '.Romaa/ viii. 
19, a 1. If the unreasonable and animate creatures had* 
fpeech and reafon, they would cry out under it as a 
bondage unfufFerable to be abufed by the ungodly, con- 
trary to their nature* and the ends that the great Creator 
make them for. While the Lord of hofts is againft thee 
be fare the ho ft of the Lord is againft thee, and all the 
creatures as it were vf in arms, till upon a man's conver- 
fion the controverfy being taken up between Qod and 
him, he makes a covenant of peace with the creatures 
forhira, J9b.xm 9 ii f 2^Ho/.'\u tlYao. ' * * 
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-III. "The roaring lion hath his full power upo» 
thee" i Pet. *. 8* Thou art fall in the paw of that lion 
that is greedy to devour; in the fnare of the devil, led 
captive by him at his will, 2 T'tnu ii. 26. This is the 
fpirit that worketh in the children of difobtdieuce* 
Epb. ii. 2. his drudges they a<e, and his lull they do, 
He is the ruler of' the darknefs of this world, Epb. 
vi. 12. that is of ignorant {inner*, that live in darknefs. 
You pity the poor Indians that worfhipthe devil for their 
God, but little think it is your own cafe. Why, it is the 
common mifery of all the impenitent, that the devil is 
their God, 2 Cor. iv. 4.* Not that they do intend to do 
him homage and worihip, they will be ready to defy him* 
and him that fhouid fay fo by thera*but all this while they 
ferve him, and come and go at his beck, and live under his 
government: " His fert ants ye arc to' whom you yield 
yourftlves to obey." Romans vi 16. Doubtlefs the liar in- 
tends not afervicc tob\atan, but his own adv^tage; yet 
it is Sen hat ft and s in the corner unobferved, aud puttell* 
the things in his heart, Ads v. 3. John viii.44. "Qi! t ^" 
tionhfs Judas, when he fold his mafter for money, and 
the Chaldeans and Sabeans, when they plundered Job, 
intended not to do the devil a pleafure, but to fatisfy 
their own covetous thirft, yet it was he that actuated 
them in their wickednefs, John xiii- 27. Job i. 12, 15* 
* 1 7 Men may be very flaves and comrnon drudges ior 
the- devil, and never know it; nay,, they may pleafe 
themfelves in the thoughts of happy liberty, 2 Pit. ii. 19. 
Art thou yet in ignorance, and not turned from dark- 
nefs $0 light ? Why, thou art under the power of Satan, 
jlQs xvi. 1 8. Doft thou live in the ordinary and wilful 
practice of any known fin? know that thou art of the 
devil, i John iii. 8. Doll thou live in ftrife, or envy,or 
malice? verily he is thy father, John viiL 40, 41. O 
dreadful^cafe ! However Satan may provide his fliiyes 
with divers pie afures, Tit. iii. 3. yet it is but to draw 
them into endlefs perdition. The ferpent comes with * 
the apple in his mouth, O! but (with Eve) thoufeefl not 
the deadly fling in his tail. He that is now thy tempter 
will one day be thy tormentor. O, that I could but give 
thee to fee how black a. mailer thou ferve ft, how filthy 
a drudgery thou doft,. how mercilefs a tyrant thou gra- 
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tifieft, all whofe pleafure is to fet thee on work to make* 
thy perdition and damnation fure, and to heat the fur- 
nace* hotter and hotter, in which thou mull burn for mil- 
lions and millions of ages. 

IV, ** The guilt of all thy fins lies like a mountain 
upon thee." Poor fouL!- thou fccleft it not, but this is 
that which feals thy mifery upon thee. While uncon- 
verted, none of thy' fins can be blotted out, A8s iii. 19, 
they are all upon the f core again ft thee. Regeneratioa 
and remifiion are never fcparatedj' the unfanclified are 
unqueftianably unjuftifiedand unpardoned l Cor. vi. 11.' 
i Pet. i. 2. IJeb. ix. 14. Beloved, it is a fearful thing 
to be in debt, but above all in God's debt; for there it 
no arreft fo formidable^ bis, no prifon fo horrible as his* 
luook upon an enlightened finnerwho feels the weight 
of his own guilt, O how frightful are his looks, how fear- 
ful are his complaints ! His comforts are turrned into 
wormwood* and his moifture into drought, and his fieep 
iedeparted from his eyes. > , 

Hew light foever you may make of know, you wiH 
one day find the guilt of unpardoned fin to be ahearybU!*- 
den, it is a mill-ftohe, '• whofoever falleth Upon it fliaH 
be broken; but upon whomfoever it i>^all fall, it (hall 
grind him tn powder," Matt. xxi. 44. . What work dii 
it make with our bJefTcd Saviour! It prefTed the very 
bkorl out of his veins, and broke all his bones; and' if 
it did this in the grten tree, what will it do in the drjl 

O tjiink of thy cafe in time! canft thou think of that 
threat without trembling, " Ye mail die in your fins?" 
*joln viii. 24. O better were it for thee to die in • jail, 
in a ditch, in a dungeon, than to die in your fins. If 
de?ih, as it will take a^ay all thy other comforts, would 
takeaway thy fns too, it were fome mitigatiort; but thy 
fins will fWiuMv thee when thy friends leave thee, and ail 
worldly enjoyments make hands with thee; thy fins will 
not dir with thee, 2 Cor, v jo. Rcv-xt 12. as a prison- 
er's other debts will, but they will to judgment with, 
tliec, there to be thy accufers; and they wiD to hefi who 
thee, there to be ,thy tormentors. Better to have fo 
many fiends and furies about thee, than thy fins to fall up- 
on "thee and fatten upon thee. O the work that thefe 
will make thee! O look over thy debit ip time, bow 
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much thou art i» the hooks of every one of God's laws: 
how is every one of God's commandments ready to arreft 
thee, and fcize thee by the throat, for the innumerable 
bonds it hath upon thee? What wilt thou do then, when 
they fhall all together come in againfl thee? Hold 
open the eyes of confeience to conlider this, that thou 
mayeft defpair of thyfelf, and be driven to Chrift, and 
«* fly for refuge to lay hold of the hope that is fet before 
thee," Heb . vi. 18. ' 

V. " Thy f aging Iufts do miferably enflave thee.** • 
While impenitent thou art a very fervant of fin 5 it reign* 
over thee, and holds thee under its dominion till thou art 
brought within the bonds of God's covenant, John viii. 
34, 36 Titus iii. 3. Romans vi, 12, 14. and vi 16, 17. 
Now there is not fuch another tyrant as fin : O the filthy 
and fearful work that it doth engage its fervant s in I 
Would it'not pierce a man's heart to fee a company of 
poor creatures drudging and toling, only to heap up fag- . 
gots to burn themfelvesl Why this is the conftant em- 
ployment of all fin*s drudges: even- while they blefs 
thcmfelves iiri their unrighteous gains, while they fihg 
and fwili in pleafures, they are but trcafuiing up wrath 
and vengeance for their eternal burning ; they ate 
hut laying in powder and bullet, and adding to the pile 
of Tophet, and flinginig>in oil to make the flame rage 
the fiercer. Who would fervc fuch a matter, whofe 
work, is drudgery, and whofe wages is death! Rom. vi. 

What a woeful fpe&acle was the poor wretch *|k> 
was poffefTed with the legion ! Would it not have griev- 
ed thy heart to have feen him among the tombs cutting 
" and wounding himfelf ? Mark v. 5. This is thy cafe, 
' fuch is thy work, every ftroke is a thruft at thy heart, 
1 Tim. vi. 10. Confeience indeed, is now afleep, but 
when death and judgment fhall bring thee to thy fenfes, 
. then thou wilt feel the raging fmart and angutfh of every 
wound. 

VI. " The furnace of eternal vengeance is heated 
ready for thee," Ifa. xxx. 33. •' Hell and dnftruclionj 
open their mouths upon thee, they gape and groan for 
iher" chap v. 18* waiting as it were, with a greedy eye» 
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as thou ft>indeft- on the brink, when thou wilt drop in. 
If the wrath of man be " as the roaring of a lion," Prov. 
XX. 2. " more heavy than the land," chap xxvii. 3. what 
is the wrath of the infinite God? If the burning furnace, 
heated in Nebuchadnezzar's fiery rage* when he com- 
manded it to be made feven times hotter, was fo fierce 
*s to bum up even thofe that drew near it to throw the 
three children in, Dan, ii. 19, 22. how hot is that burn- 
ing oven of the Almighty's fury? Mai* iv I. fntely this 
isicventy times more, fierce. " Can thy heart endure, 
0r can thy hands be ftrong in the day that I fhall deal 
with thee, faith the Lord of hofta?" Ez*k xxii. 14. 
Canft thou abide everlafting burnings? Can il thou dwell 
with con fuming fire ? I/a. xxxiii. 14. 

O finncr! flop here and confider*; if thou art a man, 
and not .a fenfelefs block, confider; bethink thyfclf 
where thou {landed; why upon the very brink of this 
furnace* " As the Lord liveth, and as thy foul liveth, 
there is but a ftep between thee and it," 1 Sam. ix 3. 
Thou knoweft not, when thou lied down, but thou may ft 
be in it before the morning: thou knoweft not, "when thpu , 
lifeft, but thou mayft drop in before night. Dareft thou 
make tight of this? Wilt thou* go on in fuch^a dreadful 
condition at if nothing ailed xbec? If thou putteft it oh? 
and fayed, " This doth not belong to thee.;" look again 
over the foregoing chapter, and tell me the truth ; are 
jRoneof thefe black marks found upon thee? Do not. 
blind thine eyes, do not deceive thyfelf ; fee ihy mifery 
wMft thou mayft prevent it. Think what it is to be a 
vile out caft, a damned reprobate, a veffel of WTath, into 
which the Lord will pour out his tormenting fury while 
he hath a being, Rom. ix. 22. 

VII. "The law difcharges„all its threats and curfet . 
at thee," Gal iii. 10. Dtut xxviii. Q how dreadful doth 
it thunder 1 it fpits fire* and brimftone in thy face 5 its 
words are as drawn f words, an4 as the (harp arrows of 
the mighty ; it demands fatisfa&ion to the utmoft, and 
cnts 9 jufllce t juJKcei it fpeaks blood, and war, and wounds, 
and death agaiaft thee. O the execrations, and plagues, 
and deaths that this murdering piece is loaded with ! (read 
Dettty xxviiL f 5. &c«) and thou art the mark at whie,h 
*his fhot is levelled. " O man, away to thy ftrong hold, ,a 
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Zuh ix. ifc away from thy fins, hafte to the fan&uary, 
the city of refuge, Hub xiii. 13. even the Lord Jefus 
Chrifl; hide thee in him, 9r elfe thou art loft without 
any hope of recovery. 

. VIII "The gofpel itfelf biudeth the fentence of 
eternal damnation upon thee," Mark xvi. 16. If thou 
continued ia thine impenitent and unconverted ftate, 
know that the gofpel denounceth a much forer condem-. 
nation than ever would have been for the tranfgreffion 
only of the firft covenant. Is it «ot a dreadful cafe, to 
have the gofpel jtfelf thunder out threats of damnation?" 
To have *• the Lord roar from mount Sion againft thee? 
Joel, iii lb* '* Hear the terror of the Lord he that 
belie veto not (hall be damned Except ye repent ye fhalL 
all perifti," Luke xiii. 3. " This is the condemnation, 
that light is come into the world, and men love darknefa 
rather than light/' John in 19* " He that bebeveth 
not the wrath of God abideth ou him," John iii. 36. 
" If she word fpoken. byangels was ftedfaitj and every 
tranfgreffion and difobedience received a juft rccompence 
of reward, how (hall we.efcape if we neglect fo great fal- 
vation?" Hcb* \u 2, 3> " He that defpifed Mofes's law,., 
d'ed without mercy- Of how much forer punifhment 
(hall he be thought worthy, who hath trampled undejr 
foot the Son of God?" Heh x. 28, 29, 

Application. And is this true indeed? Is this thy 
imTery? Yea, it is as true as God is. Better open thine* 
cypsaiKl fee it now* while. thou mayft remedy it, than 
blind and harden thyfelf till, to thy eternal forrow, thou, 
/halt feel what thou wouldft not believe: and if it be true, 
what doft thou mean, to loiter andjfoger iufuch a cafe 
as this? 

, Hear what the Lord' faith: " Fear ye not me, faith 
the Lord, will ye not tremble at my prefencc?" Jen ▼• 
22. O finners, do you make light of the wratb*to come? 
Matthew iii. 7. I am Jure- there, is a time coming, when 
-ypu will not mate light of it. Why, the very devils do 
believe and tremble* James ii. 19, What, are you more - 
hardened than they ? Will you. run upon the edge of the 
rock? Will you play at the hole of the afp? Will you . 
put your hand upon the cockatrice's den? Will you^nce 
upgo the fire till you are bur»t ! Or dally with devouring 



'80 * Miseries of the Unconverted. 

wrath, as if you were indifferent whether you did efcapc 
or endure it-? O madnefs of folly ! Solomon's madman, 
that cafteth firebrands, arrows, and death, and faith, 
u Am Inotinjeft?" Prov xivi 18. TJicre is nothing 
fo diftra&edas the wilful tinner, Luke xv 17. that goeth 
on in his unconverted ftate, without fenfe, as if nothing 
ailed him. The man that runs on the cannon's month, 
and fports with his blood, and lets out his life in a frolic, 
is fcnfible, fober, and ferious, to him that goeth on ftill ia 
his trefpaffes, Pfalm lxviii. 2 £ for ** he ftretches out his 
hand againit God, and flrengthen3 himfelf againft the 
Almighty: he runneth upon him, even u^on his neck, 
upon the thick bofles of his buckler," jfobxv. 35, l6 Is 
it wifdom to dally with the feebnd death,' or to venture 
into the lake that burneth with fire and brimftone? Rev* 
xxi. 8. as if thou were but going to wafhthee,or fwim for 
thy recreation ? What mall I (ay? I can- find out no cx- 
preffion, no com pari fon, whereby to fetibrth the dreadful 
diftra&ion of that foul that continues to go on in fin* 

Awake, awake, £fL ▼• 14. O finnerl arife and take 
thy flight : There is but one door thou mayfl flee by, 
and that is the (trait door of coaverfion and the new birth* 
Unlefs thou turn unfeignedly from all thy fins, and 
come to Jefus Ghrift, and take him for " the Lord thy 
righteoufoefs," and walk in him in holineft and newnefs 
oflife r as the Lord liveth, it is not more certain that 
thou art now out of hell, than that thou malt without fait 
be in it, but a few days or nights from hence. O fet thy 

•heart to think of thy cafe. Is not thine everlafting mife- 
ry or welfare that which doth deferve a little confidera- 
tion? Look again over the miferies of the unconverted* 
If the Lord hath not fpoken by me regard me not; but 
if it be the very word of God, that all this mifery lies 
upon thee, what a cafe art thou in? Is it for one that has 
fais fenfetto live in fuch a condition, and not to make -all 
poflible expedition for preventing bis utter ruin? O man I 
who hath bewitched thee ! GaLiiu i.that in the prefent 
life thou fhonldft be wife enough to forccaft thy bufi- 
nefs, forefee thy danger, and prevent thy mifchief; 
but in matters of cverlafting confequence (houldft be 

( flight and carelefs as if they little concerned thee ? 

"Why, ' is it nothing to thee to have all the attributes of 
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God engaged againft thee ? Can ft thou do well without 
hit favour? Can ft thou efcape his hands or endure his) 
vengeance? Doftthoa hear tbc creation groaning under - 
thee* and hell groaning for thee, and yet think thy cafe 
good enough ? Art tliou in the paw of- the lion, under 
tie power of corruption, in the dark noifome prifon, fet- 
tered with lulls, working out thy own damnation, and is . 
not this worth the conficjering ? Wilt thou make light of 
all the terrors of the law, of all its ciirfes and thunder- 
bolts, as if they were but the report of children's pop- 
guns, or thou wert to war with their paper pellets? Doft 
-thou laugh at hell and deftru&ion, or canft thou drink 
the envenomed cup of the Almighty's fury, as it were 
but a common potion ? 

"Gird up now* thy loins like a man, for I will de- 
mand of thee, and anfwer thou me," Job xl. 7. Art 
thou fuch a leviathan, as that the fcale of thy pride 
Jhould keep thee from tby Maker's coming to thee? 
Wilt thou efteem bis arrows as ftraw, and the inftru- 
ments of death as rotten wood? Art thou chief of aU 
the children of pride, even that thou mould ft count hie 
darts as ftubble, and laugh at the making of his fpear? 
Art thou made without fear, and contemn eft his barb- 
ed irons? JoL xli* Art thou like the horfe that pawetk 
in the valky, and rejoicath in his ftrcngth* who goeth 
out to meet the armed men ? Doft thou mock at fearv 
and art not affrighted/ neither turned back from God's 
fword, when hiB quiver rattleth againft thee, the glit- 
tering fpear and the fhield ? Job xxxix* 21, 23. Well, 
if the threats and calls of the word will not frightea 
tHee, nor awaken thet* I am fure death and judgment 
will. Oi what wilt thou do when the Lord cometh forth 
againft thee, and in his fury falleth upon thee, and thou 
ihak feel what thou read e ft ? If, when DanUVs enemies 
were caft into the den of lions, both them, and their* 
wives, and their children, the lions bad the asaftery of 
them, and brake all their bone& in pieces* or ever they 
came at the bottom of the den, Dan. vi. 24. what (hall 
be done with thee when thou falleft into the hands of the 
living God, when he •mail gripe thee in his iron arras, 
and grind and crufh thee in a thoufand pieces in hi* 
wrath ? , 
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, not then contend with God ! " Repent and be 
/ted," fo none of this mall come upon thee, Ifa. 
^,7. "Seek ye the Lord While he may be found; 
jXL on him while he is near : Let the wicked . furfake 
his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts ; let 
him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy om 
him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon." 

C H A P. VI. 

Containing DireSlone for Conversion 

Mark x.l 7. And tbire came one and kneeled to him y and 
. *fked btm f Good Mafter, what JbaH I d& that I may in* 
htrit eternal life 1 

BEFORE thou readeft thefe Dire&ons, I advifc ihee, 
yea, I charge thee before God and his holy angels^ 
that thou refelve to follow them (as far as cpufcience 
/hall be convinced of their agreeablenefs to God's word 
and thy (laic) and call in his aifiiiance- and ^blcffing, that 
they may fucceed : And as I hare fought the Lord, and 
confulted his oracles what advice to give thee, fo muit 
thou entertain it with that awe, reverence, and purpofe 
of obedience, that the word of the living God doth re- 
quire. 

Now then -attend ; " Set thine heart unto all that I 
/ball t eft if y unto thee this day ; for it is not a vain thing, 
it is your life," Deut. xxxii. 46 This is the end of aU 
that has been fpoken hitherto, to bring you to fet upon 
turning, and making ufeof Go<Jj s means for your ccn- 
veriion. ^ I would not trouble you, nor " torment you 
jbdbre your time," with the forethoughts of your eternal 
mifery, but in order to your making your efcape Were 
you (hut up under your 'prefent m if cry without remedy, 
it were but mercy (as one fpeaks) to let you alone, that 
you might take iu that little poor comfort that you arc 
capable of in this world ; but you may yet be happy if 
you do not wilfully refufethe means of your recovejry : 
Behold, I hold- open the door to yqu. j a life, take your 
.flight : I fet the way of life bespreyou, walk in it, and 
"you mall live, and not_die," Deut, xxx. 19. Jer* vi. 16". 
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It grieves me to think you fhould be your own murder- 
ers, and throw yourfrlves headlong, when God and man 
cries out to you, as Peter is another cafe to his mafter, 
«• Spare thyfelf " 

Hear then, ,0 finner ! and as ever thou would (I be 
converted and faved, embrace the following counfel. 

DirtS. L " Set it down with thyfelf as an undoubted 
truth, that it is impoffible for thee ever to get to heaven 
in this thy unconverted ftate.*' Can any other but 
Chrift faVe thee ? and he tells thee he never will do it, 
except thou be regenerated and converted, Matt, xviii. 3, 
John iii. 3. Doth He not keep the keys of heaven ? and 
can ft thou get in without his leave ? As thou muft, if 
ever thou come thither in thy natural condition, without 
a found and thorough renovation. 

Dire8. II. " Labour to get a thorough fight and 
Kvely fenfe and feeling of thy fins." Till men are weary 
and heavy laden, and pricked at the heart, and qnite lick 
of fin, they will not come unto Chrift, in his way, for 
eafe and cure ; nor to purpofe enquire, " What fhall we 
do?" Matt. ix. 12. and xi. 28. A3* ii. 37. They 
rnuft. fet themfelves down for dead men before they will 
come unto Chrift that they may have life, John v. 40. 
labour therefore to fet all thy fins in order before thee, 
never be afraid to look upon them, but let thy fpirit 
make diligent fearch, Pfalm lxxviii 6. Inquire intb 
thine heart and into thy life ; enter into a thorough ex- 
amination of thyfelf, and all thy ways, Pfalm cxix. 59. 
that thou mayft make a full difcovery ; and call in the 
help of God'& Spirit, and a fenfe of thine own inability 
hereunto, for it is bto proper work to convince of fin* 
John xvii. 8. fpread all before ihe face of thy confidence, 
till ihy heart and eyes be fet abroach : Leave not ftri- 
•ving with God and thy own foul, till it cry out under 
the fenfe of thy fins, as the enlightened jailor, "What 
-muft I do to be faved ?" A3s xvi. 30. To this purpofe, 
- ** Meditate on the numeroufnefs of thy fins." />*- 
W/f/ heart failed when be thought of this, andconfi- 
dered that he had more fins than hairs, Pfalm Ix. 12. 
This made him cry wit upon the multitude of God's ten- 
der mercies, Pfalm li. t* The loath fome carcafe doth 
not more hatefully fwarm with crawling worms, than an 
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unfan&ified foul with filthy lu&s ; th^y fill t be head, thfc 
heart, the eyes, the mouth of him.. Look backward 4 ! 
Where was ever the place, what was ever the time, » 
which thou did ft not fin ? Look inward $ What part of 
power canft thou find in foul or body, but it is poifened 
with fin ? What duty doft thou ever perform, into which 
jx>ifou is not (bed ? O, "how great i$ the fum of thy 
debts, who bait! been all thy life running behind hand* 
*nd>teverdidft nor can ft pay off one penny ! Look orer 
the fins of thy nature, and all its curfed brood, the (iris 
of thy life ; Call to mind thy omiffions, co»mifTions> 
the fics of thy thoughts, word*, and a&ions, the litis 
*f thy youth, and thofe of thy riper years j be not like 
•adeiperate bankrupt, that is afraid to look over his 
books : Read the records of conference carefully. Theft 
iooke muft l>e opened fooner or later, Rev. %x. 12. s 

" Meditate on the aggravations of thy fins, as they 
ire grand enemies of the God of thy life, and the life 
of thy foul ; in a word, they are the public enemies of 
nil mankind." How da David, E%ra* Daniel* and the 
gobd Levites aggravate their fins* from the consideration 
of their injurioufnefs to God, their oppofition to his good 
and righteous laws, the mercies, the warnings they were 
continued againft ? Neb. ix. Dan. ix- Ezra ix. O the 
work tjat fin hath made in the world 1 This is, the ene- 
my that hath brought in d$ath>' and hath robbed and 
enflaved man, that hath backed the devil, that hath dig* 
j*ed hell, Rom. v. 12. 2 Pet. ii. 4. John viii. 34, This 
is the enemy that turned the world upfide down, and 
foweth difiention between man and the creatures, be*- 
twixt man and man, yea, betwee# man and bimfelf, fet- 
ting the /enfative part againft the rational, the will a* 
gain ft the judgment, luft againft conference; yea, worft 
of all between God and man, making the lapfed finncr 
both hateful to God, and the hater of him, Zecb. xi. &, 
O man ! how can ft thou make fo light of fin I This is 
the traitor that fucked the blood of the Son of God : 
that fold him, that mocked him,- that fcourged him, 
that fpit in his face, that nailed his -hands, that pierced 
his fide, that prefltd his foul, that, mangled his body, 
that never left till he had bouosi him,' condemned him, 
nailed him, crucified him, and put hhajLo aa open (bame* 
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Ifa iii. 4, 6. *This is that deadly poifon, fo powerful 
of operation, as that one drop of it filed on the root of 
mankind, hath corrupted, fpoiled, poifoned, and undone 
his whole race at once, Rom. v. i^, 19. This the com- 
mon butcher, the bloody executioner, that hath killed 
the prophets, burnt the martyrs, murdered all the apos- 
tles, all the patriarchs, all the kings and potentates ; 
that has deftr.oyed cities, fwallowed empires, butchered 
and devoured whole nations. Whatever was the weapon 
it was dene by, (in was it that did the execution, Rom. 
vi. 23. Doft thou yet think it but a .{mall thing ? If 
Adam and all his children could be dug ont of their 
graves, and their bodies piled up to heaven, and an in- 
queft were made; what matchlefs -murderer were guilty 
of all this blood ? It would be all found in the (kirts of 
fin. Study the nature of fin till thy heart inclines to 
fear and loath it ; . and meditate on the aggravations of 
thy particular fins, how thou haft finned againft all God's 
warnings, agair.1 thy own prayers, againft mercies, a* 
gainft correction, againft the cleared light, againft the 
free'ft love, againft thine own refolurions, againft promi- 
fcs, vows, covenants of better obaiience, &c. Charge 
thy heart home with thefc things, till it blufh for fhame, 
and be brought out of all good opinion of itfclf, £zra 9 
tx. 6. . 

" Meditate on the defert of fin." It crieth up to 
heaven ; it calls for vengeance, Gen xviii. 21. Its due 
wages is death and damnacion ; it pulls the curfe of God 
upon the foul and body, Gal. Hi. 10. Deut. x xviii. The 
Icafft (infill word or thought lays thee under the infinite. 
wrath of God Almighty, Rom ii 8,9. Malt xii. 36. 
• O, what a load of wrath, what a .weight of curfe*, what 
a treafure of vengeance have all the millions of thy fins 
then deferved J Rom. ii. 5 James v. 3. O judge thyiclf, 
that the Lord may not judge thee, \ Cor xi. 3 1. 
. " Meditate upon the deformity and defilement of fin '* 
It is as black as hell, the very image and likenefs of the 
devil drawn^ upon the foul, 1 John iii. 8, 10. It would 
feaore affright thee, to fee thyftlf in the hateful deformity 
of thy nature, than to fee the devil. There is no mire 
fb unclean, so vomit & loathforae, no carcafe-carripjt 
n 
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- fo ofFenfive, no plague or lcprofy fo noifome as fin, m 
which thou art rolled, and core red with its odious filth, 
.whereby thou art rendered more difpleafing to the pure 
and holy nature of the glorious God than the moft filthy, 
objects, compofed of whatever is hateful to all thy fen- 
fes, can be to thee, Jobxv. 15,^6. Couldftthou take 
ttp a toad into thy bofora ? Couldft thou cherifh it and 
take delight in it ? Why, thou art as contrary to the 
pure and perfe& holinefs of the divine nature, and a* 
loathfome as it is to thee, Matt. xxiii. 33. till thou art 
purified by the blood of Jefus, and the power of renew- 
ing grace. * * 

" Above all other, fins, fix the eye of thy confidera- 
tion on thefe two." 1. "The fin of thy nature." It 
is to. little purpofc to lop the branches, while the root 
of original corruption remains untouched. In vain do 
men lave out the ftreams, when the fountain is running 
that fills up all again. Let the acts of thy repentance- 
(with David's) go to the root of fin, P/alm li. 5. 'The 
heart is never foundly broken till thoroughly convinced 
of the heinousnefs of original fin. Here fix thy thoughts, 
this is that that makes thee backward to all good, prone 
to all evil, Rom vii 15. that fheds blindnefs, pride, 
prejudice*, unbelief into thy mind ; enmity, inconstancy, 
obftinacy intothy will ; inordinate heats and colds into 
thy affections ; infenfiblenefs, benumbednefs, unfahhfal* 
nefs, into thy confeience 5 flippcrinefs into thy memory 5 
and in a. word, hath put every wheel of thy foul out of 
order, and made it of an habitation of holinefs, to be* 
come a very hell of iniquity, James ii. 6'. Thia is what 
hath defiled, corrupted, perverted all thy members, and 
turned them into weapons of unrighteoufnefs, and fer- 
▼ants of fin, Rem. vi. 19. that hath filled the head with 
carnal and corrupt defigns, Mic* ii. 1 the hand with 
finful practices, I/a. i. 16. the eyes with wandering and 
wantonnefs, 2 Pet. ii. 14. the tongue with deadly poi-, 
fon, James m. 8. that bath opened, the ears to tales, 
flattery, and evil communication, and (hut them againft 
the inftraftions of life, Ztcb. vii. 11, 12. and hath ren* 
dered thy heart a very mint and forge for fin, and the 
curfed womb of all deadly conceptions, Matt* xv 19. fo* 
* w it pouretk forth its wTckedneia without ceafing, 2 
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Pet. ii. 14/even as naturally,, freely, and unwearicdly as 
a fountain doth pour out its waters, Jer. vi. 7. or the 
raging fea doth caft forth mire and dirt, /fit. lvii. 20. 
And wilt thou yet be in love with thyfelf, and tell us 
any longer of thy good heart ?• O, . never leave medita- 
ting on the defperate contagion of original corruption, 
till with Ephraim, thou bemoap thyfelf, Jer. xxxi. 18. 
and with the deepeft fhame and forrow fmite on thy 
fcreaft,' as the publican, Luke xviii. 1 3. and with Job 
abhor thyfelf, and repent in duft and afhes, Job xlii. 6, 2* 
** The particular evil that thou art now addicted to :" 
Find out all its aggravation, fet home upon thy heait 
all God's threats againft it : Repentance drives before 
it the whole herd,, but efpeeially iiicks the arrow in the 
-beloved fin, and fingles this out above the reft, to run 
it down, Pfalrn xviii 23. O labour to make this fia 
•odious to t,hy foul, and double ...thy guard -aad -refokr*- 
tions again it it, becaufe this hath, and doth molt dif T 
honour God, and endanger thee. 

Dircft. Ill, " Strive to affed thy heart with a due 
fenfe of thy prefent mifery." Read over the foregoing 
chapter again and again, and get it out of the book into 
thy heart. O, ftudy thy mifery till thy heart cries out 
for Chrift, as earneftly as ever a drowning man did for a 
boat, or the wounded for a furgeon. , Men muft come to 
jVe the danger, and feel the fmart of their deadly fores 
a:id ficknefs, or elfe Chrift will be to them a phyfician of 
no value, Matt, ix 12. Then the man-flayer haftens. to 
the. city of refuge, when purfued by the avenger of 
.blood. Men muft be even forced and fired out of them- 
felves, or elfe they will not come to Chrift. It was dif- 
trefaand extremity that made the prodigal think of re- 
turning, Luke xv. 16, 17* While Laodicea thinks her- 
felf rich, increafed in goods, in _need of nothing, there 
is little hope : She muft be deeply convinced of her 
wretchednefs, blindnefs, poverty, and nakednefs, before 
fhe will come to Chrift for his gold, raiment, and eye- 
falve, Rev. iii. '17, i& therefore hold the eyes or con- 
fcience open, amplify thy mifery as much as poflible, dx> 
not flee the fight of it for fear it mould fill thee with 
terror. The fenfe of th% mifery is but as it were the 
fuppuraxjpa of tbe wound t whicb is neceffory to- tbe 
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cure. Better fear the torments that abide thee now> 
than feel them hereafter. 

D'treS. IV. " Settle it upon th'y heart that thou art 
under everlafting inability ever to recover thyfelf." Nev- 
er think thy praying, reading, hearing, confefling, amend- 
ing, will work the cure ; thefe mult be attended to, but 
thou art undone if thou refteft in them, Rom. x. 3. Thou 
art a loft man if thou hopeft to efcape drowning on any- 
other plank but Jcfus Chrift, Afc iv 12. Thou muft 
unlearn thyfelf, and renounce thy own wifdom, thy own 
righteoufnefs, thy own ftrength, and throw thyfelf 
wholly upon Chrift, as a man that fwims cafts himfetf 
upon the water, or elfe thou canft riot efcape. While 
men trail in themfelves, 'and eftablifh their own right- 
eoufnefs, and have confidence in the Hffcfti, they will not 
come favingly to Chrift, Lvke xviii. 9. Phil. iii. 3.— 
^Thou nnrft know thy gain to be but lofs and dung* thy 
ftrength but weaknefs, thy righteoufnefs rags and rot- 
tennefs, before there will be an effectual clofure between 
Chrift and thee Phil iii. 7, 8,9. 2 Cor iii. 5. Ifa. Ikiv. 
6. Can the lifelefs carcafe (hake off its grave- clothes 
and loofe the bands of death ? Then mayeft thou recover 
thyfelf, who art dead in trefpaffes and fins. Therefore, 
when thou goeft to pray or meditate, or do any of the 
duties to which thou art here directed, go out of thyfelf, 
and call in the help of the Spirit, as vkfpaiting to do any 
thing pleafingto God in thy own llrenglh ; yet negle6t 
not thy duty, but lie at the poof, and wart in the way 
of the Spirit. — While the Eunuch was reading, then 
the H >ly Ghoft did fend Philip to him, A8s vrii *8, 29. 
when :hc diiViples were prayirg, clap* iv 31. when Cor* 
■ ' nellus and his friends were hearing, chap, X. 44.. then the 
Holy Ghoft fell upon them, and filled them all. Strive 
to give up thyfelf to Chrift ; ftrive to pray, ftrive to 
' meditate, ftrive an hundred and an hundred times, ftrive 
to do it as well as thou canft ; and while thou, art en- 
deavouring in the way of thy duty* the Spirit of the 
Lord will come upon thee, and help thee to do what 
of thyfelf thou art utterly unable to perform, Prcto. 
i. 23. - 

DircQ V. «* Forthwith renounce all thy fins." -IF 
iu yield thyfelf to the practice of any fin, thou art 
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ttnilone, Rom. vi. 17. In Tain doft thou hope for life by 
Chrift, except thou depart from iniquity, ,2 7V«. ii. 19, 
Forfake thy fins r or elfe thou canft not find mercy, Prov. 
xxviii. 13. Thou can ft not be married to Chrift,* except 
thou be divorced from fin ; give up that traitor, or you 

• can have no peace in heaven ; cad the head of Sbeba over 
the wall ; keep not Delilah in the lap : Thou mull part 
with thy fins or with thy foul ; if thou fpare even one 
fin, God will »ot fpare thee. Never make excufes, thy 
fins mud die, or thou mud die for them, Pfalm lxviii. 2 1 . 
If th6u allow of one fin, though but a little, a fecret 
one, though thou may ell plead neceflky, and have an> 
hundred Ihifts and, excufes for it, the life of thy foul 
muft go for the life of that fin, £%ek. xviii, 2 1. and will 
it not be dearly bought I 

O finner ! hear and confider 1 If thou wilt part with 

.fhy fins, God will give thee his Chrift. Is not this a 
fair exchange jt I teftify unto thee this day, that if thou 
-perifh, it is not becaufe there was not a Saviour provided, 
nor life tendered, but becaufe thou preferredft (with tKe 
Jew) the murderer before the Saviour, fin before Chrift, 
and " lovedftjdarknefs rathenr than, light," John iii. 19. 
Search thy heart therefore with candles, as the Jews did 

. their houfes for leaven before the pafFover ; labour to* 
find out thy fins ; enter into thy clofet, and Confider, 

.What evil have I lived in ? What duty have I aeglecW 
towards God ? What fin have I lived in againft my broth- 

. er ?•— .And now ftrike the darts through the heart of thy 
fin, as jfaab did through Ah)alom y s $ 2 Sam. xviii. 14- 
Never (land looking upon thy fin, nor rolling the fweet 
morfel under thy tongue,^ Job xx. 12. but fpit it out as 

. poifon, with fear and deteftation. Alas \ what will thy 
fins do for thee, that thou fliouldft flick at parting with 
them ? They will flatter thee, but they will undo thee, 

. and cut thy throat .while they fmile upon thee, poifon 
thee while they v plcafe. thee, and arm the juftice and 
wrath of the infinite God againft thee. They will open 
hell for. thee, and pile up fuel to burn thee : Behold the 
gibbet that they have prepared for thee . O fervc them 
like Hman 9 and execute them as they wojjld have done* 

H 2 
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tliee t Away with them, crucify them, and let Chnft 
only be Lord over thee. v 

DlreH. VI. " Make a folemn choice of God for thy 
portion and- bleffedntff," Dcut xxxi. 17. • With all 
poffihle devotion and veneration avouch the Lord for thy 
God : Set the world, with all its glory and paint and 
gallantry, with all its pit a Cures and promotions, on the 
one hand ; and fet God, with all his excellencies and 
perfections, on the other, and - fee that thou do delibe- 
rately make thy choice, Jo/h. xxvi. 1 5. Take up thy 
reft in God, John vi. 68; fit thee down tinder his /hadow, 
Cant. ii. 3. let his promifes and perfe&ions turn the 
feale again ft all the world : Settle it upon thy heart that 
the Lord is an all-fufhxient portion : that thou canft 
not be miferablc whilft thou haft God to live upon- : , 
Take him for thy fhield and exceeding great reward. 
God alcne is more than all the world, content thyfelf 
with him : Let others carry the preferments and glory 
of the world, place thou thy happinefs in his favour* 
and in the light of his countenance, Pfalm iv, 6, 7. 

Poor finner ! thou art fallen off from God, and haft 
provoked his power and wrath againft thee ; .yet know 
that of his abundant grace he doth offer to be thy God 
ia Chrift, 2 Cor. vi. 17, 18. What i'ayeft thou, man \ 
Wjlt thou have the Lord for thy God? Why, take this 
counfej and thou (halt have him, come to him by ilia 
Chrift, John xvi. 6. renounce the idols of thy o#s plea- 
fores, gain and reputation, 1 Thef. i. 9. let thefe be 
pulled out of their throne* and fet God's intereft up- 
permoft in thy heart. Take him as God, to be chief 
in thy affections, eftimations, intentions, for he will not 
endure to have any fet above him, Rem, i. 2+.- Pjalrn 
kxiii. 25. 

Dtrt8. VII. « Accept of the Lord Jefits in all hit 
offices, with all his inconvenience^ as thine." Upon 
thefe terms Chrift may be had. Sinner, thou haft undone 
thyfelf, and art. plunged into a ftate of mofb deplorable 
orifery, out of which thou art unable to get ; but Jefus 
Chrift is able and ready to help thee, and .freely tenders 
kimfelf to thee, Heb. vju. 25. John vL 30. Be thy fins 
ever fo many, ever fo great, or of ever fo long continu* 
ajicc, yet thou {halt be naoft certainly pardoned and £a- 
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ved, if (houdoft not wretchedly negle& the offer that, 
in the name of God, is here made to thee. The Lord 
Jefus calleth thee to look to him and be faved, //a. xiv, 
22. to " come unto him, and he will in no wife cad thee 
out," John vi. 37. yea, he is a fuitor to thee, and be- 
feeches thee to be recoaciled, 2 Cpr v. 20. he crieth ip 
the ftrcets, he knocketh at the door, he wooeth thee ta 
accept of him, and live with him, Prot>. i 20 Rev iii. 
20 If thou die ft, it is becaufe thou would* (I not come 
to hun for life, Jotav. 40 

Now accept of an. offered Chrift, and thou art made 
fior.ever; now give up thy confent to him, and the match 
u made, all the world cannot hinder it. Do not Hand 
cfF becaufe of thy un wort hind's, man ; I tell thee, no* 
thing in the world can undo thee but thy unwillingnefs. 
Speak, man, art thou defirous of the match ? Wilt thou 
have Chrift in all his relations to be thine ; thy King, 
thy Prieft, thy Prophet ? Wilt thou have biro with all 
hia inconveniences ? Take not Chrift hand-over- head, 
but fit down rirft and count the coft. Wilt thou lay at 
his feet I Wilt thou be content to run all hazards with 
him ? Wilt thou take thy lot with him, fall where it 
will ? Wilt thou u deny thyfelf, and take up thy crofs, 
and follow him f" Art thou deliberately, underftanding- 
ly, freely, fixedly determined to cleave to him in nil 
- times and conditions ? If fo, my foul for thine, thou 
(halt never pcrim, but art paffed from death unto life, 
}obn iii. 1 6. Here lies the main point of thy falvation, 
' that thou be found in thy covenant-clofure with Jefus 
Chrift ? and therefore, if thou loveft thyfelf, fee that 
thoo be faithful to God, and thy foul here. 
. Direct. VHL "Refign up all thy powers and facul- 
ties, and thy whele intereft, to be his." " They gave 
their owa feives unto the Lord," 2 C&r. viii. 5. ** Pre- 
sent your bodies a living facrifice," Rom xii. 1. The 
Lord fecks not yours, but you : Refign therefore thy' 
body w^h all its members to him, and thy foul with all 
its powers that be may be glorified in thy body, and in 
Ay fpirit,, which are has, I Con vi. 20. 

Again; thou mull give up thy whole intereft to him. 
If there be aay thing that thou kecpeft back from Chrift ► 
k will be thy undoing, Luh xiv. 33, . Unlets thou wilt 
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fiprfakc all (in preparation and refofl^Ki of thy heart J 
•thou can ft not be his dlfciple : Thou muit hate father 
and mother, yea, and thy own life alio in companion of 
him, and as far as it (lands in competition with him, 
Matt* x 37. Lute xiv. 26 &c. In a word, thou muft 
give him thyfelf, and all rhat thou haft, without referva- 
tion, or elfe thou canft have no part in him. 

DireS. IX. *' Make choice of the laws of Chrift at 
the rule of thy words, thoughts and a&ions," Pfalm 
cxix. 30. This is the true convert's choice : But here 
remember thefc three rules ; 1 . " You muft choo£e them 
all :" there is no getting to heaven by a partial obedi- 
ence ; read Pfdm cxix 6, 128, 160. Efuk xviii 21. 
None mud think it enough to take up with the cheap 
and eafy part of religion, and let alone the duties that 
are coftly and feif-denying, that grate upon the intereft 
of the flefh ; you muft take all or none. A fincerc con- 
vert, though • he makes mod conference of the greatcft 
-fins, and weigh tied duties, yet he makes true conference 
of little fins and of all duties ; Pfalm cxix. 6, 1 13. Matt. 
xxiii 23. 2. "For all times," for profperity and ad- 
verfity, whether it rain or mine. A true convert is rd- 
folved in his way, he will ftand to his choice, he will 
not fet his back to the wind, and be of the religion of 
the times. " I have ftuck to thy teftimonies ; I hatfe 
inclined my heart to thy ftatutes always even unto the 
end. Thy teftimonies have I taken as an heritage for 
ever, I will have refpcA to thy ftatutes continually/' 
Pfalm cxix, 31*44,93, nt> 117- This muft not be 
dtme hand-over-head, but deliberately and underftaod* 
ingly. The difobedient fon faid, "I go fir," but he 
went not, Matt. xxi. 30. How fairly -did they prouiife, 
'*• All that the Lord our God (hall fpeak unto thee, we 
wiH do it !" An4 it is likely they fpoke as they meant ; 
but when it came to the trial* it was found that there was 
not fuch a heart in them as to do what they had promi- 
fed, Zfca/. v. ,27,/2£. , ■" 

Thirdly, «« ,Obfervc the fpeciai duties that thy heart 
is moft again ft, and the fpeciai fins that it is rooft incli- 
ned to ; and fee whether it be truly refolved to perform 
the one and forego the other." What fayeft thou to> 
thybofom fin, ihy gainful tin } What fayeft tho* t» 
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•oftly, hazardoji^ind flefli difpleafing duties ? If thgn 
halted here, and doft not refolve, by the grace of God, 
to c rofs the fkfh, and go on, thou art unfound, PJalm 
xviii* 23. and cxix. 

Dire 8. X. M Take heed of delaying thy converfion, , 
and fct about a fpeedy and prefent turning $" " I made 
hade, and delayed not," Pfalm. cxix. 60. Remember 
and tremble at the fad inftancc of the fooh'm virgins, that 
came not till the door of mercy was (hut, Matt. xxv. 1 1. 
and of a convinced Felix, who put off Paul to another 
feafon, which we do not find ever came, ji3s, xxiv. 25* 

come in while it is called to-day, left thou fliould'ft be 

hardened through the deceitfulnefs of (in, led the day of 

grace mould be over, and the ** things that belong to thy 
*peace mould be hid from thine eyes." Now mercy m 
-wooing thee, now Chrift is waiting to be gracious to thee, 

and the Spirit of God is driving with thee : Now tnin- 
■ifters are calling : Now conscience is dining : Now the 
•market is open,- and thou may ft buy oil : .Now Chrift is 

offered for thy acceptance, O ftrike in with the offers of 
r grace ; O ! now or never. If thou make light of this 

offer, God may fwear in his wrath thou fhalt not.tafte of 

his fupper, Luke xvi. 24. 

' Direfi XI. *' Attend confeientioufly upon the word as 
the means appointed far thy converfion," James? 19. 

1 Cor, iv. 15. Attend, I fay, not, cuftom aril y, but con- 
feientioufly ; with thisdefire, de£gn,-hope and expecla- 

- tion, that thou mayft be converted by it. To every fer» 
mon thou fhouldft come with this thought" j u 0, 1 hope 
God will now come in j I hope this day may be the time, 
this may be the man by whom God will bring me home.'* 
When thou art coming to the ordinances, lift op thy 
heart thus to God 5 " Lord* let this be the fabbath, let 
this be the feafon wherein I may receive renewing grace. 
G let it be faid, that to-day fuch a one was born unto 
thee i" 

DircQ. XII. " Strike in with the Spirit when he be- 
gins to work upon thy heart :" When he works convic- 
' tions, O do not ftiflethtm, but join in with him, and beg 
the Lord to carry on conviction to conveHion._ " Quench 
not the Spirit :" do not outdrive him, do not refift hiro. 

'Beware «f difling convictions with evil company or world* 
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Ijl bufinefs. When thou findeft any troubles for fin, and 
fears about thy eternal ftate, beg of God that they may 
never leave thee till ,they have wrought off thy heart 
thoroughly from fin, and bfought it over to Jefus Chrift ; 
Say to him, " Strike home, Lord; leave not the woik 
ia the midft. If thou feeft that I am not wounded 
*nough, that I am not troubled enough, wound me yet 
deeper, Lord ; O go to the bottom of my corruption, 
and let out the life-blood of my fins." Thus yield up 
thyfelf to the workings* of the Spirit, and fpread thy faili 
to his gufts. 

Direft. XIII. " Set upon the conftant and diligent 
life of ferious and fervent prayer " He that neglect* 
prayer is a profane and unfa notified (inner, ]cb xv. 4. ht 
that is not conftant -in prayer is but an hypocrite, Job 
xxvii. 10. This is one of the firll things converfion ap- 
pears in, that it fets men on praying, AQs ix. 1.1. there* 
fore fet to this duty : Let never a day pafs over thee, 
wherein thou haft not, morning and evening, fet apart 
fome time for fet and folemn prayer in fecret. Call thy 
family alfo together daily and duly, to worfhip God with 
thee* Woe be unto thee, if thine be found among the 
families that call not on God's name, Jer. x. 25. But 
cold and lifelefs devotions will not reach half way to 
heaven. Be fervent and importunate ; importunity will 
carry it, but without violence the kingdom of heaven 
Will not be taken, Matt. xi. it. Thou muft drive to 
enter, Lvkc xiii. 24. and wreftlewith tears and fupplica- 
tions, as Jacob, if thou meaneft to carry the bleffing, 
Gen. xxxii. 24 compared with Hofea xii. 4. Thou ait 
undone for ever without grace, and therefore thou mull 
fet to it, and refolve to take no denial : That man who 
is fixed in his refolution, fays, tc Well, I muft have grace, 
or I will never give over till I have grace ; I will never 
leave feekinjr, waiting, and ftriving with God and my 
own heart, till he do renew me by Ihe power of hit 
gracei" This man is in the likelitft way to win grace. 

DireQ. XIV. " Forfake thy evil company, Prov. ix. 
6*. and forbear the occafion of fin," Proih xxiii. 31. 
Thou wilt never be turned from fin, till thou wilt deebae 
and forego the temptations of fin. 

I aever expect thy converfion from fin, unfcfs thou art 
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brought to fuch f elf-denial, as to flee the occafions If 
thou wilt be nibbling at the bait, and playing on tfee 
brink, and tampering and meddling with the fnare, thy 
foul will furely be taken. Where God doth ejrpofe'men 
ia bis providence unavoidably to temptation, and the 
occafions are fuch as we" cannot remove, we may expec\ * 
ipecial a flirt ai ice in the ufe of means } but when we 
tempt God by running into danger, he will not engage, 
to fupport us when we are tempted. And of all temp- 
tations, one of the mo ft fatal and pernicious is evil com- 
pany : O, what hopeful beginnings have thefe often 
ftifled ! O, the fouls, the eftatcs, the families, the towns 
that thefe have ruined ! How many poor tinners that* 
have been enlightened and convinced, and been juft ready 
to give the devil the flip, and have even efcaped the fnare, 
and yet wicked company have pulled them back at laft 
and made them feveofold more the children of hell ! In 
a word, I have no hopes of thee, except thou wilt make 
oft thy evil company. Chrift fpeaketh to thee as to 
them in another cafe, " If thou feek me, then let 
thefe go their way," John xviii. 8 Thy life lies upon 
. it ; forfake thefe orelfe thou canft not live* Prov. ix. 6. 
Wilt thou be worfe than the beaft, to Tun on when thou 
feed the Lord with a drawn fword in the way ? Num. 
xxii. 33, Let this fentence be written in capitals upon, 
thy conscience, a companion of fools shall be 
destroyed, Prov xiii 20. The Lord hath fpoken it, 
and who (hall reverfe it ? And wilt thou run upon des- 
truction, when God himfelf doth forewarn thee ? If 
God doth ever change thy heart, ft will appear in the 
change of thy company O, fear and flee the gulph, by 
which fo many thoufand fouls have been fwallowed up in 
perdition ! It will be hard for thee indeed to make thy 
efcape 5 thy companions will be' mocking thee out of 
thy religion, and will ftudy to fill thee with prejudices 
againft ftri&nefs, as ridiculous and comfortlefs. They 
will be flattering thte, and alluring thee, but remember 
the warning of the Holy Ghoft ; " My fon, if finners 
intice thee, confent thou not : If they fay, Come with 
us, ca&in thy lot among us ; walk thou not in the way 
with them, refrain thy foot from their path, avoid it, pafs- 
by it Aura from it, and pafs away ; Fon the way of tk* 
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wicked is darknefs, they know not at what the? tumble; 
they lay waft for their own blood, they lurk privily for 
their own lives," Prov i. 10, 18. and it. 14. iy. 
, Thus have I told thee what thou mud do to be ' faved. 
/Wilt thou not obey the voict of the Lord ?^ Wilt t hot* 
4 not arifc and fct to thy work ? O man ! what anfwcr wilt 
thou make, what excufe wilt thou hare* if thou mouldft- 
perifh at laft through very wilfulhefs, when thou haft 
known the way of hfc? I do not fear thy mifcarrying, if 
thine own idlenefs do not at laft undo thee, in neglecting 
the life of the means that are fo plainly here prefcribed- • 
Roufe up, O fluggard! and ply thy work: be doing, 
and the Lord will be with thee. 

CHAP. VII. 

Containing the Motives to Con version. 

THOUGH what is already faid'of the Nccejtty of 
Conversion, and of the Miferies pf the Unconverted, 
might be fufficient to induce any conf?dering mind to re- 
folvc upon a prefent turning or convcrfion unto God, yet' 
knowing what a piece of defpcratc obftinacy and uHlTac!-' 
ablenefs the heart of man naturally is, I have thought it 
neceffary to add to the means of converfion, and directi- 
ons for a covenant- clofure with God and Ch rift, fo me 
motives to perfuade you hereunto. 

1 "Lord, fail me not now, at my laft attempt: If any 
foul hath read hitherto, and is yet untouched, now, 
Lord, fatten on him, and do thy work ; now take him by 
the heart, overcome him, perfuade him, till he fay, Thou 
baft prevailed for thou nvert jlrongcr than /—Lord, didft, 
not thou make me a timer of men, and I have toiled all 
this wliile and caught nothing? Alas ! that I mould have! 
fjpent ray ftrength for nought. And now am calling my- 
laft. Lord Jefus, ftand thou upon the more, and direcl 
how and where I (hall fprea'd my net ; .and let me fo in- 
clofe with arguments the fouls I feek for, that they may 
not be able to get out Now, Lord for a multitude of 
fouls ! Now for a full draught ! O Lord God, remem- 
ber me, I pray thee, and ftrengthen mcjhisonce, O 
G*d!» 
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Ol I am even loft and f wallowed up in the abundance 
«f tbofe arguments that I mighjt fuggeft : If there be any 
point of wifdom in all the world, it is to repent and come 
in : If there be any thing righteous, any thing reafona- 
ble, this is it: If there be any thing in the world that may 
be called madnefs and folly, and any thing that may be 
counted fottifh, abfurd, brutifh, unreafonable, it is this, 
U go on in thine nnconverted,JlaU. Let me beg of thee, ail 
thou wouldft not wilfully deilroy thyfelf, to fit down and 
weigh, betides" what has been fard, thefe following mo- 
tives, and let confeience fpeak, if it be not reafonable 
thou fhouldft repent and turn. 

i. " The God that made thee does moft gracioufly. 
invite thee." 

Firfl, His moft fweet and merciful nature duth invite 
thee." O the kindnefs of God, his yearning bowels, 
his tender mercies! They are infinitely aboye our 
thoughts, higher than heaven, what can we do ? Deeper 
than hell, what can we know? ]ob xi. 7, 8, 9. " He is 
full of companion, and gracious; Iong-fuffering and 
plenteous in mercy," Pjlilm lxxxvi. (5. This is a great 
argument to perfuade tinners to come in : " Turn unto 
the Lord your God, for ho is gracious and merciful, 
flow to anger, of great kindnefs, and repenteth him of the 
evil." If God would not repent of the evil, it were 
fome difcouragement to us, why we fliould not repent. 
If there were no hope of mercy, it were no wonder why 
rebels mould ftand out ; but never bad fubje&s fuch a 
gracious Prince, fuch pity, patience, clemency, piety, to 
deal with as you havf. " Who is a God like unto thee, 
that pardoneth iniquity?" Mic. vii. 18. O tinners! fee 
what a God you have to deal with ; if you will but turn, 
€t he will turn again and have compaflion on you : " He 
will fubdue your iniquities, and call all yonr tins into the 
depth of the fc'a," verfe 19. " Return unto me, faith 
the Lord ofHofts, and I will return unto you," MaL 
iii. 7. Zech i. 3. Sinners do not fail becaufe they have 
too high thoughts of God's mercies, but becaufe 1 . They 
overlook his juftice. 2. They promife themfclves mercy 
out of God's way: though his'mercy is* beyond all ima- 
gination, ' Ifiuah lv. 9. great mercies, 1 Chron. xxi. 13. 

1 
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manifold mercies, Neh* ix. 19. tender mercies, P/alm 
xxv. 6. fure mercies, Ifalab liv. 8. and all* are thy owty 
if thou wilt but turn. Art 'thou willing to come in? 
"^Vhy, the Lord hath laid afide his terror, erected a 
throne of grace, holds forth the .golden fceptre, touch 
and live. Would a merciful man flay his enemy when 
proftrate at his feet, acknowledging his wrongi begging 
pardon, and offering to enter with him into a covenant 
of peace? Much lefs will the merciful God. Study his 
name, Exodus xxxiv. 7'. read their experience, Nch. 
ir. 17. 

Secondly. " His foul-encouraging calls and promifes 
to invite thee." Ah what an earneft fuitor is mercy to 
thee ! How lovingly, how inftantly it calleth after thee 1 
Ibow paflionately it wooeth thee ! " Return, thou baqk- 
iliding IfraeU faith the Lord, and, I will not caufe my 
anger to fall upon you ; for I am merciful, faith the 
Lord, and will not keep anger for ever ? only acjenow? 
jedgc thine iniquity. Turn, O backAiding children, 
faith the Lord, for I am married unto you ; return, 
,and I will heal your backflidings. Thou haft played the 
harlot with many lovers, yet return unto me, faith the 
Lord," Jtr* iii. 11, 14, 22. " As I lire, faith the 
Lord God, I have no pleafurein the death of the wick- 
ed, but that he turn from his way and live. Turn ye, 
turn ye from your evil ways, for why will ye die* O 
houfe oi.I/rael ? Exek. xxxiij. it. " If the wicked 
, will turn from all his fins that 'he hath committed, and 
.keep all my ftatutes, and do that which is lawful and 
right, he fhall furely live, he fhall not die. All his 
tranfgreiBons that he hath committed fhall not be men- 
tioned to him : In his righteoufnefs that he hath done 
fhall he live. Repent, and,tum you from all your tranf- 
greffions, fo iniquity mail not be your ruin. Caft away 
all your tranfgreffiom, and make you a clean heart and 
. a new fpirit, for why will ye die, O houfe of Ifrael ? 
For I have no pieafure in the death of him that dicth, 
faith the Lord God ; wherefore turn yourfelves, and 
live ye," EzcL xviii. 21, 22,-30, 32. 

O melting gracious words ! the voice of a God, and 
jiot of a man ! This is not the mariner of men, for the 
^Tended Sovereign to fue to the offending traitcrous var- 
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let. O how doth mercy follow thee and plead with thee ! 
Is not thy heart broken yet ? O that to-day tho^' 
wouldft hear his voice I 

2. " The doors of heaven are thrown open to theej 
the cverlalling gates are fet wide for thee, and an abun- 
dant entrance into the kingdom of heaven adnriniflereo} 
unto thee." Chrift now befpeaks thee, as Jezebel did 
Ahftb, "Arifeand* take pofTdfion," i Kings xxi. 15. 
View the glory of the other world, as fet forth in thq map 
of the gofpel, get thee up into Plfgab of the promifes, 
and lift up thine eyes northward and fouthward, and 
eastward and weftward, and fee the good land that i* 
beyond Jordan, and that goodly mountain : Behold the 
paradife of God, watered with the ftreams of glory, 
Arife and walk through the land in the length of it. and 
in the breadth of it, for the land* which thou feeft, the 
Lord.will give it thee for ever, if thou wilt but return, 
Gen. xiii. 14, 15, 17. Let me fay to thee as Paul ta 
jfgrippa, " Believeft thou the prophets?" If thou be- 
lieveitifldeed, do but view what glorious things are fpo* 
iteo of the city of Cod," P/alm lixxvii. 2. and know 
. that all this is here tendered in the name of God to thee : 
As verily as God is true, it (hall he for ever thine, If" 
thou wik but thoroughly turn and be converted. 

Behold the city of pure tranfpareot gold, whofe foun- 
dations aregarniihed with all manner of precious ftoncs, 
whofe gates are pearls, whofe light is glory, whofc tem- 
ple is God. Believed thou this ? If thou do ft, art not 
thou worfe than di ft rafted, that wilt not take pojefibn 
when the gates are flung open to thee, and thou art bid 
to enter ? O ye fons of folly, will ye embrace the dung- 
hill, and refufe the kingdon ? Behold the Lord takes you 
up into the mountain, (hews you the kingdom of hea» 
Yen, and all the glory thereof, and tells you, "All this 
will I give you, If you will fall down and worfhip me, ,f 
If you will fubmit to mercy, accept my. Son, aadfervr- 
me in righteoufnefs and holinefs. " O fools, and flow 
of heart to believe!" Will you court the harlot ? Will 
you feek and ferve the world, and neglect eternal glory I. 
What 1 net enter into paradife, when the flaming fword* 
* which was once fct to keep you out, is now ufed tq 
4rive you in ! But you.wilLfayj J am uncharitable. to 
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think you infidels and unbelievers. „ Why, what mall 

1 think you? Either you are defperate unbelievers, that 
do not credit it, or (lark diffracted, that you know and - 
believe the excellency and eternity of this glory and ytir 
do fo fearfully neglect it. Surely you have either no 
faith, or no reajon, and I had almoft faid, confcienCe 
fhall tell you fo before I leave you. 

Do but attend to what is offered you: O blefled king- 
dom ! a "kingdom of glory," i Thefs. ii. 12. a "king- 
dom of righteoufnefs," 2 Peter iii. 13 a " kingdom of 
peace," Romans xiv. 17. and an "everlafting kingdom," 

2 Peter i. 1 1 . here thou malt dwell, here thou (halt reigf 
forever, and the Lord fhall feat thee on a throne of glo- 
ry, Matthew xix. 28. and with his own hand mail fet the 
royal diadem upon thy head, and give thee a crown, not 
of thorns, for there (hall be no finning nor fuffering 
there, Rev. xxi. 27, and xxii. 3, 5. not of gold, (for that 
mall be viler than the dirt in that day)[ but a "crown 
of life," James i 12. a " crown of rightcoufnefs," 
2 Tim iv. 8. a " crown of glory, 1 Peter v. 4. yea, 
" thou malt put on glory as a robe," 1 Con xv. 43. and 
fhalt " mine like the fun in the firmament, iu the glory 
of thy Father," Matthew xiiL 43. Look now upon thy 
dirty flefh, thy clay, thy worms' meat: This very flefh, 
this lump, this carcafe, fhall be brighter than the ftars, 
Dan. x ;: . 3. In fhort, thou fhalt be made like unto the 
" angels of God," Luke xx. $6. and " behold his face 
in righteoufnefs," Pfalm xvii. 1 5. Look in now and 
tell me, Doft thou yet believe ? If not, confeience muft 
pronounce thee an infidel; for it is the very Word of 
God that I fpeak. 

But if thou fay thou believeft, let me next know thy 
refolutions. Wilt thou embrace this for thy happinefs? 
Wilt thou forego thy finful gains, thy forbidden plca- 
fures I Wilt thou trample on the world's efteem, and fpit 
in the harlot's face, and flop thy ears at her flatteries, 
and w reft thee out of her embraces? Wilt thou be con- 
tent to take up with reproach and poverty, if it lie iu thy 
way to heaven, and follow the Lord with humble felf- 
demal in a mortifyed and flefh-difplcafing life? If fo, all 
is thine, and that forever. 

And art thou not fairly offered I Is it not pity but bt 
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fitould be damned that will heeds go on and perifh, when- 
all this may, be had for the- taking ? Wilt thou take God 
at his word? Wilt thou let go thy holdfaft of the world* 
and rid thy hands of thy fins, and lay hold oil eternal 
life? If not, *et conference tell thee whether thou art not 
diftra&ed or bewitched, that thou (houldft negle& fo 
happy a choice, by which- thou mighteft be made bleficd 
fbreTer. 

3. € * God will fettle unfpeakable privileges at prefent-^ 
upon thee, 1 Cor. iii. 22 . Hebrews xii. 22, 24. ' Though. 
the full of your bleiTednefs fliall be deferred till hereafter 
yet God will give you no little things in hand." 

He will redeem you from your thraldom, John viii. 3(3 
he will pluck you from the paw of the lion, CoLi. 13,. 
the ferpent (hallbruife your heel, but you mall bruife his 
head, Gen. iii. 15. he fhaU deliver you from, the prefent 
evil world, Gal. i 4. he will redeem you from the power 
of the grave, Pfalm xlix. 15. and make the king of ter- 
rors a mefienger of peace to you. He will take out the 
1 curfe from the crofs, Pfalm cxix. 71. and make affliction 
the fining pot, the fan, the phytic, to blow off the chafli . 
purify the metal, and purge the mind, Dan. xii low 
Ifatah xxvii. 9. He will faveyou from the arreft of the 
law, and turn the curfe into a bleffing to you, Romans vi. 
14. Gal. iii. '24. He hath the key s of hell and death, and 
ihutteth, that no man openeth, Rev* iii. 7, and i. 18. 
and he will ihut his mouth, a* once he did the lions, Dam 
vi, 22. that you fhall not be hurt of the fecond death, 
Rev. ii. 11. - 

But he will not only fave you from mifery, but inftal 
you into unfpeakable prerogatives* He will beftow hinv 
felf upon you, he will be a friend unto you, and a father 
to you, 2 Cor* vi. 18. he will be a fun andfhield to you, 
Pfalm Ixxxiv. 1 1. In a word, he will be a God to you, 
Gen. xvii. 7. and what can be faid more ? What yon 
may expect that God mould do for you, and be to yoq, 
that he will be, and he will do. She that marries a 
prince, expects that he fhouki do for her like a prince, . 
that (he may live in a fuitable ftatc, and have an anfwerar 
ble dowry ; He that hath a king for hi» father, or friend, 
expects he mould do for him like a king* Alas 1 the 
. 1 a ...... . 



102 Motives to Conversion. 

kings and monarch s of the earth, fo much abore ymt 9 
arc but* like the painted butterflies amongft the reft of 
their kind, or the fair-coloured palmer-worm, among the 
reft of the worms, if compared with God. As he doth 
infinitely exceed the glory and power of his glittering 
duft, fo he will beyond all proportion* exceed in doing 
for his favourites whatever princes can do for theirs. He 
will " give you grace and glory, and withhold no good 
thing -from you," Pfalm Ixxxiv. 1 1. He will take you 
for his fons and daughters, and make you heirs of his 
promifes, Hebrews vi. 17. and eftablim his cverlafting 
covenant with you, Jen xjrxii. 40. He will juflify you 
from all that law, confeience and Satan can. charge upon 
you, Romans viii. 35, 34. He will give you free atcef* 
into his prefence, and accept your perfon, and receive 
your prayers, Eph. iii. 12. andi. 6. 1 John y. 11, He 
will abide in you, and make you the man of his fecrets, 
and hold a conftant and friendly communion with you, 
John xiii. 23^ jand xv. 15. 1 John i. 3. His ear fhall be 
open, his door open, his ftore open at all times to you* 
His blcmngs fhall reft upon you, and he will make your 
t nemias to ferve you, and work out <* all things for good 
unto you/' Pfalm cxv. 13. Romans viii. 28. 

4. " The terms of mercy are brought as low as poflU 
Me to you." God has (looped as low to finners as with 
honour he can : he will not be thought the author of 
fin, norftain the glory of his holinefs ; and whither could 
he come lower than he hath, unlefs he ihould do this ? 
He hath abated the impoffible terms of the firft cove- 
nant, J«% iii. 23. Marl v. 30. AQs xvi. 31. and iii. 19. 
Prow, xxviii. 13. He doth not impbfe any thing unrea- 
sonable or impoffible as. a condition of life upon you : 
Two things were neceffrry to be done, according to the 
tenor of the firft covenant : 1. " That you fhould fully 
Jatisfy the demands of juftice for paft offences. ' 2 That 
you mould perform perfosally, perfectly, and perpetu- 
ally, the whole law for the time to come." Both thefe 
are to us impoflible, Rom. viii. 3. but behold God's, 
rracioas abatement, in both : He doth not ftand upon 
latisfa&ion ; he is content to take of the Surety (and he 
•f his own providing too) what he might have exacted 
4rejft you, % Cor. v. 19. He declare* kkftfclf t* have, 
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received a ranfom, Jo£xxxiii. 24. 1 Tim. ii 6. and that 
he expe&s nothing but that you mould accept his Sou, 
and " he mall be righteoufnefs and redemption to you," 
John i. 12. i Cor. i. 30; And for the future obedience, 
here he is content to yield to your weaknefs, and omit 
the rigour. He doth not ftand upon perfection as a 
condition of life, though he ftill infills upon it as his 
due, but is content to accept of fincerity, Genefis xvii. i» 
Fro'o. xi. 20. Though you cannot pay the full debt, 
he will accept you according to that which you have, and 
take willingnefs for doing, and the purpofe for the per- 
formance, 2 Cor* viii. 12. 2 Chron, vi. 8. Heb, xi. 17. 
and if you come in his Chrift; and fet your hearts to 
pleafe him, and make it the chief of your care, he will 
approve and reward you, though the veffel be marred in 
your hands. 

O ! confide r your Maker's condefcenfion ; let me fay 
to you as Naamau't fervantto him, "My father, if the 
prophet had bid thee do fome great thing, would you 
Hot have done it ? How much rather when he faith to 
thee. Warn and be clean," 2 Kings v. 13. If God had 
demanded fome terrible thing, fome fevere and rigorous 
thing of you, to efcapc eternal damnation, would you 
not have done it ? Suppofe it had been f fpend all your 
days in forrow in fome howling wildernefs, orpine your- 
felves with famine, or to " offer the fruit of your bodies 
for the fin of your fouls," would yoii not have thankful- 
ly accepted eternal redemption, though thefe had been 
the conditions ? If your offended Creator ftiould have 
held you but one year upon the rack, and then bid you 
come and forfake your fins, accept Chrift, and ferve hinv 
a few years in felf-denial, or lie in- this cafe for ever and 
ever, do. you think you mould have ftuck at the offer, 
and difputed the terms, and have been unresolved wheth- 
er you were to accept of the motion ? O. finner, return 
and live ; why fhouldft thou die, when life is to be had - 
for the taking, when mercy feems beholden to thee (as. 
i£ were) to be faved ? Couldft thou fay indeed, ** Lord*. 
I. knew that thou waft an hard man," Matt. xxv. 24. 
thou hadft fome little excufe ; but when the God o£ 
heaven has (looped fo low, and condescended fo far, i£ 
low thou ihouldJt ftand off* who fhall plead far thee I 
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ObjeSion* Notwithstanding all thefe abatements, I am 
no more able to perform thefe conditio*! (m themfelvea 
fo eify) of Faith, Repentance* undjtnqere obedience, than 
t# fatisfy and fulfil the law. 

jlnfwer. Thefe you may perform, by God's grace 
enabling, whereas the other it naturally impoffible in 
this ftate, even to believers themfelves* * But let the next 
confederation ferve for a fuller anfwer. 

5. " Wherein you are impotent, God doth offer grace 
to enable you." " I hare firetched out my. hand, and 
no man regarded," Prov. i. 24. What though thou art 
plunged into the ditch of that mifery from which you 
can newer get out, Chrift offereth to help you out ; he 
reacheth out his hand to you, and if you pcri/h, it is for 
refuting his help. " Behold, I ftaad at the door and 
knock, if any man open unto me I will come in," Rev. 
iii. 20* What though you are poor, and wretched, and - 
blind, and naked ? Chrift offereth a cure for your blind- 
nefs, a covering for your naked nefs, a remedy for your 
poverty ; he tenders you his righteoufnefs, his grace* 
u Tcounfel thee to buy of me gold, that thou mayft be 
rich ; and white raiment, that thou mayft be cloatbed; _ 
and anoint thine eyes wkh,eye-falve, that thou mayft fee," 
Rev. iii. 17, 18. Do you fay, the condition w impoffi- 
ble, for I have not wherewith to buy I You m«ft know, 
that this buying is •*- without money and without price," 
I/a. lv. 1. this, buying is by begging and feeking with 
diligence and conftancy in the ufe of God's means, Pnv* 
ii. 3, 4. God commandeth thee to know him and to fear 
liim. Doft thou fay, Yea* but my mind is blind, and 
my heart is hardened from his fear ! I anfwer, God doth 
offer to enlighten thy mind, and to teach thee this fear; 
thatis'prcfented to thy choice, Prov. i. tg. " For that 
they hated knowledge, and did not choofe the fear of 
the Lord. So that now, if men live in ignorance and' 
cftrangement from the Lord, it is becaufe they will not 
underftand and defire the knowledge of h» ways," Job * 
xxi. 14. " If thou crieft after knowledge, if thou feek— . 
eft her as filver, &c. then (halt thou underftand the fear 
of the Lord, and find the knowledge ©f God," Prom, iu 
3^—5. Is not here a fair offer ? "Turn ye at my rc-i 
proof, behold I will pour out my Spirit unto you/' Prov* 
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i. 23. Though of yourfclves you can do nothing, yet 
yon may do all through his Spirit enabling you, and he 
doth offer affiftance to you. God bids you u wafh, and 
make you clean," /fa. i. 1 6 you fay you are unable, at 
>nuch as the leopard to warn oat his fpots, Jer. xiii. 23. 
yea, but the Lord doth offer to purge you, fo that if 
you be filthy ftill, it is through your own wilfulnefs, 
Ezek xxiv. 13. u I have purged thee, and thou waft 
not purged/' Jer. xiii. 27. " O Jerufakm, wilt thou 
not be made clean ? When (hall it once be V r God doth 
wait when you will be made clean ; when you will yield 
to his motions, accept his offers, and let him do for you 
and in you, what you cannot do for yourfelres. You 
do not know how much God will do upon your impor- 
tunity, if you will be- but reftlefs and inftant with him, 
Luke xi. 8. and xviii. 5. 

Though God hath not bound himfelf by exprefs pro- 
mifc to wicked men, to give them grace, yet he hath 
given them abundance of encouragement to expeft it 
from him, if they feek it earneftly in his way. Hit moft 
gracious nature is abundant encouragement. If a rich 
and moft bountiful man fhould fee thee in raifery, and 
bid thee come to his door, would ft thou not with confi- 
dence expect at thy coming to find fome relief? God ap- 
points thee to ufe fuch and fuch means in order to thy 
obtaining, repentance and faith ; doth not this argue, 
. that God will beftow thefe upon thee if thou doft ply 
him diligently in prayer, meditation, reading, hearing, 
felf-examtnation,- and the reft of his means ? . Otherwise 
Gad mould but mock his poor creatures to put them 
upon thefe felf-denying endeavours, and then when they 
have been hard put to it, and continued waiting upon 
him for grace, deay them at laft. Surely if a good-na- 
tured man wonld not deal thus, much left will the moft 
merciful and gracious God, 
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The CowCM/siO* of the- Whale. 

AND now, my brethren, fet me know your minds : 
What do you intend to. do 5 will you go on and, 
die ? Or, will you fet upon a thorough and fpcedy con- 
Terfion, and lay hold on eternal life ? How long will ya 
linger in Sodom ? *' How long will ye halt between two. 
opinions ?" 1 Kings xviii. 2 1 . Arc ypu not yet refolved 
whether Chrift or Bar abbas* whether blifs or torment, 
whether the land of Cabul, 1 Kings ix. 13 or the para* f 
dife of God be the better choice? Is it a difputable cafe* 
whether the Abana and P bar par of Damafcus 9 be better 
than all the dreams of Eden ; or whether the vile pud* 
die of fin is to be preferred before the water of life, clcar t 
as ehryftal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of 
the Lamb ? Can the world in good earned, do that for 
you which Chrift can ? Will it ftand by you to eternity \ 
Will pleafures, land, titles, or treafurcs defcend with, 
you ? Pfalm jriix. 17. 1 Tinu vi. 7 If not, had you 
not need look after fomewhat that will ? What mean 
you to ftahd wavering, to be off and on ? Foclifh chil* " 
dren ! how long will you ftick between the womb and 
the world ? Shall I lead you at laft no farther than jf~ 
grippAy but almoft perfuaded : Why, you are for eve* 
Ipibif left there ; as good not at all, as not altogether 
Chriftians. You are half in the mind to give over your, 
former negligent life, and fet to a ftrift and holy courfe j 
you. could wifh you were as fome others, are, and coulq ' 
do as they can do. How long will you reft in idl*, 
wifhes and fruitlefs purpofes ? When will you come to a, 
fixed, firm and full refolve ? Do not you fee how Satan 
gulls you, by tempting you to delays \ How long hatk 
he drawn you on in the way of perdition? How manyr 
years have you been purposing to mend ? What if God 
fhould have taken you off this while \ ' 

Well, put me not off with a dilatory anfwer : Tell 
ipe not of hereafter, I muft have your immediate con- 
fent : If you be not now refolved, while the Lord is 
treating with you, and courting you, much lefs are you 
like to be hereafter, when thefe impreiiions are worn 
out, and you are hardened through the deceitfulncfs of 
6n. Will you give me your hands ? Will you fet opea 
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the doors, and give the Lord Jefue the*full and ready 
pofitffion ? Will you put your names into his covenant ? 
will you fubferibe ? What do you refolve upon ? If you 
are ftill upon your delays, my labour is loft and all is 
like to come to nothing. Fam I would that you mould 
bow put in your adventures. Come, call in your lot, 
tnake your choice. u Now is the accepted time, now is 
the day of falvation : To day if you will hear his voice.'* 
^Why mould not this be the day from whence thou 
fhouldft be able to date thy happinefs .? Why fhouldft 
thou venture a day longer in this dangerous and dread- 
ful condition ? What if God mould this night require 
thy foul ? " O that thou mighteft know in this thy day, 
* the things that belong to thy peace, before they be hid 
from thine eyes/' Luke xix. 42 . This is thy day, and it 
is but a day, John ix. 4. Others have had their day, 
/and hare received their doom, and now art thou brought 
upon the ftage of this, world, here tp act thy part for the 
whole eternity. Remember, thou art now upon thy 
good behaviour for everlafting ; if thou make not a wife 
choice now, thou art undone for ever. Look what thy 
.prefent choice is, fuch mud thine eternal condition be, 
Luke x 42. and xvi. 25. Prov. i. 27 — 29. 

And is it true indeed ? Is life and death at thy choice ? 
Tea, it is as true as truth is, Dcut. xiii. 14. why then, 
what hinders but that thou fhouldft be happy I Nothing 
doth or can hinder but thine own wilful neglect or refu- 
sal It was the fpeechof the Eunuch to Philip* "See 
here is water, what doth hinder me to be baptized ?*' 
'So I may fay to thee, See here is Chrift, here is mercy, 
pardon, and life ; what hinders, but that thou fliouldft 
fee pardoned, and fared ? One of the martyrs, as he was 
praying at the flake, had his pardon fet by him in a box 
(which indeed he refufed deferredly, becaufe upon un- 
worthy terms) but here the terms are moft honourable 
and eafy, O finner ! wilt thou burn with thy pardon by 
thee ? Why, do but forthwith give up thy confent to 
Chrift, to renounce thy fins, deny thyfelf, take up the 
.yoke, and the crofs, and thou earrieft the day : Chrift 
is thine, pardon, peace, life, and bleflednefs, all are thine: 
And is not this an offer worth embracing ? Why fhouldft 
thgu hefitate ©r doubtfully difpute about the cafe \ Is It 



108 The Conclusion. 

not paft 'centre verfy, whether God be better than fin, 
and glory than vanity ? Why (houldft thou forfake thy 
own mercies, and fin againft thy own life ? When wilt 
thou (hake off thy floth, and lay by thine excufes ? 
** Boaft not thyfelf of To-morrow, thou knoweft not 
where this night may lodge thee," Prov xxvii i. 

Beloved, now the holy Spirit is ftriving with you ; he 
will not always ft rive. Hail thou not felt thine heart 
warmed by the word, and been almoft perfuaded to leavt 
off thy fins and come in to God I Haft thou not felt 
fome good motions iu thy mind, wherein thou haft been 
warned of thy danger, and told what thy carclefs courfe 
would end in ? It may be thou art- like young Samuel, 
who, when the Lord called once and again, knew not the 
voice of the Lord, I Sam. iii. 6, 7. but thefe motions and 
items are the offers, and effays, and callings, and drivings 
of the Spirit: O, take the advantage of the tide, and 
know the day of thy vifitation. 

Now the Lord Jefus ftretcheth wide his arms to re- 
ceive you ; he befeechcth you by us. How movingly, 
how meldngly, how pitifully, how compaflionately he 
calleth ! The church is put into a fudden extafy upon 
the found of his voice, " The voice of my beloved !*' 
Cant. ii. 8. O, wilt thou turn a deaf ear to his voice ? It 
is not the voice that breaketh the cedars, and maketh the 
mountains to /kip like a calf; that fhaketh the wilder- _ 
nefs, and divideth the flames of lire ; it is not Sinai's 
thunder, but a foft and ftill voice : It is not the voice of 
mount Ebal a voice of curling and terror, but the voice 
of mount Gerizim, the voice of blefling, and of glad ti- 
dings of good things. It is not the voice of the trumpet, 
nor the voice of war, but a meflage of peace from the 
king of peace, Eph. vi. 15. 2 Cor. v. 18, 20. Methinks 
it fhould be with thee as with the fpoufe, " My foul 
failed me whe# hefpake," Cant. v. 6. I may fay to thee, 
O fmner, as Martha to her lifter, " The Mafter is come, 
and he calleth for thee," John xi. 28. O now with 
Mary arife quickly, and come unto him. How fwect 
are his invitations. He crieth in the open concourfe, 
•' If any man third, let him corae unto me and drink," 
John vii. 37. Prov* i. 2 1. He broaches his own body 
*or thee, O ! come and lav thy xnbutluo lug fide. Hwfr, 
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free is he! he excludeth none : **' Whofoever will, let 
him come^and take the water of life freely," R*v xxii. 
17. " Whofo is fimple, let him turn in hither. Come 
eat of my bread, drink of the wine that I have mingled. 
Forfake the foolifh, and live," Prov ix. 4, 6. " Come 
Unto me, &c« take my yoke upon you, and learn of me, 
and ye (hall find reft to your fouls," Matt. xi. 28,29* 
** Him that cpmeth to me I will in no wife caft out," 
John vi. 37. How doth he bemoan the obftinate re- 
rufer ? " O jferufalcm ! Jerufalem I how often would I 
have gathered thy children as a hen gathereth her chick- 
ens under her wings, and ye would not !" Matt, xxiii. 
37. " Behold me, behold me ; I have ftretched dut 
my hands all the day to a rebellions people," f/a."lxr. i r 
2. O, be perfuaded now at laft to throw yourf elves into 
the arms of love. • 

Behold, O ye fons of men, the Lord Jefus hath thrown 
open the prifon, and now he cometh.to you, as the ma- 
gistrates once to them, Afis xvi. 39. and befeeches* you 
to come out. "" If it were from a palace or paradife that 
Ghrift did call you, it were no wonder if you were un- 
willing; (and yet how eafily was Adam deluded thence! ) 
but it is from yoUr prifon, £irs ; from your chains, from 
the dungeon, from darknefe, that he calleth you, Ifa. 
xlii. 6, 7. and will you not come ? He calls you -unto 
liberty, Gal. v. 13. and will you not hearken ? His 
yoke is eafy, his laws arc liberty, his fervice freedom, 
Matt. xi. 30 Jamet i. 25. 1 Cor. vii. 22. and whatever 
prejudice you may have againft his ways, if a God may 
be believed, you mall find them all pleafure and peace, 
and 'fhall tafte fweetnefs and joy unutterable, and take 
infinite delight and felicity in thera, Prov. iii. 17. P/alm 
exjx. 103, ill, 16$. I Pet. i. 8; 

Beloved, I am loth to leave you ; I cannot tell how 
tt> give you over. I am- now ready to* (hut up, but 
would fain.ftrike this bargain between Chrift and you 
before I end. Wkat ! (hall I leave yfcu as I found you 
at laft ? Have you read hitherto, and are you not yet 
. refolved upon a prefent abandoning all your fins, and 
doling witji Jefus Chrift ? Alas ! what fhall I fay I what 
itiall I do ? Will you rlfift all my importunity ? Have 
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I run in vain ? . JIavcrl jifiaLfo many arguments, and 
fpent fo much time to pcrfuadc you, and will you at laft 
difappoint me I But it is a fniall matter that you rejeA 

• me, you put a flight upon the God that made you, you 
rejeft the bowels and befecching of a Saviour, and will 
\c found reififters of the Holy Ghoft, A8s vii. 51. if you 
will not now £t prevailed with to repent and be con- 
verted. 

Well, though I have called you long and yon have re- 
filled, I maH yet jhis^once more lift up my voice like a 
trumpet, and cry from the higheit places of the city, be- 

h Jore I conclude with a roiferable toncUmatum eft. Once 
mere I iball call after regardlefs finners, that, if it be 
poffible? I may awakeiwthem ; . '* O earth, earth, earth, 
hear the word of the Lord," Jtr> xxii. 29, Unlefs you 
fee refolved to die, -4end your ears to the laft calls of mer- 
cy. Behold, in the name of God I make open procla- 
mation to you. " Hearken unto me, O ye children* 
hear inftru&ioiv and -be wife, aqdiefufeit not, 94 Prov* 

™-J*>33- 

*^Ho t .every one that thirfteth, come ye to the waters; 
and he^that hath no money, come ye, buy and eats 
Yea* come, buy wine and mill} without money,and with- 
out price. ' Wherefore do ye fpendyour money for that 
which is not bread ? and your labour for that which fat- 
iffieth not ? Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that 
which is good, and let your foul delight. itfelf in fatnefs* 
Incline your ear* and come unto me ; hear, and your 
foul jhalllivs ; audi will make an everlafting covenant 
with you, even the ftfre mercies: of Dwoid" Ffa* iv. 1, 5* 
. Ho, every one that is of any manner of difeafe or tor- 
ment, tMatt. iv. $3, %\* or is poffefled of an evil fpirit, 
wbefher of pride, fury, or luft, or cpvetoufnefs, come 
ye to. the Fhyiiciaa, Dfjng away your fick : Lo, here is ♦ 
lie thai " bealeth all manner of fickaeffea, and all man- 
ner of difeafes among the people/' * 

Ho, everyone that is in debt, and every onevthat it 
in dfftrefs, and every ope that is difcoatented, gather 
yourfelves unto Chrift, and he will become a captain 
over you* he will be your protection from the arrefl: o£ 
lUelaw, he will fave you from the hand of jufBce. Be- 
" ->ld, he is an open fan&uary to you, he is a known, re- 
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luge, Heh\ ru iSk Pfedm xlyiii. 3. Away with you* 
fins, and pome in upon him, left the avenger of blood' 
fcize you, left devouring wrath overtake you. 

Ho, every ignorant tinner, come and buy eye-falve K 
that thou mayftfec, Rev iii. 18. . Away with thy excuv 
lies 5 thou art f#r ever loft if thou continued: in this flate* 
2 Cor. iv. 3. but accept of Chri ft for thy prophet, and he 
-will be a light unto thee, I/a. xlii. 6. Epb. v. 1 \ . Cry 
unto him for knowledge, ftudy his word, take pains about 
the principle* of religion, humble tbyfelf before him, and 
•he will teach thee his way, and make thee wife unto fai- 
▼ation, Matt. xiii. 36. Lute viii. 9. John v. 49. but if 
thou wilt not follow him ia the diligedt ufe of his mea:??,. 
but i^ly fit down becaufe thou haft but one talent, he 
will condemn thee for a wicked and flothful feryanu 
t MatU xxv. 24, 26. 

Ho, every profane finncr, come in and live ; Returu 
onto the Lord, and he will have mercy on thee 5 O be 
intreated, return and* come, thou that haft defiled thy 
mouth with oaths and execrations, " all manner of. fin* 
and blafphemies Audi bejbrgiven thee," Matt. iii. 28 if 
thou wilt but thoroughly turn unto Chri ft, and come in. 
Though thou waft as unc)ftan n* Magdalene* yet " put a* 
way thy whoredoms out of thy fight, and thy adulteries 
from- between thy breaftfe/' and give up thyfolf unto 
Chrift as a veffel of hoUnefs,.fie for his ufe ; and then, 
• c though thy fins be as fcarlet, they ftiall be as wool ; 
and though they be as crimfon, they fliall be as white as 
{now," Lule vii. 47. I/a i. 1 8. 

Hear, Oyc drunkards, " how long will ye be drunk- 
en ? Put away you rwine," 1 Sam* i. 14 < Though you 
have rolled in the vomit of your fin, take tke vomit of 
repentance, and thoroughly difgorge your beloved lufls, 
arid the Lord will receive you, 2 for. n. 17. Give up 
yourfelves to Chrift, to live foberly, righteoufly, and 
godly ; embrace his righteoufnefe* accept his govern- 
ment, and though you have been fwine, he will waih yoti, 
Rev 1.5. 

Hear, O ye loofe companions, whofe delight is in 
tain and wicked focicty, to fpprt away your time in car-' 
nalnairtk and jollity with them, cp&e in at wifdom'a call, 
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and choofe her aad her ways, and yon /hall live* , Prov* 
ix 5, 64 . ... ~ 

Hear, O ye fcorners, hear the word of the Lord ; 
though you have made a fport at godlinefs and the pro- 
feflbrs thereof, though you have made a fcorn of Chrjd 
and of his ways, yet even to you doth he call, to gather 
you under the^wings-of bis mercy, Prov. i. 22, 23. la 
a word, though you fhpuld be found amongft the word 
of the black roll, 1 Cor, vi. 9, 10. yet upon your thor- 
ough con verfi on you fhall be wafhed, you fhall bejuftift- 
ed, you (hall be fanclified in the name of the Lord Jefus, 
and by the Spirit of our God, verfi 11. 

Ho, every formal profefibr, that art but a lukewarm, 
doughrfcaked Chriftian, and reifteft in the form of godU- 
cefs, give over thy halving and thy halting, be a Chrif-. 
ti an throughout, be zealous and repent ; and then, tho* 
thou hail been an offence to Chrift's ftomach, thou (halt 
be the joy of his heart, Rev. Hi. 16, 19, 20. 

And now bear witnefs that, mercy hath been offered 
you : I call heaven and earth to record w againft you this- 
day, that I have ffet before you life and death, blefling 
and curling ;, therefore choofe life that you may live," 
JDeut. xxx. \$. I can but woo and warn you : I cannot 
compel you to be happy, if I could. I would. What 
anfwep will you fend me with to my mailer ? Let mc 
fpeak to you, as Abraham's fcrvant to them, " 4- n d n°W\ 
if you Will deal kindly and truly with my mailer, tell 
me," Gen. xxjv. 49. O for fuch a happy anfwer as Re- 
lecca gave them, ver 57, 58. *' And they faid, "tVe 
will call the damfel, and enquire at her mouth. And. 
they called Rebecca* and faid unto, her, Wilt thou go 
with this man \ and me {aid, I will ge." O that I had 
but this from you ! Why fhould 1 be your accufer. 
Matt. x. ify 1 5. who third for your falvation ? Why 
Ihould the paffionate pleadings and wooings of mercy be 
turned into the horrid aggravation of your obftinacy, and 
additions to your mifery I Judge in yourferves : Do you 
not think their condemnation will be doubly drcaSful^ 
that {hall go ou in their fins, after all endeavours to recall 
them ? Doubtlefs •' it fliall be more tolerable for Tyrg 
and Sichn, yea, for S odo rft k and Gomorrah, in the day ojt^' 
' dgmeut, than for you/' Matt, xi. 32, ?£.. 
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Beloved, if you have any pity for your perilling fouls, 
dofe with the prefent offers of mercy : If you would not 
continue and increafe the pains of your travailing minif* 
ten, do not Hick in the birth. If the God that made 
you, have an authority with you, obey his command, and 
come in. If you are not the defpifers of grace, and would 
not ihut up the doors of mercy againfr. yourfelves, repent 
and be converted : let not heaven ftand open for you m 
vain : Let not the Lord. Jefus open his, wares, and bid 
you buy without money and without price, in vain : - 
Let not his minivers and his Spirit ftrive with you in ■ 
vain, and leave you now at laft unperfuaded, left the fen- 
tence go forth againft you, '* The bejlows are burnt, the 
lead is confumed of the fire, the founder melteth in vain, . 
reprobate- filver (hall men call them, becaufe the Lord 
fcath reje&ed them," Jer. vi. 29, 30 

Father of fpirits, take the heart in hand that is too 
hard for my wcaknefs : Do not thou end, though I have 
done ; half a word from thy effectual power will da the 
work. O thou that haft the key of David, that openeft 
and no man fhutteth, open thou this heart as thou did ft 
Lydia's, and let the king of glory enter in, and make this 
foul thy captive ! Let not the tempter harden him in 
delays ; let him not ftir from this plaee r rfor take his eyes * 
hotA thefe liries, N till he be refolved to forego his fins, 
and accept .of life on thy felf-denying terms. In thy 
name, O Lord God, did I go forth to thefe labours, in 
thy name do I (hut them up; Let not all the time they 
fiave coft be loft hours ; let not all the thoughts of heart, - 
and all the pains that have been about them, be but loft • 
labour. Lord, put in thy hand into the heart of -this rea- 
der, and fend thy Spirit, as once thou did&Pbilip, ^tojoiii 
himfelf to the chariot of the Eunuch, while he was read- 
ing the word. And though I mould never know it while 
Hive, yet I befeechthee, O Lord~Gdd,. let it be found 
at that day that forae fouls are converted by thefe la- 
bours ; and let fojpe be able to ftand forth and fay, that 
by thefe pcrfuaiions they were won unto thee. 4mcn f > 
/itnnt. Let him that readeth, fay^«au. ' 
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BELOVED, I defpair of ever bringing you to faI-« 
vation without fan deification, or ppfleffing you of. 
bappinefs without perfuading you to holinefs. God 
knows, I have not the leaft Jhope ever to fee one of your, 
faces in heaven, except you be converted, and fan&ifi-. 
ed, and exercifc yourfelves unto godlinefs : I befeech> 
you, ft udy perfon algodlinefs and family godlinefs. 

I. Perfonal Godlincfs. Let it be your firft care, to* 
fet tfpphrift in your hearts : See that you make all - 
your worldly interefts to (loop to him, that you be en-> 
tirely and unrefervedly devoted unto him. If you wilful-, 
ly and deliberately, and. ordinarily harbour any fin, you, 
are undone, Pfalm lxviii* 21. Exekiel xviii. 20. See that, 
you unfeignedly take the law of Chrift as the rule of 
your words, thoughts and a&iqnsj and fubjeft your 
whole man, members and minds., faithfully to him, Pfalm^ . 
cxix. 34, Romans vi. 13. If you have not a true refpecY 
to all God's commandments, you. are un found at hearty. 
Pfalm cxix. 6. O, Study to get the image and imprefs, 
of Chrift upon you within. Begin with your hearts* 
elfe you build without any foundation. Labour to get a- , 
faving change within, or elfe all external performances, 
will be to no purpofe : And then ftudy to mew forth the 
power of godlinefs in the life : Let piety be your firft, 
and great bufinefs; it is the higheft point of juftice to . 
rive God his due. Beware that none of you be a prayer- 
lefs perfon; -for that is a raoft certain difcovery that you 
area Chriftlefs and gracelefs perfon; or one that is a ve- 
ry ftranger to the fear of- Gq^i, Pfalm v. 7. Suffer not, 
your Bibles to gather dull ; fee that you converfe daily; 
with the word, John v. 39. That man can never lay 
claim to bieflednefs,' whofe delight is not in the law of* 
aL - T ord, Pfalm i. 1, 2. Let meditation and felf-exa- - ; _ 
V your daily exercife. 
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- But piety without charity is but the half of chriftian- 
ky ; Qr rather impious hypocrify We may not divide 
the tables ; fee therefore that you do juftly and love mer- 
cy, and let equity and chanty run like an even threadr 
throughout all your dealings. Be you temperate in all 
thing*, and let chaftity and fobriety be your undividedr 
companions. Let truth and purity; feriou(nefs and 
modefty, heavenlinefs and gravity, be the conftant orna- 
ments of your fpeech. Let patience and hfrmility, fitn-» 
plicity and.fineerity, mine out in ail the parts of your* 
coaverfation. See that you forget and forgive wrongs, 
and requite them with kind nefs, asyouwould.be found. 
the children of the Moft High. Be merciful in your fen- 
fures,- and put the moft favourable conftru&ion upoa 
your brethren's carriage, that their actions will reafoaa- 
bly bear. Be flow in promifing, punctual in ful filling"* 
Let meeknefs and innocence, affability, yieldingnefs, and- 
fimplicity, commend your converfations to all men. Let 
none of your relations want that love and loyalty, reve* 
rence and duty, that tendernefs, care and vigilance, which* 
their feveral places and capacities call.for. This is tho- 
rough godlinefs. I charge you- before the moft high* 
God, that none of you* be found a fwearer, or a. liar, or a 
lover of evil company, or a fcoffer, or malicious, or co-* 
Tetous, or a drunkard, or a glutton, unrighteous in his 
dealings, unclean in his living, or a quarrefler, or a thicv 
or a backbiteer, or a rajler ; for I denounce unto you* 
from the living God, that deftru&ion and damnation is- 
the end of all fue'h, Prvo. xiii 20. James v. 12. Rev^ 
xxi. 8. I Cor. vi. 9. 10. QaL v. 19—21. 
«. • 2. Family Godlinefs. He that hath fet up Chrift in,» ; 
his heart, . will be fure to. ftudy to fet- him up . in his 
houfe. Let every family with you be. a chriftian churchy 
1 Cor. vi. 19. • every houfe a b©ufe of prayer: Let 
every hou {holder fey with Jojbua. " I and my houfe 
will ferve the. Lord," Chap. xxtv, 15*. and refolve 
with David, " I will walkin> my houfe with a perfect 
heart/' Pfalm ci. 2. . Let me prefs upon you a few du«* 
ties in* general. 

Firft. Let religion be kj your families, not as a *iat«» 
ter by the by (to be minded at leifu're, when the world 
will give you leave) but the ftanding bufinefs of.thft 
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ttoufe : Let them have your prayers as duly as their 
meals. Is there any of your families but have time for their 
taking food ? wretched man ! canft thou not as well find* 
time to pray in ? 

Secondly f Settle it upon your hearts, that your fouls- 
are bound up in the fpuh of your family ; they are*com- 
■sitted unto you, and if they be loft through your neg- 
kcl, they will be required at your hands. Sirs, if you 
do not, you mail know that the charge of fouls is • 
a heavy charge, aad that the blood o£ fouls is a heavy- 
guilt. O man, haft thou a charge of fouls to anfwer for,, 
and deft thou not beftir thyfelf for them, that their 
blood be not found in thy fkirts ? Wilt thou^do n* more 
for immortal fouls than thou wilt do for the beafts that 
pcriih ? What doft thou do for thy children: and fer* 
vants? Thou provideft meat and drmk for them agreca-* 
ble to their nature ; and doft thou not the fame for thy * 
beafts ? Thou giveft them medicines, and cheriflieft then 
when they are fick ; and doft thou not the fame for thy 
fwine? More particularly, 

1. Let the folemn reading of the word, and finging of 
gfalms, be your family-exercifes^ John v. 39. Pfalm 
exviii. 15. See Chrift tinging with his family, namely, 
his difciples, Matthew xxvi. 30. 

2. Let every perfonin your families be as duly called 
to an account of their profiting by the word heard or 
read, as they be about doing your own buunefs : This is 
a. duty of oonfequence unfpeakable, and would be a~ 
means to < bring tbofe under your charge to remember 
and profit-by what they receive. See Chrift's example in 
calling his family to account. Matthew xvi. it, 13, 15. 

3. Often take an account of the fouls under you* 
care, concerning their fpiritual ftates, (herein you muft 
be followers of Chrift, Matthew xiri. 10, 36, 51. Mart, 
it. 10, lit) make inquiry into their donation. Infift 
much upon the finfulnefs and mifery of their natural 
ftate# and .upon the neceflky of regeneration and convert 
fion, in order to their, (alvatiom Adtnanifh them gravely 
of their fins, encourage their beginnings, follow them 
earneftly^and let them have no quiet from you, until you 
ice in them a faving change* This is a duty of veryv 
great eoafequcnce, but* Ijsm afraid, itoft fearfofly n*~ 
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gle&cd: Doth not confidence fay, "Thou art the man?" 
4. Look to the ftrict fan&ifying the Sabbath by all 
your houlhold, Exodus xx. 10. Leviticus xxiii. 3. Ma- 
ny poor families have little time elfe: O improve but 
your fabbath days as diligently in labouring for know- 
ledge, and doing your Maker's work, as you^do the- 
othgr da^s in doing your own work, and I doubt not but 
you may come to fomc proficiency. 

5» Let the morning and evening facrifice of folemit 
prayer be daily offered up in all your families, Pfalm xcii. 
I, 2. *Exodus xxx. 7, 8. Luke i. 9, 10. Beware ye be not 
found among the families that call not upon God's name; 
for why mould there be wrath from the Lord upon your 
families? Jer. x 25.. O miferahle families, without God. 
in, the world, that are without family prayer ! What^ 
have you fo many family fins, family wants, family mer- 
cies ; what, and yet no family, prayers ? How do you. 
pray with alL prayer and fupplication, if you do not with 
family prayer ? Eph vi. 18. Say not, "I have no time." 
What! hall -thou not all thy time .oh purpofe to ferve 
God and fave thy foul ? And yet is this it for which thou 
canft find no time? Find but an heart, and you will find 
time. Pinch out of your meals and fleep, rather than 
want for prayer. Say. not, " My bufmefs will not give 
me leave:" This is the greateft bufin'cfs, to fave thyfclf 
and the fouls committed to thee. Bufmefs ! a whet will 
be bo let. In a word, the bleffing of all is to be got by 
' prayer, Jer* xxix. 11, 12. 2 Sam. v'ri. 29. and what is> 
thy bufincfs. without God*3 bleffing? Say not, " I am 
rot able;" ufe the one talent, and God will increafe it* 
Matthew xxv. 24, &c. Bat if there is no other remedy^. 
thou muft join with thy abler neighbour ; God hath fpe- 
cial regard to joint prayer, James v. 4 — 12. Ads xii. 5* 
jo, 12. 2 Cor. i. 11. and therefore you mull improve 
family advantages for the performing of it. 

6. Put every one in your families Upon private prayer. 
Obferve whether they do perform it. Get them the 
help of a form, if they need it, till they are able to pray 
without it. Direct them how to pray, by reminding 
tliem of their fins, wants, and mercies, the materials of 
prayer. This was the practice, of John and of Jefus,, 
Ljuke xi. I, &c, * 
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7. Set up catechifmg in your families, at theleaft 
once every week. Have you no dread of the Almigh- 
ty's charge, that you (hould "teaeh tbefe things dili- 
jgently to your children, and talk of tnem at they fit in 
your honfet ¥' Dent. ti. 6, fee. and "train them up in the 
way wherein they fliould go ? " Prov* 'xxii. 6. Hatb 
God fo commended Abtahn^ that he would " tfeach 
his children and houfhold," Gen. xviii. 19? and that 
lie had many inftructed fervants, Gen. xiv. 14, (fee. 
the margin) and given fuck a promife to bim thereupon, . 
and will yon not pnt in for a mare, neither in thepraife 
nor the promife ? Hath Cbriffc honoured catechifing 
with his prefencc, Luke iL 46. and will you not own 
k with your practice? Say not> "They art carekfs, 
and will not learn 1 **- What have you your authority 
for, If not to ufe it for God, and the good of their v 
fouls ? You will call them up, and force' them to do 
f your.wprk : And mould you not, at leaft, be as zea- 
lous in putting them upon God's work? Say not, *• They 
arc dull, and are rot capable J " If they be dull, God 
requires of you the more pains and patience ; but far 
fluil an they are, you will make them learn how to work t 
and can they not learn how to live ? r Are they capable 
of the myfteries of yonr trade, asd are they not capable 
of the plain principles of religion ? Well, r>s ever you 
would fee the growth of religion, the cure of ignorance*, 
the remedy of profanenefe, the downfall of error, fulfil 
you my joy, in going through with this duty. 

Will you anfwer the calls of divine providence? Would 
you rcmave the incumbent, or prevent the impendent 
calamities ? Would you plant nurferies for the church 
of God ? Would you that God mould build your houf- 
es, andblefs your fubftance ? Would you that your chil- 
dren mould bkfs you ? O then fct up piety in your fam- 
ilies, as ever you would be bleffed, or be ablefling : Let v 
your hearts and your houfes be the temples of the. living 
God, in which his worfhip (according to all the afore- 
mentioned directions) may be with conftancy, reverently* * 
performed, iVev.'xxix. x. ^ He that being often re- 
proved, hardeneth his neck, mall fuddenly be deftroy- 
ed, and that without remedy. 9 \ O be wife ia* time*, 
that you be not miferablc to eternity 1 
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Ezckiel xxxiii. II. 

Say unto them* as I live, fakb the Lord God, I hove . no 
* pleafure in the death of the wicked ; but that the wicked 
turn from his way and live / turn ye f turn ye from your 
evil mays ; for why will ye die, houfe of If rati $ 

IT has been the wonder of many, to read in the holy 
fcripture, how few will be faved,: and that the great- 
eft part even of thofe that are called, will be (hut out of 
heaven, and tormented with the devils in eternal fire. 
Infidels believe not this, and therefore mull feel it. 
T.hofe that do believe it, are forced to cry out with St* 
Paul, Rons. xi. 33, the depth of the riches, both of the 
wifdom and knowledge of 'God! How unfearehahle are his 
judgments, and his ways pqfi finding out I But nature rtielf 
teaches us aif to lay the blame of evil works upon the 
doers; and therefore when we fee any heinous thing com- 
mitted, a principle of juftice provokes us to inquire of 
him that did it. ' If we faw a man killed, and cut in piec- 
es by the way, we mould prefently afk, who did this 
srucl deed? If a town were fet on* fire, you would aik, 
What wicied wretch did this i So when we read that the 
mail will be fire-brands of hell for ever, we muft needs 
think with ourfelves, How comes this to pafs? Who is 
it that is fo cruel as to be the caufe of fuch a thing as 
this? And we can meet with few that will own the guilt. , 
It is indeed confeft by all, that Satan is the caufe ; but 
that refolves not the doubt, becaule he is not the princi- 
pal caufe. He. does not force, men to fin, but tempt 
them to it, and leaves it to their own; wills, whether they 
will do it or not. It lies thesefore between' God him- 
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felf and the finflrerj one of them muft be the principal 
caufe of all this mifery; for there is no other to caft it 
upon: and God difclaimsit ;' he will not take itf uperv 
him. And the wicked difciaim it ufually, and they wilt 
not take it upon them* And this is the controverfy 
which is here carried on in my text. 

The Lord complains of the people :- and the people 
think it is the fault of God* They fay, verfe ic f If our 
tranfgrcjfions and our fins he upon a/, and we fine away in 
them, howjhallwe then live? A* if they mould fay, if 
we muft die, how can we help it? As if it were not their 
fault, but God's. But God here in my text, clears him- 
fclf of it, and tells them how they may help, it if they 
will, and pcrfuades them toufe the means ; and if they 
will not be perfuaded, he lets them know that it it their 
own fault; and if this will not &ti»fy them, be will not 
therefore forbear to punifh tlera. It is he that will be . 
the judge ; and he will judge them according to their 
waye; they are no judges of him or of tlttmfehres, as 
wanting authority, and wifdom, and impartiality: nor is 

-it the cavilling with God, that (hall ferve their turn, or 
fave thera from the execution of juilice- 

The words of this vcrfe contain, I. God's clearing of 
himfelf from the blame of their deilru&ion. This he 
does not by difowning his law, that the wicked Jhall die, 
nor by difowning his execution according to that law, or 
giving them any hope that the law lhall not be exe- 
cuted ; but by proftfiing, that it is not their death that 
he takes pleafure in, but their returning rather, that they 
may live: and this he confirms to them by his oath* 
2. An exprefs exhortation to the wicked to return; 
wherein God does not only command, but perfuade, and < 
condefcend alfo to reafon the cafe with them. Why will 
they die? The direct end of this exhortation is, that they 
may turn and live. The fecondary ends, upon fuppo- 
thionthat this is not attained, arethefe two. Fir ft, to 
convince them, that it is not the fault of God if they be 
iniiVrable* Secondly, to convince tbem from their mani- 
i\il wi If ulnefs in rejecting all his commands and perfua- 

. iiona that it is their own fault, and they die, even bc- 
ca.ufe they will die. 



A Call to tBeXJ.tieoxYzzTzn. 125 

The fuManee of the text Uta in. thefe obfervatioae fol- 
lowing: 

Dott. i. It is. the unchangeable law of God, that 
wicked men msft turn or die. 

Do&. » It i»thepromifeof God, that the wicked 
{hall live, if they will turn. 

I)o£t. 3. God takes pleafure in men's coavernoa and 
Salvation, but none in their death or damnation t he had 
father they would return and live, than go on and die. 

Db£t. 4. Thifr is the moil certain truth, which hs- 
eaiile God would not h/ive men to queftfon, he has con- 
firmed to them folemnly by his oath. 

Do&. 5. The Lord redotibics his commands and per* 
foafions to the wkked to turn* 

Do&. 6. The Lord condescend* to reafon the cafo 
wkh them, and aflca the wicked, why they will die. 

£>o&. 7. If after aM thk the wicked will not tarn, it 
it aot the fault- of God that they perifh, but of them- 
^ lelves ; their own wilfulnefs iatbecaufe of their damn** 
tion ; they therefore dk, becaufe they will die. 

Having laid the text open before your eye* in thefe: 
' plain propbiitipns} I mail nest fpeak fomewhat of- each 
•f them ra order, though very br&fty. 

DOCTRINE E 

bis the unchangeable Lum of G*d, that Abided men miijt' 
tumor die. 

TF you wjllheKcTtGod, believe this : &ere w bur 
„ one of thefe two waft for every wkked man* either 
Conversion or Damnation. ^ know, the wkked will 
. .hardly be perfuaded either of the truth or eqjaqf of this, 
* No wonder if ."the guilty quarrel witfr the law,* Few attn 
are apt to believe that which they would not have to be 
true ; and fewer would have that to W true, which they 
apprehend to be againft them. • But k is not quarrell- I 
iag with the law, or with the judge* that will fave t?h j 
* malefactor. Believing and regarding the law might have - 
prevented hw death-:* but denying and accufifcg* if', will 
buthaften it* IfH were nor £0, ad hwtfdwsd vr*uld» 
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bring their reafons againfi the law, for one that wotilcF 
bring his reafon to the law: and men would rather chooi 
to give their reafon a why they fhould not be ptraiibed, 
than to hear the commands and reafons of their govern- 
ors, which require jhem to obey. The law was not 
made for you to judge, but that you might be ruled and- 
judged by it. 

But if there be any fo blind as to queflion either the 
truth, or the juftice of the law of God, I (hall briefly 
give you. evidence of both .. 

And firil, if y«u doubt whether this be the word of 
God or not, betides an hundred other texts, you may be- 
fatisfied by thefe few, Matt, xviii. 3, Verily I fay unto, 
you, except. ye be converted* and become as tittle children, ye 
cannot enter Into the kingdom of heaven* John iiL 3, Verily 9 . 
Verily $ J fay unto thee, except a man he horn again, he ca$- 
itot fee thi kingdom of God. z Cor. v. 17, If any man he in- 
Cbrift, he is anew creature: old things are pajl away ; ftr- 
fjohl, all things are become new. Heb. xii. 1 4, Without 
holinefs no man Jhallfee God. Rom. viii. 8, 9, They that 
are in theficjh, cannot pieafe God. Now if any man have not 
ihe Spirit of Ch rift* be is none of hit. Pfalm ix. 17. The 
wicked fhail be turned into hell 9 and all the nations tbatfof 
get God. Pfalm xi. 5, The Lord lovethjhe righteous, but, 
the wicked his foul hateth. 

I need not add any more of that multitude which fpeak 

" the like :. if thou be a. man that believtft the word^bf ' 
'God, here is already enough, to fatisfy thee, that the <• 
wicked muft be converted or condemned. You_nro(c : 

* either confefs that' this, is true, or fay plainly, you will 

•. not 'believe the word of God* And. if once you be come 
to that pafs/it is not likely you will be long out .of 
bell. : *But if you tell. God plainly you will not believe 
him, blame him net if he never warn you more: fori? 
what purpofe ftoujd he warn you, if you will not- believe 

' him ?. Should he fen^l an angel from heaven to you, it 
items you would not believe. For an angel can fpeak 
but the word qf God: and if an angel fhonld bring you, 

t any other gofpel, you arc not t6 receive it, but to hold: 
him accurFcd. And furcly there is no angel to be be- 
Ucyed before the. Son of pod, who came from the Father* 
*» bring tip this dc^f&fe And tf-yow fland on thffe. 
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tcrma with God, I. (hall leave you till he deal with yo» 
in a more convincing way. God has a voice that will 
make you hear, .Though' he infrcat you to hear the 
voice of his gpfpel, he will make yod hear the voice of 
lu's condemning fentence. We cannot make you bclicvi 
again ft your wills ^ but God will Viake you feel againft 
^our will. 

But why will you not believe, this word of God, which 
tells us that the wicked, muft be converted, or condema- 
cd? It i« becaufe you judge it unlikely that God fhould 
be fo unmerciful; you think it cruelty to damn men 
everiaftingly for fo fmall a thing as a fiofuMife. And 
this leads us to the fecond thing, which is, to juftify the 
equity of God in his laws and judgments. 

And firft, I think you will not deny that it is moft 
fuitabk to an immortal fouJ, to be ruled by laws which 
promife an immortal reward,,, and threaten an cndlefc 
punifliment. Other wife the lawvwould not be fuited to 
.the nature of the fuhjc&, who will not be fully^ rukd by 
any lower means, than the hopes or fears of everlafting 
things: as it is in the cafe of temporal punifhment, if a 
law were now made that the moft heinous crimes mould 
be punifhed with a hundred 'years captivity, this might 
• be of fome efficacy* it being equal to our lives. But if 
there had been no other penalties before the flood, when 
naen lived eight or nine hundred years, it, would not have 
been fuiEcient, becaufe men would know that they might 
i have fo many hundred years impunity afterwards. So it 
is in our preient cafe. 

a.. When you find in the word of God that fait U f . 
.and fo it will b:, do you think yourfelves fit to contra- 
dict this word \ Will you call your Maker to the bar; 
and examine his word r Will you fit upon him, and judge 
hjm by the law of your conceits? Are you wifer 
and better than he ? Mufl the God of heaven come to 
jfcbool to yo* to learn wifdom? Muft infinite {fcTifd am 
learn of folly i Muft the Almighty ftand at the. bar of a 
worm? O horrid arrogancy of fenfelefs d jail ! Shall 
. every mole, or clod, or dunghill, accufe the fun of darfc- 
aefs, ,and undertake to illuminate the world ? Where 
. wece you when the Almighty made the. laws, that he 
^ did uot call you to his coualcl ; Jurelyhemade thtna be-- 
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ft>rc yon were born, without defiring your advice y and* 
you came into the world too late to rrrerfe them ; if yon* 
could have done fc great a work, you mould have ftept 
out of nothing, and hare coritradi&ed Chrift when he 
was on earth, or Mofes before him, or have faved Adam 
and hit finftti progeny from the threatened death, that f« 
there might have been no need of Ghrift. 

3. If fin be fuch an evil that it require* the Death of 
Ckti/Hor its expiation, no wonder i£ it deferre our ever- 
bfting mifery. 

j And methinks you mould perceive, that it is not 
poffible for the beft of men, much kfs for the wieked, . 
to be competent judges of the defert of fin. Alas, we 
a>e all both blind and partial. You can never know faW 
Ijr the defert of fin, titt you fully know the evil* of fin : 
and you can never ftiHy know the evil' of fin, till you;. 
folly know the excellency of the foujl which it deforms :. 
no, nor till you know the infinite excellency, almigbti- 
nefs, And holinefs -of thar God; againft whom it is com- 
mitted. When you fully know thefr, you fhall fully 
know the defert of fin. You know that the offender is - 
too partial to Judge the law, or the proceeding of his 
Judge. 

5 Cart you think that unholy fools are fit/or heaven ? ' 
Alas, they cannot hve God here, nor do him any fervicc 
which he can accept. They are Contrary to God* they 
loath that which he 1 moft loves ; and love that which he 
abhors ; they are incapable of that imperfect communion 
with him,' which his faints here partake of. Howtbru. . 
can they live fn that moft- perfe& love of him, and full 
delight, and communion with him* which is the blefledU 
nefs of heaven 1 

USE. * 

IBlmEECH you now, all that lore four fouls, that 
inftead of quarrelling with God and his word, you~ 
will prefently ftoop to it, and ufe it for your good. Yoa 
muft ere long be converted or condemned f there is no other 
K way, but torn or die. When God, who cannot 4ie, hag 
told jou this, when you hear ft from, the Maker and 
Jfcdg^ of the world j . h is time for him that has ears, fe 
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hear. By this time you may fee what you hare to truft 
to. You are but dead and damned men, except you will 
be converted. Should I tell you ptherwife, I mould dc? 
ccive with a lie. Should I hide this from you, I fhould 
ondo you, and be guilty of yaur blood. You fee then; . 4 
though this be a rough, unwelcome doctrine, it it fuch 
,as we muft preach, and you mult hear. It is eafier te 
hear of hell, than feel it. Hell would not be fo full, if 
people were but willing to know their cafe, and to hear 
and think of it. The reafon why fo few efcape it, is, be- . 
caufe they ftrive not to enter in at the ftrait gate of Con- 
vcrfion, and to go the narrow way of Holinefs, while they 
Tiave time : and they ftrive not becaufe they are not awa* 
kened to a lively feeling of the danger that they are in $ 
and they are not awakened, becaufe they are loth to hear, 
or think of it ; and that is partly through foolifii tender- 
nefc, and carnal felf-love ; and partly, becaufe they do 
not well believe the word that threatens in If you wiQ 
not thoroughly believe this truth, methinks the weight 
of it mould force you to remember it ; and it. mould fol- 
low you, and give you no reft, till you were converted. 
If you had but once heard this word, by the voice of an 
angel, Thou miift ie converted or condemned s turn or dtt : 
would it not fallen on yaur mind, and haunt you night 
and day > fo that in your finning you would remember 
k ; as if the voice were ftill in your ears, turn or diet O 
happy were your fouls, if it might thus work upon you,- 
and never be forgotten, or let you alone till it have driven 
home your hearts to God. But, if you will call it out by 
forgetfulnefa, or unbelief, how can it wo*fc to your coa- 
verfion; and falvation ? 'But take this with you to your 
forrow, though you may put it out of your minds, you 
cannot put it out of the Bible : but there it will ftand as 
a fealed truth which you mall experimentally know for 
, ever, that there is no other way but turn or die. i 
~Q what is the reafon then that the hearts ofl(6nners 
are not pierced? with fuch a weighty truth. ' Believe it, 
this drowfy, carelefs temper will not lad long- Conver- 
sion andr condemnation are both of them awakening 
things ; and one of them will make you ftel ere long. 
I can foretel it as truly, as if I faw it with my eyes, that 
either grace or hell will ihortly bring thtfe matters to the 
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/ V» and make yon fay, What have I done f What tV 

' } wicked courfe have I taken ? ' The fcornful and the 

teaptA ftate of finners will laft but a little while. As foon 

as they either turn or dit, the prefumptnous dream will 

be at an end ; and thea their wits and feelings will re- 



But. there are two things which are like to harden the 
unconverted, except they can be taken out of the way ;. 
and that is the mifunderftaadiag of thofe two words, the 
wicked and tukn. Some think it is true, the wicked 

• mud turn or die : but what it that to me ? I -am not 
'wicked though I am a finner, as all men are. Others 
think* // u true that we mujt turn from our evil ways $ 
Jmt lam turned long ago* And thus, while wicked men 
think they are not wicked, but are already converted, we 
lofe all our labour in perfuading them to turn. I mall 
therefore, before 1 go any farther, tell you, who are meant 
by the wicked, and who they are that mud tarn or die ; 
and alfo what is meant by turning ; and who they are 
-that arc truly converted. 

* You may obferve, no man is a wicked man that is eon* 
verted ; and no man is a converted man that, is wicked; 
lb that to be a wicked matt, and to be an unconverted 
»*», i. «U one. And ttaefort in opening c«, we &.U 
•pen both. 

•■ Before I can teH you what either wickednefs or con- 
version is ; I iriuft go to the bottom, and fetch up the 
matter from the beginning. 

- It pleafed the great Creator of the world, to make 
three forts, of* living creatures. Angels he made pure 
fpirits without Seih, and therefore he made them only for 
heaven, aad not to dwell on earth. Brutes were made 
fldh ; and therefore they were made only for earth, . and 
not for heaven. Man is of a middle nature, between both ^ 
as partaking of both Icfli and fpirit : and therefore be 

* was aStde both for heaven and earth. But as his flefh 
is made to be but a fervant to his fpirit, fo is he made for 
earth but as his way to heaven ; and not that earth 
ftbould be his home, or happiaefs. The bleffed date 
which manwr as made for, was to behold the! glorious Ma- 
jefty of the Lord, and to praife him among his holy an- 
gels j and to lore him, and be filled with his love for ever. 
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And at tkit was the ead which aaan was made fori fo Go* 
:gsve him means fitted to attain rt* Tbefe means wife 
principally two. Furft, the right rochaation anddifpofi- 
tion of the min^ of man. Secondly, the right ordering 
of his life and pra&ioe. For the firft, Gdd faitcd the 
difpofitioa of man to hk end J gittng him fueh knowl- 
edge of God as was fit for his prcfent ftate, and a heart 
inclined to God in holy lore* Bat yet he did not con- 
firm him ia this condition ; but, having sonde him a free 
agent, he left him in the hand* of his owa free-will. For 
the fecond, God did that which belonged to him ; that 
is, he save man a perfect taw, requiring him to continue 
in the Jove of God, and perfectly to obey him. By the* 
wilful breach of this law, man did not only forfeit hie 
iiopes of cverlafting life, but alfo turned hie heart front 
Ood, and fixed it on thefe lower things ; and hereby 
Wotted out the fpiritual- image of God from his foul. So 
'that man did both fall fliort of the glory of God which 
was his end, and put hamfelf out of the way by which 
he would have attained it ; and this both as to the frame 
of his heart, and of his life. The holy inclination of his 
foul to God* he loft : and roftead of it, he contracted 
,an inclination to the pleating of his flefh by earthly things; 
giro wing ftrange to God, and acquainted with the crea- 
ture : and the eourfe of his life was faked to the inclina- 
tion of his heart } he lived to hit own will and not to 
ixod : he fought the creature for the pleafing of hit 
-flefh, roftead of feekiag to pkafc the Lord. With thi* 
nature, or corrupt inclination^ we are all now horn into the 
world .; for, who con krtng a tUon thing nut nf tin unclean? 
Job sir. 4. As a lion has a fierce and cruel nature, be- 
fore he does devour ; and as an adder has a venomous 
nature, before me ffcngs ; fo id- oar very infancy' we have 
thofe foifai natures, or inclinations, before we think, or 
ijpeak, or do amifs. Add henee fjariagt -all the fin of our 
lives. And not only fo, but when God has, of hia-mer* 
cy, provided us a remedy, even the Lord Jefos Chrift, 
to be the Saviour of our fouls, and bring us baek to 
God, we naturally love our prefent ftate* and are loth to 
he brought out of it, aad therefore are fet agamft the 
means of our recovery % and though caftom has taught 
4» to shank Chrift for his good wffl, yet we refatfe ins 
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remedies, and defire to be ercufed when we are com* 
snanded to take the medicines which he offers, and are 
called to forfake all, and follow him to God and glory. 

* In thefe few words you have a true defcript ion of our 
ftatural date ; and confequently of a wicked man. For 
every man that is in > this ftate of corrupted nature, is a 
wicked man, and in a date of death 

By this. you may-underftan^ what it is to.be converted f 
to which end you muft further know, that the mercy of 
God, not willing that man fhould perifh in his fin, pro*, 
▼ided a remedy by caufing his Son to take our nature 
upon him, and being in one perfon, God and man, to 
become a Mediator between God and man ; and by (ly- 
ing for our fins on the crofs, to ranfom us from the curfe 
of God, and. the power of the devil : and having thus 
redeemed us, the Father has delivered us into his hands, 
as hk own. Hereupon the Father ancTthe Mediator 
make a new law and covenant for man : not like thefirft* 
which gave life to none but the perfectly obedient, and 
condemned mao for every fin : but Chrift has made a 
law of grace, or a promife of pardon and cverlafting life 
*o all that by true repentance, and by faith in Chrift, 
are converted unto God* Like an aft of oblivion, 
which is made by a prince, to a company of rebels, oa 
condition they will lay down their arms, and come. in, 
and be loyal fubjecls /or the time to come. 

But, becaufe the Lord knows that the heart of man is 
grown fo wicked, that men will not accept of the reme- 
dy, if they be left to themfelves, therefore the Holy 
Ghoft has undertaken it as his office to infpirc the Apof- 
tles, and fcal the fcripture by miracles; and to illumi- 
nate and convert the fouls of men. - . 

So that you fee, as there are three pcr&ms io the Trin- 
ity, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft ; fo each 
of thefe perfons have their fcveral works, which preemi- 
nently alcribed to them* 

The Father's works were, to create us, to rule us, as 
Lis rational creatures, by the law of nature ; and judge 
us thereby : and in mercy to provide us a Redeemer 
when we west loft ; and to fend his Son, and accept his 
sanfom. 

The works of the Son, for us, were thefe ; to ranfom. 
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*a*3 redeem ut by his fufferings and righteoufnefs ; to 
givcput the promife or law of grace*; and rule and judge 
the world as their Redeemer, on terms of grace, and- to 
make interccffion for us, that the benefits of his death ' 
may be communicated, and to fend the Holy Ghoft* 
which the Father alfo docs by the Son. 

The works of the Holy. Ghoft, for us, are thefe : to " 
indite the holy fcriptures. by infpiring and guiding the •. 
prophets and apoftfes ; and fealing the word, by his mi- 
raculous gifts, and works : and the illuminating, and 
exciting the ordinary minillers of the gofpel ;'and fo 
Enabling them, and helping them to publifh that word -i - 
and by the fame word, illuminating and converting the 
fouls of men. So that as you could riot have been rt&- 
fonahk creat res, if the Father had not created you p nor .^ 
have had any accefi to God, if the Son had not redeemed .• 
yen: fo neither can you be faired, except the. Holy 
Ghoft do fancldfy you. 

So you may fee the fcveral caufes of this work. The 
Father. ferids the Son : the Son redeems us, and makes " 
the promife of grace : the Holy Ghoft indites, and feab h 
this gofpel : the apoftles are the Secretaries of the Spirit 
to write it : the Preachers of the gofpel proclaim it, and 
perfttade men to embrace it*; and the Holy Ghoft 
makes their preaching effectual, by opening the hearts, 
of men to entertain it. And all this to repair the image 
of God upon the foul ; and^to fet the heart. upon God 
again and take it off the creature to whjch it is revolted ;' 
and fo to turn the current of the life into a heavenly, 
courfe, which before was earthly ; and all this by the 
entertainment of Chrift, by faith, who is the phyfician 
of the foul. 

«By this you may -fee what it w to be wicked, and what 
it-is to be converted. Which 1 think will be yet plainer* 
if -I deferibe them as coofifting of their fcveral parts ; and 
for the fir ft, a wicked man, nay be known by thefe three 
things. 

. Firft, He is one who. places his chief content on earth* 
and loves the creature more than God J and his fiefhly 
profperity above Ac heavenly felicity : he favours the 
linings of the fleffy but neither decerns, nor favours the 
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things of the Spirit : though he will fay* that hew hi 
better than earth, yet docs he not really fo efteem it. 
If he might be fure of earth, he would let go heaven { 
ivnd. had rather ftay here, than be removed thither. A ^ 
life of perfect holinefs, in the fight of God, and in his 
love, and praifes for ever in heaven, . do not find *fuch 
liking with hi* heart, as a life of health, and wealth, 
end honour upon earth. And though he falfely profefa ' 
that he lores God above aD, yet indeed he never felt 
the power of divine loVe, but his mind is more fet on the 
world, or fle/hly pleafures, than on God. In a word* 
'whoever loves earth above heaven, and fiefidy profperity 
more than God, is. a wicked unconverted man. 

On the ether fide, a converted man is enlightened to 
ilifcemthe lovelinefs' of God: and fo believes the glory* 
that is to be had with God* that his heart is fet more 
upon it, than on any thing in this world. He had rath* 
er fee the face of God, and live in his ercrlafting love, 
than have all the wealth or pleasure of the world. He 
fees that all things clfe are vanity ; and nothing but God 
.can fill the foul : and therefore, let the world go which 
way it will, he lays up his treafures and hopes in heaven; 
and for that he is refolved to let go all. As the fire 
mounts upward, and the needle that is touched with the 
load ftone turns to the North : fo the converted foub't 
inclined to God. Nothing elfe can fatisfy him : nor can 
lid. find any content and reft but in his love. In a word, 
all that are converted, efteem and love God better than ■ 
all the world ; and the heavenly felicity is dearer to them 
than their Deftly profperity* 

Secondly, A wehtdman is one that makes it the prin- 
cipal bvfinefs nfhu fife to proffer 4* the world, and attain , 
hit^ficfhly ends. And though he, may .read, and hear, - 
and. do much in the outward duties of religion, and for* / 
bear difgraceful fins ; yet this if but by the by, and he 
never makes it the bufmefs of his life, to plcife God, ' 
and attain everkftiag glory. He puts off God with the 
leavings of the world, and gives him no. more fervice, 
than the flefh can fpara 

On the contrary, a converted man is one that makes 
it the principal Utfiuft of kit life, tppleafe God, and to be 
aved ; and takes all the blcffings of this' life*- but as ac* 
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eommodations in his journey towards another life, and 
ttfes the creature in fubordination to God % he loves a ho- 
ly life, and longs to be more holy f he has no motions of 
fin, hut what he hates, and longs, and prays, and ftrives 
to he rid of. The hent of his life is for God : therefore 
he dare not wilfully live in any known fin. There is no- 
thing in this world fo dear unto him, hut he can give it 
up to" God, and forfake it for the hopes of glory. 

Thirdly, the foul of the <vhked man did never truly 
difcern, and relifh the myftery of redemption, nor thank- 
fully entertain an offered -Saviour, nor is he taken up with 
the love of-the Redeemer, nor willing to be ruled by 
fcirn, that he may be faved from the guilt and power pf 
hi* fins, and recovered 'unto God ; but his heart is in- 
fenfible of this unfpeakablc benefit, and is quite ag^init 
the healing means, by which he fliould be recovered.-r- 

* He never refigns up his foul to Chrift, ajid to the motiop? 
and conduct of his word and Spirit. 0« the contrary, 
the converted fov\ having felt himfelf Undone by fit) ; and 
perceiving that He has Toil his peace with God, and tbe 
hopes of heaven, and is in danger of everlafting mifery* 
does thankfully entertain tbe tidings of redemption ; and 
believing in the Lord Jefus as his only Saviour, refigns 
up himfelf to him for Wifdom, RighteoufWfs, Sanguifi- 
cation, and Redemption. He takes Chrift as the life of 
his foul, and lives by hint and ufea him as a falvc fpr 
every fore, admiring the wifdom and love of God, in this 
wonderful work of man's redemption. In a word, Chriit . 
does even dwell in his heart by faith, and the life which 
he now lives. Is by Faith of the Son of God, who bar 
loved him, and given himfelf for. him. Yea, it is not fo 
nuch he that live?, as Chrift in him. 

You fee now, who are the wicked, a#4 who are, the 
converted. Ignorant people think,, that if a man mmo 

. fwearer, or curfcr, or raifer, or drunkard, or fornicator, 
or extortioner, nor wrong any body in his dealings, and 

. if he go to church, and fay his prayers, he cannot be a 
wicked man. Or if a man who hat been guilty of drun- 
kennefs, fwearing, or the like rices, do but forbear them, 
they think that this is a converted man. Others think, 
if a man who has been an enemy and fcorncr of religion, 
io but approve it, and join himfelf with good men, and 
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x be hated for it- by the wicked, this muft needs be a con- 
verted man. And fome are fo foolifh as to . think tbey- 

'are converted, by taking up fome new opinion : or by 
faBing into fome party, as A nabaptifts, Quakers, Papifts, 
or fuch like. And fome think if they have but bech 

• 'affrighted by the fears ofhell, and thereupon have pur- 
pofed, and promifed amendment, and taken up a life of 
civil behaviour, and outward religion, this muft needs be 

' true converfion. And thefe are the poor deluded fouls 

• that are like to lofc the benefit of all our perfualQons : and 
' when they hear that the wicked muft turn of die, they 

think that this is not fpoken to them ; for they are n^t 
-untied, hut are turned already. And therefore it is fhit- 
Chrift t6ld fome Qf the Rulers of the Jews, 'who were 
: snore moral and civil than the common people, that/t^-. 
Hearts and harlots go Into the kingdom of God before tbem % 

• Matt. xxi. 31. . Not that a harlot or grbfs finner can be 
faved without converfion ; but becauffe it was eafier to 
make thefe grofs' firmer 6 perceive their fin and the* nccek 

: fity oFa change. ' , 

O Sirs, converfion is another kind of work, than moftV 

' are aware of : it is not a fmall matter to mew man the. 

•* amiable excellencies of Goo\ till he be taken J up wioh. 

f«ch love to him as cannot eafily be quenched : to break 

' the heart for fin, and make him fly for refuge to Chrift, 

• and thankfully embrace him as the life of his foul ; to 
■ have the very bent of the heart and life changed ; fo that 

he renounces that which he took for his felicity, and 
> places his felicity where he sever did before ; and lives 

• not to the same end, and drives not on the fame defiga 
« in the world as formerly he did. "He that is in Chrift, 

is a new creature : old things . are £ajl away / behold,. ajh~ 
'flings are become new, i Cor. v. 17Y He has a new un- 
' ciefftanding, a new will and refoliitionj newfofrows, and 
. defires, and love, and delight^ new thoughts, new fpeech- 
>a, new company (if pbffible,) and a nev? converfeuioo. 
.Sin which before was a jelling matter with him*, is now 
•fo odious, that he flies from* iti as' from' death. The 

world which was fo lovely jn his eyes, does not appear 

but as vanity and vexation ; God who was before Jieg- 
. lec\ed, it now the only happinefs of his foul ; before, he 

was forgotten, : but nowhe is fet nexj the heart, and ail 
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things muft give place to him : and the heart is taken up 
in the attendance* and observance of him : and is grieved 
when he hides his face, and never thinks itfelf well with- 
out him. Chrift himfclf who was wont to be (lightly 
thought of, is now his only hope and refuge, and hie 
lives upon him, as on his daily bread; he cannot pray 
without him, nor rejoice without him, nor think, nor 
fj)eak, nor live without him. ' Heaven itfelf which per 
tore was looked upon but as a tolerable referve, which 
he hoped might ferve better than hell when he could not 
flay any Ionjgcr in the world, is now taken for his home, 
the place of his only hope and reft, where be mall fee, 
and love, and praife that God who has his heart already* 
The Bible which was Before to him but as a common 
book, is now fas the law of God, as a letter written to 

• him from heaven, and fubferibed with the name of the 
Eternal Majefiy ; it is the rule of his thoughts, and 
words and deeds ; the commands are binding, and the 
promifes of it fpeak life to his foul. In (hort, he has a 
new end in his thoughts, and a. new way in his endeav- 
ours, and therefore lus heart and. life are new. So that 
tlvia is not a change in one or two, or twenty points ; 
hut in the whole foul and conversation. 

Do you believe this, Sirs* or do you not \ Surely you 
dare not fay, you da not. Thefe are not controverfie** 
where one pious man is of one mind, and another of an- 
other ; all ChriftiaHs are agreed in this, and if you will 
not believe the God pf truth, and that in a cafe where 
every left and party believe him, you are utterly ine*» 

'cufable. 

But if you do believe this, how comes it to pafs that 
you live fo quietly in an unconverted ftate ? Do you* 
know that you are converted ? Can you find this wonder- 
ful change upon your fouls ? Have you been thus bornr 
again, and made anew I If you cannot tell the day or 
week of your change, do you find that the work is done? 
And that you'have fuch hearts as are before defcribed ? 
Alas> the mod follow their worldly bufinefs, and little 
trouble their mind with fuch thoughts. And if they he 
hut retrained from fcandalous fins, and can fay, lam ni 
vbonmonftr, or thief. J or c*rfer f orjk^ear^ §r riffller,*? 
* lit 
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V«/0r/#iw»r ; I g*fo church* and/ay toy prayer^ tfyey thinfc . 
this i* true converfion, and tbey (hall be faved as well as 
*any. Alas, this is foolifh cheating of yourfclves This 
Is too grofs a negk& of your immortal foubr -Can you 
make to light of heaven anil hell ? Your corpfes mult 
'fhortly He in the duft, and angels or devils will prefently 
'fetkeopon your fouls, and every man and woman of yon 
all will fhortly be among other company, and in another 
cafe than now you arc ; you will dwell in thofe homes 
but a little' lodger ; you 'will work in your (hops and 
fields but a little louger ; you will* fit in thefe feats, and ' 
<iwell on this earth but a Httle longer J you will fee with- 
thefe eyes, and hear with thofe ears, and fpeak with* 
thofe tongues but a little longer ; and can you forget * 
this ? O what a place will you be fhortly in of joy or 
torment I O what a fight will you fhortly fee in heaven . 
or hell ! O what thoughts will ihortly fill your' hearts 
with utifpeakable delight or horror !* What work wili> 
you be employed in ! ; To praife the Lord with faints 
and angels, or to cry out in fire unquenchable with de- 
vils ! And mould all this be forgotten? And all this 
•will beendlefs,and fealed up~by an unchangeable decree. 
Eternity, eternity will be the meafure of' your joys or 
borrows, and can this be forgotten ? And all this it true, 
moft certainly true : when you have gone up and down au. 
lit tic longer, and flept aad' awaked a few times more,, 
you will be dead and gone, and find all true which now 
I tell you ; and can you now forget it ? You mall then 
remember that you read this fermbn, and that tin this dpys 
mnd in this place you were remembered of thefe things * 
and yet, (half they be now fo much forgotten ? 
< Beloved, if the Lord had not awakened me to believe 
and lay to heart thefe things myfelf, I fliould have per- 
iled forever: but if he has made me fenfible of tbem, it 
'will conftrsin fine to companionate you. If your eyes 
were fo far opened as to fee hell, and yon faw your neigh- 
bours, that were unconverted, dragged thither with hkL- 
eovs cries, tho 9 they werefuch aa you accounted hoaeft 
people on clirth ; fuch a fight would make you warn all 
about you, left they mould go to that place of torment. 
'Why, faith is a kind of fight ; it is the eye of the foul, 
tJ*c?idc.ace of things not fcen j if I fcelicvc God, it i«. 
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next to feeing': and therefore I befejech you excufe met 
iflbe;a»ear5cft with you«boiit th*fe matters, as if i 
had fen thefa; ) If I Were to die to- morrow, and it were 
in my' power to cdtne again ffora-anc ther world, and tett 
you* what I had fcefr: would y©u*no|t fee -willing -tor heat* 
me ? And would you not believe,! and* regard what I 
mould tell you I If I might preach! one fcnnon to * you 
after I am dead, and have feen what is done in the 
world to come, would you> not have m<f plainly fpeak the 
truth, and would you not crowd to hear" me ? And 
would ycu not lay it to heart ? But this muft not he j 
God has his appointed way of teaching you ; and he wiH 
not hdmour uubelievcrs-fo far as to fend men from the 
dead to them, and to alter his eftablifhed way ; if any man 
•quarrel with the ftfn, God will not humour him. fo far 
as to fet him up a clearer light. Friends* 1 befeech'ycu 
regard me now, as you would do if I mould cdtne from 
the dead to you ; for I can. give as full aifurance of the 
truth of what I fay to you, as if I had been there, and* , 
feen it with .my eyes ;. for it is pofliblc for one from the 
dead to deceive you. Believe this, or believe nothing. 
Believe, and obey this,, or you are undone : now, as ever 
.you believe the word of God, and as eyer you care for 
.the falvation of your fouls, let me beg of you this rea* 
.fonable requeft' j that you would without any* more de- 
Jay, remember what you heard, and enter into an earned 
fearch of your hearts, and fay unto yourfclves — " Is it 
fo indeed ? Muft It urn or die EMujl I, be converted 
or condemned ? It. is time for me then .to look about me* .• 
.before it be too late. O. why did I pot look after this 
till now ? Why did I venturoufljr put off fo great a bufi- > 
•jiefs? Was I awake? Oblefled God ^ what a mercy is 
it that thou didft not cut off ray life .all this while? We% 
■ God forbid that I mould negled this work any longer* 
-What ftate is my foul in ? Am I converted, or ami 
-rtft ? Was ever fuch a work done upon myxoid ? Have f> J 
been illuminated by the word and Spirit. of t.he Lord, tm 
•fte the odioufaefs of fin t the need of a Saviour, the love 
,of{Chri# f . and the excellencies of God and Glory? If 
ray heartbroken, or humbled within me, for my former 
•life I Have I thankfully entertained my Saviour and: 
JL»rd,.whopffe.re4 tfmfclfwith pardon. and.. life to /cf 
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foul f Do I bate m£ former finful life, and the .remnant 
of every fin that is in"} me ? Do I fly from them as' my; 
deadly enemies? Doj I give up myfelf to a life of holi- 
nefs ? Do I love it, jknd delight in it ? Can I truly fay 
that I am dead to thje world ; and that I live for God, 
and the glory which he has promifed ? Has heaven more 
of my eftimation than earth f And is God the dearcft 
and higheft in my foul ? Once/ I am fure, I lived prin- 
cipally to (he world and flefti, and God had nothing but 
fomc heartlefs fervices, which the world eouJA (pare* 
and which were the leavings of the ffefti. is my heart 
now turned another way ? Have I a new defign, and a 
new end, and a new train of holy affections? Havel 
fet my hopes, and heart on heaven ? And is it the defiga 
of roy heart an 3 life, to get well to heaven, and fee the 
glorious face of God, and live in his* everlaftirfg love and 
praife ? Do I conquer all grofe fins, and am I weary> 
and willing to- be rid of mine infirmities? This is the 
Hate of a converted fouL And thus muft it be with me r 
or I muft perifh. Is it thus with me indeed, oris it not ^ 
It is time to get this doubt refolved before the dreadful 
Judge rcfolve it. I am not fuch a ftranger to my owit 
heart and life, but I may perceive whether I am thus- 
converted, or not : if 1 be not, it will do me no good 
to flatter my foul with filfe hopes. I am refolved no 
more to deceive myfelf. but endeavour to know truly*, 
whether I am converted ; that if 1 be, I ma/ rejoice- 
in 4t, and glorify my gracious Lord, and comfortably 
go on till I reach the crown : but if I be not, I may beg. 
and feck after the grace that will convert me, and turn 
without any more delay : for if I find in time that 1 am 
out of the way, by the help of Chrift I may tun and be 
recovered : but if I ftay till either my heart be forfakca 
of God in- blindnefs and hardnejs, or till I be caught a- 
way by death - : it is then too late. There is no place for : 
repentance and converfios then y Tknaw it muft be nvr 
©merer." 

Sirs, thia is my reqoeft to you, that yon will but take 
your hearts to tajik* and thus examine them tiH you fee y 
if it may be, whether you are converted or not. It un- 
does many thousands that they think they are » the 
*ay to (klvatiQa^whea they are no^i »ad that ^J «* 
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•onvm^d VheV it is no fuch thing. And then, when 

• we call to them daily totem, they think this concerns 
sot them; for they are turned already/ and hope they 
mall do well enough in the way that they are in ; when, 
alas, all this while they live to the world and flcfti, and 
are Grangers to God and eternal life* And aU this, be- 
caofe we cannot perfuade them to fpend a few hours, in 
the examining of their ftate*. Are there not many felf- 
deceiving wretches that hear me this day, who never be* 
flowed one hour in. all tbejr lives, to. examine tHeir fouls,, 
and try whether they ever were truly converted or not?* 
merciful * God, who wiH care for fuch wretches that 
care no more for themfelves ? If all that are in a ftate of 
damnation, did but know it, they dor ft not continue in it. 
^he greateft hope that the $eii\ has of bringing you to 
damnation without a refcue, is by keepin^you blindfold* 
and making you believe - that- you may do well enough 
in the way that you are in. . If you knew that you were 
loft forever, if you mould die as you are; durft you fleep, 

. another night in the ftate you. are in? E}urft you livean- 
' other day in it ? Could you laugh, or be merry in fuch a. 

• ftate ? WhaJ ! And not know but yau. may be fnatch«d* 
away to hell in an kourf Sure it would conftram you to 
forfake your fprmer cotnpanjrand courfes ; and to betake 

: yburfelves to the waysofhoKnefe.. Sure it would drive 
you to cry to God for a new heart*, and to feck help of 

- thofe who are fit to counfel you„ There, is none of you, 

- ffcre, .{hajt cares not for being damned* Well, then .• I 
befc^ch you, prcfently make inquiry into your heart", 
and give them no , refti till you find out your, condition ; 

' that, if. it, be good, ypu may rejoice iu it, and go on;. 

• and if it te bad, you may pfefently look alaout you for 
recovery, as mejnl who believe they mud turn, or d*. 
What lay you,} JJTill you refolve, and promife to be at 
fo much labour for your own fouls ? Will you fall upon, 
this felf-examinaUon-? Isifiy rcqueitunreafonable? Your 

• c^nfcicnccs know it is not ; refoijre. on it, then, before you 
*• ftrr; knowing how much it concerns your fouls* I be- 

fejech youfqr,,tjhtJGsuVe of that God who doe* command 
you, at whpfc Ear. you will (hortly all appear, that you, 
vfiji not deny roe. this, reafo cable, reque ft. For the fake 
% of \\xojk fouls ibat,jnult turn or. Ju, I hefeech youi deny. 
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me not $ make it your bufincft Id. underftand your am* 
conditions, and build upon 'fort ground, and know for 
a certainty, 'whether you are concerted- or *oj and ven- 
ture not yduf own foul* on negligent fecurity. . 

But perhaps you will fay, What if we fhoufd find our- 
felves yet unconverted, what /hall we do then? This 
qucltion leads me to my fecond do&rine* 



DOCTRINE II. 

// is thfromife of God, that the wicked flail live, if thtj 
will turn to bm. 

THE Lord here profeffes that this is what he takes 
pleafiire in, that the wicked turn and live. Turn and 
li*t 9 is as certain a truth, us turn or die* Sinners* there 
are none of you (hall have caufe to go home, and fay I 
f preach defpair to you. Are we uled to fhut up the 
door of mercy againft you i O that you would not fiuit 
it up agaihtt yourfclves ! Are we ufed to tell you that 
God will have no mercy on you, though you turn? 
When did yon hear a preacher fey fuch a word I You 
that hark at the preachers of the gofpel for defiling to 
keep you out of hell, and fay, that they preach -defpajF f 
tell me, when did you ever hear any fpher man fay, that 
there k no hope for you, though you repent and be con- 
verted ? No, it is quite the contrary which wtf daily pro- 
claim from the Lord ; that whoever i« born again, fi>all 
be faved : fo far are we from perfuadmg you to defpair 
of this, that we perfuade you not to make any doubt of 
it. It is life, and not death, which is the firfj part of our 
meflage to you; our commnlion is to offer falvation, a 
fpeedy, glorious, everlafting falvatioa to every one of 
you j to the pooreft beggar, as well as the greatcft lord ;. 
to the worft of you, even to drunkards, fwearers, thieve*, 
yea, to the defpifers and reproachere of the holy way of 
falvatfon; we are commanded by the Lord our Mafter 
to offer you a pardon lor all that is paft, if you will now 
. at laft return and five; we are commanded to befeech 
and intreat you to accept the offer, and to tell you wh*t 
preparation is made by Chrift 1 what mercy ftays for £o»* 
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vrfcat patience waiteth on yo» j what thoughts of kind- 
»efs God hat toward* you; and how happy* hpw cer- 
tainly and unfpcakably happy you may be if you wilt 
We have indeed alfo a- menage of wrath and death: yea, 
of a two- fold wrath and death : but neither of them is 
our principal meflage : we nut ft tell you of the wrath 
that is on you already, and the death that you are born 
under: but this is only to (hew you the need of mercy* 
For who will feek out for phyfic, that knows not he is 
lick ? Our telling you of your mifery, is not that which 
makes you miferable, but that which drives you to feek 
for mercy. It is you. that have brought this dvteh up* 
*m yourfelves. We tell you alfo of another death, and 
irfuch greater torment, which will fall on thofe who will 
not be conVerted. 

But as this is true; fo it is but the laft, and faddeft 
part of our meflage, - We are firft to offer you mercy, if 
you will turn; and it is only thofe that will not turn, nor 
hear the voice of mercy, to whom we muft foretell dam- 
nation* If you will caft away your tranfgreffions, and 
cone at the call of Chrift, and be. converted, we have 
opt a word of damning wrath* or death to fpeak agaiaft 
you. I do herein the name of the Lord of life proclaim 
to you all, to the worft of you, to the greateft, to the old- 
eft finner, that you may have mercy and fajvation, if yem 
will but turn. There is mercy in God, there is fufficien- 
cyift the fatiftfa&ioh o/ Chrift, the promife is free, and 
full, aaduniveHal; you may have life, if you will but 
turn. But then, as you love your fouls, remember what 
t urning it .is which the fcrjpture, (peaka of. It is not to 
mend the old houfe, but to pull down all, and build anew, . 
oa Chrift the Rock and. fure foundation. . 

. Yourfelves are wknefiea now, that it is falvation, and 
aot damnation* which is the great dQ&tioe I . preach to . 
you ; and the- ftrft part of my meflage to . y ou. Accept 
of 'this,* and we */haU.go; no farther; .for we would not 
ti^uble you with thename of damnation, without necef- 
fiiy. • 

But ifyot*: will. not be faved, there's jio remedy, but 
damnation nuftft take,, place. For there is no middle 
place between the two.: you muft hate either life or , 
4«tk« •-.-.,..' 
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And we_are not only to offer you life? but to ftfcwf 
yba the grounds on which we do it, and call you to \)$ z 
Jbeve that God docs mean, indeed, as he fpcaks: that »t^Jt 
ptomife is true, and extends conditionally to you*% we}l 
as others* . 

If you afk, jphereisoar commiifion for this offer-— ; 
4femx>ng an hundred texts of fcripture, I will fhew it to 
you in thefe few. _ " 

Firft, you fee it here in my text, and the following, 
verfes, and in the xviiith of Ezekiel, as plain as can be 
fpoken. And in 2 Cor. v. 17, i8> 19, 20, 21. you 
hate the very fum of our commiflion : If any man be in 
tibrffii he is a new creature -'? old things are f aft away ; 
behold^ all things are become new. And all things are of 
Gpd, who both reoonciled us to himfelf by Jefus ChrUt, 
end hath given us the miniftry of reconciliation; .to wit f that 
God was in Chrift reconciling .the world unto himfelf ; not 
imputing their trefpajfes to them; and hath committed unto 
its the word of reconciliation : now then we are ambajjk- 
dors for Chr'tft ', as though God did bejeech you by u+> we 
fray you in ChrifPs Jlead, be ye reconciled unto God: for he 
hath made him to be Jin for Us , who knew nojin^ihatwe 
ntight be made the righteoufnefi t>f God in him. 

* You fee that we are commanded to offer life to you all* 
and to tell you from God, that if you will tur» 9 you may 
/far. • 

Here you may fafely truft your fouls ; for the lore of 
God is the fountain of this offer, John iii. 16. and the 
blood of the Son of God has purchafed jt<: the faith* 
fiflnefs and truth of God are engaged to make the pro- 
mife good : miracles have fealed the truth of it : preach* 
ers are feat through the world to proclaim it : the facra* 
merits are inftituted for the folema delivery of the mercy 
offered, to them that will accept it : and the Spirit opens 
the heart to entertain it, and is ft f elf the earned of the 
full pofleffion. So that the truth of iHi pail controver- 
fy, that the worft of you all, and every one, of you, if 
you will but>be converted, may befaved^ 

Indeed, if you believe that you (hall be firved without 

" ccrnrerfion, then you believe a falfehood % and- if I mould 

preach that to you,, I Jhould preach a lie * this were not 

*o believe" God, but the devil and your own deceitful 
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Itearts. God has his promifc of life, and the devil hat 
llis promife of life. God's promife is, return 'and live ; 
the devil's promife is, you Jhall- live whether you turn or 
tot. The words of God are as Ihavefhewed y*u, except 
ye be converted and become at little children* ye k cdnnot enter 
into She iingdom of heaven, Matt, xviii. 3. Exceptant** 
be born again, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God, John " 
fri.j, 5. Without holinefs none Jhall fee God, fiebi *». 14.^ 
The devil's word is you may be faved without being bom 
again, or converted ; you may do tt>ell enough without bung 
holy ; God doe* but' frighten you, he is more merciful than 
to do as he fays, he will be better to you than his word, 
. And alas* the greateft part of the world belie?* this word 
of the devil, before the word of God ; -juuY as our firft 
fin and mifery came into the world, God* faid to out 
firft parents. If ye eat, ye Jhall die. And the devil con- 
tradicts him, and fays, Te Jhall not dh : and the woman 
.believed the devil before God. So now the 'Lord fakh, 
turn of die : and the devil fays, you Jhall not dit, if you 
do but cry to God for mercy at loft' And this is the wori 
which the world believes. O heinous wickednefs, to be- 
lieve the devil before God ! 

And yet, that is not the worft : hut blafphemoufly 
they call this a beUeving andtrujling God, when they put 
him in the (hape of Satan, who was a liar from the be- 
ginning ^ and when they believe that the word of God 
is a lie, they call this a trufiing God, and fay they .believe 
in him, and truft on him for falvation. Where did ever 
God fay, that the unconverted {hall be faved ? Shew 
fuch a word in .fqripture. I challenge you. if you can. 
Why this is t\ic devil's word, and to believe it, is to be- 
lieve the devil. And do you call this believing, andtrjtfi* • 
ing God ? There is enough in the word of God to com- 
fort and ftrengthen the hearts of the fan&ified : but not . 
a word to ftrengthen the hands of wickednefs, or to give 
men the lean: hope of being faved, though they be never 
fancYified. . 

But if you will turn, and come in the way of mercy, 
the mercy of the Lord is ready to entertain you. Then 
truft God for falvation, boldly, and confidentlv ; for he 
h engaged by his word to fave you. He will be a fa- 
il 
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ther to none but his children, and he will fare none' hut 
thofe that forfake the world, the devil, and the flelh, 
and come into hit family to be members of his Son, and 
hare communion with his faints. But if they will not 
come in, it is their own fault ] his doors are open. He 
keeps none back : he is ftill ready to receive you, if you 
were but ready unfcignedly, and with all your hearts to 
,turn. And the fullnefs of this truth will yet more appear 
in the two following doctrines. 

DOCTRINE III. 

Cod tales pleafure in men's eonmerfidn, and falvation ; but 
not in their death or damnation : he had rather they would 
return and live, than go on and die* 

FOR the proof of this point, Ilhall be very brief, 
becaufe I fuppofe you believe it already. 

i. The gracious nature of Ood has proclaimed, and 
frequently affured you of this ; that he has no pleafure 
m in your death. 

2. If God had more pleafure in thy death, than in thy 
converfion and life, he would not have' fo frequently 
commanded thee in his word, to turn ; he would not 
have made thee fuchpromifes of life, if thou wilt turn : 
he would not have perfuaded thee to it by f© many *ca- 
fons. The tenor of his go/pel proves the point. 

3. And his comraiffion which he has given to" the 
ssrinifters of the gofpel, does fully prove it. Jf'tJod 
had taken more, pleafure in thy damnation* than in thy 
converfiou and falvation, he would never have charged 
us to offer you mercy, and to teach you the way of fife, 
both publicly and privately ; and to in treat, and befeech 
you to turn and live ; to acquaint you with your fins, 
and tell you of your danger 5 and to do all that poffibly 
we can for your converfion, and to continue patiently fo 
doing, though ypu (hall, hate or abufe us for our pains. 
Would God have done this, if he had taken pleafure in 

f *your death ? 

4. It is proved alfo'by the courfe of his providence. 
If God had rather you were damned, -than faved, he 
would not fecond his word with his works, and entice 
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you by; hi* daily- kindncfs, and give you all the mercies 
of this life, which are mcang to lead you to repentance, 
Rjonu ii. 4. and bring you fo often under his rod, to 
force you into your wits : he would not fct fo many ex- 
amples before your eyes, rio, nor wait on you fo patient- 
ly* as he docs from day to day, and year to year. Thefe 
are not figns of one that takes pleafure in your death.- 
If. tits had been his delight, how eafily could he have had 
thee long ago in hell ? How oft before this, could he - 
have fnatched thee away in the midft of thy fins with a 
curfe, or oath, or lie in thy mouth ? When thou waft 
laft in thy drunkennefs, or deriding the ways of God y • 
how eafily could he have ftopt thy breath, and made thee 
fober in another world ! Alas, how fmall a matter is it 
for the Almighty to rule the tongue of 'the profaineft 
rafter, and tie the hands of the moft malicious perfecutor,. 
or, calni the fury of the bittereft of his enemies, and make 
them know that ,they are but worms ? If he did but 
frown upon the?, thou wouldft drop into thy grave. If 
he gave commiffion to one of his angels to go and deftroy 
ten thoufand fin tiers, how quickly would it be done ! 
jfrfow eafily can he lay thee upon the bed of languishing, 
and make thee lie roaring there in pain, and eat the 
w,ords of reproach which thou haft fpoken againft his 
fcrvants. his word, hit worfhip, and his h«ly ways ? 
how eafily can he lay that flefh under groans, and make 
it more loathfome than the dung of the earth. ? That 
fiefh, which now muft have what it loves, and muft not 
be difpleafed, though God be difpleafed; and muft be 
humoured ip meat, and drink, and cloathes, whatever 
God fay to the contrary, how quickly would the frowa 
of God confume it ! When thou waft paffionately de- 
fending thy fin, and quarrelling with them that would 
have drawn thee from it, and pleading for the works of 
darknefs ; how eafily could God have fnatched thee a- 
t way in a moment, and fet thee before his dreadful Majef- 
ty, (.where thou fhouldft fee ten thoufand times ten thou- 
fand glorious angels waiting on his throne) and have aik- 
ed thee, What haft thou now to fay againft thy Creator, 
bjttruthj ihfervants, or his holy ways P Now plead thy ' 
caufc, and make tbv heft +fk thou canfi. Now, what canft* 
thou Jay in i excufe of thy fns t Now give an account of 



148 A Call to the Unconverted. 

thy time, and of all the mercies thou haft had. O how thy 
ftubborn heart would have melted, and thy countenance 
have been appalled, and thy ftofet words turned into 
fpeechlefs iilence, or dreadful cries ; if God had but fet 
thee thus at his bar, and pleaded his own caufe with thee! 
How eafily can he at any time fay to thy guilty foul r 
Come away, and live in thatjlejh no more, till the refurrec- 
tion. And it cannot refill* A word of his mouth would 
takeoff the poife of thy pre fen t life, and then all thy 
parts and powers would (land ftill And if he were to 
fay to thee, Live no longer > or live in hell ; thou couldfc 
not difobey. ' " 

But God has done none "of this ; but has patiently 
forborn thee, and mercifully upheld thee ; and given 
thee that breath which thou didfl breathe out againft 
him, and given ttee thofe mercies which thou didft fac- 
riBce to thy flefh, and afforded thee that provifion which 
thou fpenteft to fatisfy thy greedy appetite : he gave 
thee every minute of that time which thou didft wafte in 
idlenefs or drunken ncfi. And does not all this patience 
and mercy (hew that he defi res not thy damnation ? Can 
the candle burn without the oil ? Can your houfes (land 
without the earth to bear them ? as well as you can live 
an hour without the fupport of God*. And why did he 
fo long fupport thy life, but to fee when thou wouldft; 
bethiak thee of the folly of thy ways, and return and 
live i WiH any man purpofely put arms into his enemies* 
hands to refift him ? or hold a candle to a murderer who 
is killing his children ? Surely it is to fee whether thou 
wilt a,t Faft return and live, that God has fo long waited 
on thee. 

5. It is further proved by the fufferings of his Son, 
that God takes no pleafure in the death of the wicked r 
'would he have ranfomed them from death at fo dear a. 
rate ? Would he have aftonifhed angels and men by his 
condefcenfion ? Would God have dwelt in flefh, and have 
come in the form of a fervant, and have lived a Kfe of 
fuffering, and died a curfed death for finners, if he had 
taken pteaAnx in their death ? Suppofe you faw him. 
praying with the drops of blood trickling from. him. j*-. 
ftead of fweat, or fuffirring a curfed death upon thecrofs, 
and pouring out his foul a* a facrificc for our fina ; : would 
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ypu Wc thought the£e the iigns of one that delights in 
the death of the wicked ? If you had feen and heard him 
weeping and bemoaning the ftate of difobedience in im- 
penitent people^ or complaining of their ftubbornnefe, as 
Matt,xxiii. 37. Jerufalem 9 Jerufalem 9 how oft would 
I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gat hereto 
her chichens under her wings , and ye would not ? Or if 
you had feen, and heard him on the crofs, praying for 
hjs persecutors, Father, forgive them, for they know not 
' what they do ; would you have fufpe&ed that.he had de- 
lighted in the death of the wicked ; even of thofe that 
perifti by their wilful unbelief? When God hath fo loved, 
(not only loved, but fy loved) as to give his inly begotten. 
Soriy that whofotver helievetb in him, Jhould not peri/h 9 
6ut have tverlqfting life : he has proved againft the mal- 
ice of men and devils, that he takes no pleafure in the 
«kath of the wicked, but had rather that they would 
Turn and Live, 

. 6. JLiaflfty, If all this will not fatisfy you, take his own 
word, who l^nows beft his own mind, or at leafl believe 
His oath : but this leads me to the fourth Doctrine. 

; DOCTRINE IV. , 

The Lord hath confirmed to us by his oath, that he has n* 
pleafure in the death of the wicked, but had rather that 
bejfauld turn and live : that be may leave man no pretence 
to quejt ion the truth of it. ... 

IF you .dare queftion his word, I hope you dare not 
qiieft.ion his oath. As Chrift has folemhly protefted that 
the unconverted cannot enter into the kingdom* of heav- 
en": fo God lias fworn that his pleafure is not in their 
ieath, but in their cqnverfion and life. And as the A- 
poftle fays, Heb. yi. ifr 16, 17, 18, 19. Becaufe ht 
could f ware by no greater, he f ware by himfelf For men 
verily f ware by the greater •, and an oath for confirmation is 
tothen\ anendofalfflrife. , Wherein God willing more ar 
lundanily to /hew unto the heirs of Jromife the immutability 
of his counfel, confirmed it by an oath / that by two immu- 
' table, things in which it was imp^jphle for God t$ lie, we 
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might have ajlrong confolation, +thd have jlcd for refuge fir- 
lay hold on the hope ftt Before us; which hope we have at *# 
anchor of the foul both Jure arid Jedfafl. If there be any 
•man who cannot reconcile this truth with the damnation' 
of the wicked, that is owing to his own ignorance ; he 
*has no pretence* left to deny or queftion therefore the truth 
of (he point in hand : for this is confirmed by the oath 
of God, and therefore muft not be diftorted to reduce it . 
to other points ; but doubtful points muft rather be re- 
duced to it, arid certain truth* muft be beliaved to agree* 
with it, though our fhallow^braina hardly difeern the 
agreement. 

USE. 

I DO now intreat thee, if thou be an unconverted fi«* 
ner, who heareft thefe words, that thou wouWft be* 
think thyfelf awhile, who it is that takes pleafure in thy 
fin aod damnation ? Certainly it is. not God ; he has 
fworn for his. part, that he takes no pleafure in it. And 
I know it is not the pleafing of him that you intend in it. 
You dare not fay, that you drink and fwear, and neglect 
holy duties t and quench the motions of the Spirit to 
pleafe God. That were as if you fhouhf reproach the 
prince, and break his laws, and feek his death, and fay, 
You did all this to pleafe him. 

Who is it then that takes pleafure in your fin and 
death ? Not any that bear the image of God, for they 
muft be like minded to him. God knows, it is final! 
pleafure to your Teachers to fee you wilfully run into 
the flames of hell. Alas, to forefee your everlafting tor- 
ments, and know not how to prevent them, is* to fee how- 
near you are to hell, and we cannot make you believe ity 
and confide* it. To fee how eafily, hbw certainly your 
might efcape, if we knew but how' to make you willing!' 
flow fair you are for everlafting fal?atioft,it yod wo*ldr 
but turu and do your beft, and make it the care a»d ba- 
finefs of your lives ! but you will not do it £ Do yo* 
* think that this is a pleafanj thing to us! * '^ 

Again, It is none of your godly friends. Alas, it ig 
|hc grief of their fouls to fee your imfery* and they k- 

— t for you many a time when you give them* little 
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thanks for it, and when you have not hearts to lament 
for yourfelves. . 

; Who is it then that takes pleafure in your fin ? It i* 
none hut the three great enemies of. God, whom you re- 
. nounced in your baptifm. 

- u The devil takes pleafure in your, fin and death ; 
for this is the end of all his temptations. You cannot 
pleafe him better than to go on m, fin : how glad is he 
when he fees thee go to the ale-houfe, and when he hears 
thee curfe, pr fwear, or rail ? Thefe are his delight. 

- 2. The wicked are alfo delighted in it ; for it is a- 
greeable to their nature. 

3; But"! know, for all this, that it is not the pleating- 
of the devil* that you intend ; but it is your o<u>njle/h 9 
the greateft and moft dangerous enemy. It is the nefh 
that would be pleafed in meat, and drink, and cloathingv 
that would be pleafed in company and applaufe and 
credit with the world ; and this is the gulph that devour* 
all. This is the very god you ferve. For the fcripture 
fays of fuch, That tbnr lelly *r their god* Phil. iii. 19. 

But I befeech you nay a little, and confidcr the bufi- 
• nefs. 

Yo\trJIt/b is pleafed with your fin r but h your c$n~ 
Jkknce pleafed ! Does not it tell you fometimes that all 
is not well, and that your cafe is not fo fafeaa you make- 
it to be f And mould not your foul and conference be 
pleafed before that corrupt nefti I Again r Is not your 
JUJh preparing for its own difpltafurt awo \ It loves the 
bait ; but docs not love the hook \ It loves the ftroag 
drink and fweet morfels; it loves its eafe, and fports, 
and merriment ; it loves to be rich and well fpoken *f by 
men. and to be fomebody in the world : hut does it love 
the curfe of God ? Does it love to ftand trembling be- 
fore his bar, and to be judged to everlaffcing fire ? Does 
it lore to be . tormented with devils forever ? Take all 
together f for there is no feparating fin and hell ? If voir ' 
will keep one, you mult have the other. If death and hell 
fee pleafant to you, no wonder then if you go on in fini- 
hut if they be not, then what if fin were ever fo pleafant, 
is it worth the loft of life eternal? Is a little drink, or 
JBeat, or eafe J is the good word of finners, or the riches* 
jrfthiewQfid to be vajucd above the joys of heaven I Qst 
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are they wortli the fuflerings of eternal fire ? Thefe .quef* 
tioQg mould be canfidered before you go any further, by 
every man that hath reafon t^ confider, and believes he 
has a foul to, fave or lp(c* 

Well, the Lord here fvrears that he has no pleafure ia 
your death, but had rather that you would turn and live* 
If yet you will go on, and die rather than turn, remem- 
ber it was not to pleqfe Go/that you did it: it was to 
pleafe the world, and to pleafe yo.urfelves. And if men 
will da ma them/elves to pleafe themf elves % and run into end- 
lefs torvpents for delight ; what remedy but they muft take 
what, they get by it, and repent it in another manner**' 
when it is too late ! 



DOCTRINE V. 

SO jprtujl is God for the converfion offinntri* that he den* 
J>Us hi* commands and exhortations with vehemency : Turn** 
ye> Turn ye, why willye dkl 

Is there ever an unconverted finner that hears thefe ye~- 
h erne m words of God ? Is there ever a man or woman 
that is yet a ftrangerto the renewing, fan&ifying. work 
qf the fioly Ghoft ? Hearken then to the voice pf your 
Maker, and turn to him by.. Chrift without d£lay. 
Would you know the will of God ? Why this is his 
wjljj that you prefently turn. Shall the living God fend 
fo earned a meflage to his .creatures, and mould they not 
<)bey I Hearken then, all ye that live after the fleih, 
the .Lord that gave thee thy breath, has fent u meffage 
to, thee from heaven ; a^d this is his meHage, Turn ye f 
turn ye, why will ye die ? He that has ears to hear, let 
himbear. Shall the voice of the eternal Majefty be n«g* 
. lefted .Mf he do but terribly thunder, thou* art afraid. 
O but this- voice does more nearly concern thee. If h« 
did but tell thee, thou malt die to-morrow, thou wouidft 
not make ligfht of it. O but this. word concerns thy life f 
or death everlafting. It is both a command, and an ex* 
hortation. As if he had faid to thee. "I .charge- thee up* 
qu the allegiance .which thou oweft to me thy Creator an4 
^edeeiner* that thou renounce the ftefoi, t><5 .wl4i » n i 
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the devil, and turn to me, that thou mayeft live. I 
condefcendVto intreat thee, as thou either loveft or fear- 
-eft him that made thee : as thou loveft thine own life, e- 
ven thine evcrlafteng life, Turn and Live : as ever thou 
wouldft efcape eternal mifery, Turn, turn, for why wilt 
thou die V And is there a heart in man, in a reasona- 
ble creature, that can refufe fuch a meffage, fuch a com- 
mand, fuch an exhortation as this ? O what a thing then 
is the heart of man ! 

Hearken then, all that love yourfelves, and all that re- 
gard your own falvation ; here is the joyfuleft meffage 
that ever was Tent to the ears of man, Turn, ye, turn ye y 
why will ye die ? You are not yet fhut up under defpera-* 
tion. Here is mercy offered you : Tarn, and you mail 
. have it. With what joyful hearts *fhpuld you receive* 
thefe tidings ! I know this is not the firft time that you 
have heard them : but how have you regarded them, or 
how do you regard them now ? Hear, all you igno- 
rant, carelefs finners, * the word of the Lord ! Hear, all' 
ye glutton*, drunkards, whoremongers, and fwearers,. 
rallers, and backbiters, flanderers and liars : Turn ye, 
turn ye, why will ye die f 

Hear, ail ye cold, and out fide profeffors, all that are 
Grangers to the life of Chrifty and never knew the power 
of his refurre&ion, never felt your hearts warmed with 
his love : Turn ye, turn ye, why*will ye die ? 

Hear, all that arc void of God, whofe heat ts are not 
toward him, nor taken up with the hopes of glory, but 
fet more on earthly profperity and delights, than on 
the joys of heaven ? all you that are religious but by the 
by, and give God no more than your flefh can fpare \ 
that have not denied yourfelves, and forfaken . all that * 
"yt)U have for Chrift ? but have one thing in the world fo 
dear to you, that you cannot fpare it for him, but wilt 
rather venture on his difpleafure than forfake it, turn ye, 
turn ye % why will ye die ? 
J If you never heard, it, or obferved it before, Remem- 
ber that yod were told from the word of God, this day 
that if you will but tutti, you may live ; and if you wilt 
jfcot turn, you mall furciy (He. 

What now will you do ? What is your refolution ? 
"Will you turn, or will you. apt? Halt no longer bet weca 
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two opinions : if the Lord bt God, follow him : if /our 
flefh be God, then fcrvc it ftill. If heaven be better than 
earth, conic away and feeka better country, and lay up 
your treafure wbere ruft and moth* do not corrupt, or 
thieves break through and fteal ? and with all your 
might, feek the kingdom that cannot be moved : era- 
ploy your lives on a higher defign, and turn the ftream 
of your care and labour* another way than formerly you 
lave done. But if earth be better than heaven then 
keep it, and follow it dill. Are you refolved what to 
do ? If you be not, I will fet a few more co numerations 
before you. 

Confide r, firft, What preparations mercy has made, for 
yourfalvattan: and what pity it is that any man mould 
\k damned after all this. God has made to thee a free 
ad of oblivion, and a free deed of gift of Chrift and. life 
ai)d offers it to thee, and in treat 8 thee to accept it, and 
it may be thine if thou wilt. For, he was In ChrtR r*- 
conclUng the world* unto him/elf, and hath committed unto 
us the wordofruonctlation. Sinners, we arc command- 
ed to deliver this meffage to you all, as from the Lord, 
Come, for all things are now ready , Luke xiv. 17. Aj?e . 
all things ready, and are you unready t God is ready to 
pardon all that you have done againff him, if yon will 
but come- Atlong as you have finned, he is ready to 
caft all behind his back, If you will but come. Though 
you have been prodigafs and run away from God, and 
have ft aid fo long, he is ready to meet you, and em* 
brace you in hisarms, if you will but turn. Even the 
fwinifh drunkards may find God ready to bid them wel- 
come,' if they will but conic Does not this turn thy 
J»eart within thee ? O finner, if thou have, an heart of 
ilefh, and not of ftone, methinks this (hall melt it. 
Shall the dreadful infinite Majefty of heaven wait for thy 
returning, and be ready to receive thee, who haft abufed 
bim, and forgotten him fo long ? Shall he delight in thy 
converfion ; who might at any time glorify his juftice in 
thy damnation, and yet does it not melt thy heart within 
thee, and art Vhou not ready to come in? Haft thou not 
as much reafon to be ready to come, as God has to invite 
thee and bid thee welcome ? 

Cbrifi has done, his part on the Crofs, and made fuch, 



A Catltofbe'Uiieoit verted. 155 

•wa^ for |Kee to the Father, that on his account tHon 

mayeft be welcome, if thou wilt come. And yet art 

thou not ready ? 

A pardon is already exprefsly granted, and offered thee 

- in the gofpcl. And yet art thou not ready ? 

The Mtnijlers of the gofpel are ready to aflift thee, to 

' inftruct thee, and pronounce peace to thy foul ; they arc 
ready to pray for thee, and to fealthy pardon by the ad- 
mihiftration of the holy facrament, and yet art thou hot 
ready ? x 

Yea, Heaven itfelf* is ready: The Lord will receive 
thee in the glory of his faints, as vile a beaft as thou haft 

1>een, if thou will but be clean fed; thou may ft have a 
place before' his throne :~ his* angels will be ready to guard * 
thy foul to the place of Joy, if thou do but unfeignedly 
come in. 'And is God ready, thefacrifice bf Chrifi ready, 
and pardon ready ? Are mtniflers ready, and heaven iff elf 

t ready /and angels ready, and all thefe waiting for thy cdh- 
verfion ; and yet art thou not ready ? What, not ready to 
live, when thou haft been dead fo long ? Not ready _ to 
come to thy right undemanding, when thou haft been he- 

Jides thyfelffo long ? Art thou not ready to lay hold -en 
Chrifi, who would deliver thee, when thou art even ready 
to drown and Jink into damnation? Art thou not ready 
to be faved from hell, when thou art ready to be caft into 
it ? Alas, man ! doft thou know what thou doft ? If thou 
die unconverted, there is no doubt to be made of thy 
damnation : and thou art hoi fure to live an hour: and 
yet thou art not ready to" turn ,* and to come in ? O mife- 
rable wretch! haft thou not ferved the flefh and the de- 
vil long enough ? Haft thou not yet enough of iin ? Is it 
fo good to thee, or fo profitable foi thee? Doft thou 
know what it is, that thou would ft yet have more of it ? 
Haft thou had fo many calls, and fo many mercies, and fo 
many hlows, and fo many examples : haft thou feen fo 
many laid in the grave, and yet art thou not ready to let 
go thy fins, and come to Chrift? What* after lb many 
convictions, and gripes of cortfciencc, after fo many pur- 
poses; and promifes, art thou not yet ready to turn and 
live ? O that thy eyes, thylieart were epened to know 
how fair an offer Is how iaade to thee f and vlhat a joyfal 
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rnefiage it is that we arc fent on, to bid thee £ome] for all 
things are ready. 

2. Corifider alfo what calls thou haft to turn and ltve 9 
How many, how loud, how earnejl, how dreadful, and yet 
what cncouragingjoyful calls ! 

For the principal inviter, it is God himfelf. He 
that commands heaven and earth, commands thee to 
turn, and now without delay, to turn: he commands 
fbe fun to run its courfe, and to rife upon thee every 
morning ; and though it is fo glorious a creature, yet it 
obeys him, and fails not one minute of its appointed time* 
He commands all the planets, and all the orbs of heaven, 
and they obey ; he commands the fea to ebb and low, 
and the whole creation to keep its courfe, and all obey 
him: the angels of heaven obey his will, when he fends 
them to miuifter to fuch filly worms as we on earth. 
And yet if he commands but a (inner to turn, he will not 
obey him : he only thinks himfelf wifer than God, and 
be cavils and will not obey. 

If thou hadft any love in thee, thou wouldft know the 
voice, and fay. this is my Father 9 ! call! how can I 
Jtnd in my heart to difohey ? If thou hadft any fenfe in 
thee, at leaft thou wouldft fay, This call i$ the dreadful 
voice of God, and who dare dij obey t God is not a man 
that thou ftiouldft trifle and play with him : wilt thou 
yet go on, and defpife his word, and refift bis Spirit, 
and ftop thine ear againft his call ? Who is it that will 
have the worft of this ? Doft thou know whom thou dif- 
obeyeft, and contended with, and what thou art doing ? 
It were a far wifer and eafier taik for thee to contend 
with the thorns, and fpurn them with thy bare feet, and 
beat them with thy bare bands, or put thy head into the 
bunting fire. Be not deceived, God will not he mocked. 
Whoever elfe be mocked, God will not : you had bet- 
ter play with the fire in your thatch, than with the fire 
of his burning wrath. Fir our God is a confuming Jire, 
Heb. xii. 29. O how unmeet a match art thou for 
God ! It is a fearful thing to fall into his hands, Heb. x. 
31. And therefore it is a fearful thing to contend with 
him, or to refift him. As you love your own foul, take 
heed what you do. What will you fay, if he begin m 
wrath to plead with yon ! What 'will you do, if he take 
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"you once in>hand? Will you then drive againfthis judg- 
ment* as now yc do againft his grace 7 " Who woula 
,£etthe briars and thorns againlt me in battle? I would " 
go through them ; I would burn therit together. Or 
let him take hold of my (trength, that he> may make 
jxace with me, and he (hall make peace with me." It 
. is an unequal combat for the briars and ftubbleto make 
war with the fire* 
. : You fee, Who it Is that calls you. Confider alf©» by 
ctf Hat infiruments, and how often untthew eameflly he doit 
it. [ -' . | \ 

1. Every leaf of the ilefid Booh of God has as ft 
were a voice, and calls out, Turn and live ? turn or their* 
milt die. How.-canft thou open it, of read 'a leaf, or 
hear a chapter, and not perceive God -bids thee Turn ? 

2. The voice of many a motion of the Oj^W^fecretly 
urges thee to Turn. . 

I . The voice of Confciencc. Art thou not fometimes 
.Convinced that all is not wrll with ttfee? and docs not 
thy conscience tell thee that thou muft he a new man, 
, aud take a new courfe. 
. 4* v The .voice of all the works of God. For they 
alio are .God's books, that teach thee this leffon, by 
{hewing thee his great nefs, and wifdom, and goodnefs, 
and calling lh.ee to obfervethem, and admire the Creator., 
Pfal, xix. I. i. The heavens declare the glory of Vod, 
and the firmament Jheweth his handy *work % Day unto day 
uttereth fpeech* and night unto night fhenueth knowledge* 
Every .time the fuivrifes upon thee,nt calls thee to Turn, 
as if it (houjd fay, "What dq I travel and compafs the 
world for, but to declare to men" the glory .of their Ma- 
ker; and to light them to do his work ? and do I iiill 
find thee doing the work of fin, and fleeping out thy life 
m negligence I Awake thou that fleepefi, and arife from 
the dead, and Qhrift fhall give, thee light. " 

5, The voice, of *very, mercy thpU do ft poflefa. If 
thou could it hut bear and underftand them, they all cry 
unto thee Tigris.' ^Why does the earth bear thee, but to> 
feek and fprye the Lord ? Why does it afFord thee its 
. fruit, but to fcrve him? Why : do all the creatures ferve 
thee with their labours^ .and their livqsi bu| that thou 
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iarighteft ferve the Lord of them and theeT Why doe* 
he give thee time, health, and ftrength, but to ferve him ? 
Why haft thou meat and drink, and clothes', but for his. 
fervice? Haft thou any thing which thou haft not receive 
cd ? And if thou did receive- them, it is reafon thou 
{houldft bethink thee, from whom, and to what end, and 
ufe , thou didft receive them, t Did ft thou never cry to 
him for help in thy diftrefs ? And didft 'thou not then 
undcrftand that it was thy part to turn and ferve him, if 
Be would deliver thee ? He has done his part, and fpared 
thee yet longer, and trie A- thee ianother; and another year; 
and yet doft thou not turn ? How many years has God 
looked for the fruits of love and holinefrfrom thee, and 
has found" «one ? and yet he has fpared thee. How ma- 
ny a time by thy wilful ignorance, and careleffncfs. *nd 
difobedienee, haft thou protokexl juftice to fay", Cut' him 
do*vn % why cumbeveth he the ground? And yet mercy has . 
prevailed, and patience has forborn the killings damning 
blow, to this day. If thou hadft the uriderftanding of 
a man within thee, thou wouldft know that all this calls 
thee to Turn* 

6. Moreover, the voice of every ajfliftion calls thee to 
make hafle and Turn* Sickriefs and pain cry Turn : 
and poverty, and Jo'fs of friends, and every chaftening 
rod cry Tittn j and^/ wilt thou not hearken to the 
Call. ' , " *-' 

' 7. Yea, thine own engagements by promife to the Lord; 
call upon thee to turn and fervcrhim. Thou haft bound 
- thyfelf to him by a baptifmal covenant, and ' renounced 
the world, the flcuV and the devil: this- thou haft con- 
firmed by the profirffion of Chriftianity, and. renewed it 
at facraments, or in time of affii&ion ; and wilt thou 
promife and. vow, and never perform and turn to God ? 

Lay all thefie together now. The hbly firipture callg 
upon thee tc* Turn : the 'Spirit cries Turn :-thy con- 
' fcierue cries Turn : the whole world, and all the crea- 
tures therein, cry. Turn : the patient forbearance oft 
God cries Turn : all the mercies thou receiveft cry Turn : 
the rod of God's chaflifement cries Turn : and fo do all 
thypromifes to God; andyet art thou not refolved t» 
turn ? x - 

Moreover, poor hard-hearted* finnerl didft thou 
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ever coo fid er upon what terms thou Jlandejl all this <whik 
nvith him who. calls en thee to Turn .• thou art his own, 
and oyvft him thyfelf, and all thou hafl ; and may he' 
• not command his own ? Thou art his abfolute fervant, 
and fhouldft ferve no other matter. Thou ftandeft at 
his mercy % and thy life is in his hand : and he is refolved 
to fave thee upon no other terms i- thou haft many mali- 
cious, fpiritual enemies, who would b.e glad if God would 
hut forfake thee, and let them done with thee, and 
fcave thee, to their will ; how quickly would they deal 
vith thee fn another manner? And thou canft not be 
delivered from them, but .by turning unto God. Thoii- 
art fallen under his wrath by thy fin already : and thou 
knoweft not bow- long his patience will yet wait. Per- 
haps this re the laft year ; perhaps the_l.aft.day: his fword 
ip even at thy heart, while the word is in thine ear j and 
if thou turn, apt* thou art a dead man. Were thy eyes 
but open to fee where thou ftandeft, ev*a upon the brink, 
q£ hell, and to feehow many thoufands are there already,. 
thou woi$dft'fec that it is time to look about thee. 

O what, glad tidings would it be to thofe that are now 
inliell, if they had but fuch a meffage from God ! what 
a joyful word would it be to hear this, Turn and live: 
yea, what a welcome word would it be to thyfelf, if thou 
hadft felt that wrath' of God but ?a hour ! Or, if after 
a thoufand years torment, thou couldft but hear fuch a. 
.Vor4 from God (Tunn and I'rus.) And yet wilt tlvou 
now negled h* and fnffer u£ to return without our er- 
rand? 

Behold, fi3iW3, wcare fen* here as the meffengers of 
the Lord, to fet before you life and death: what fay 
you ? which of them wjll you choofe? Chrift <lands as it 
were by th^ce, with heaven in. one hand, and hell in the 
other, and offers thee thy choice.; which wilt thou 
choofe! The voice of the Lot d maleth the rocks to tremble. 
put it* is nothing to hear him threaten thee, if thou wflt> 
not turn, D oft thou not undevftand and feel this voice. 
Turn ye, turn ye, nufry will ye die ? Why, it is the: voice of 
Love* of infinite Love> of thy beft and kinde.ft friend ; and 
yet qanft thou negleft it? It is, the voice of pity and 
compaffion. The Lord fees whither thou art going, 
better than thdu doft, which makes" him call after thee. 
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Turn, turn:, he fees what wiir become of thee, if thott> 
turn not : he tbinkjs with himfelf/ " Ah,, this poor {in- 
ner wiU caft himfelf into enalefs torment* if' he do not 
turn: I mwft injufticedeal with him according to my 
righteous law;" and therefore he calls after thee, Turn*:' 
turn, O finner ! It you did but know the thoufandtH. 
part as well as God does, of the danger that is near you* 
and the mlfery you are running into, we ihould have po> 
more need to call aftei you to Turn. ^ 

Well, are yoa yet refolded; or arc you. not ? Do I 
need to, fay any more to you ? What will you dp? Will 
^»a turn or not ? Speak man in thy heart to N CJod :; 
fpeak, left he take thy filence for demafc Speak quickly 9 
left he never make thee the like offer more* Speak re~ 
/olvediy, and not waverwgly;. for be will have no indtf- 
fcrenti to be his followers Say in thy heart now with- 
out any more delay, even, before thou, ftir hence, # *By. 
the grace of Gbd I am refolvedprefently to*urn. And 
becaufel know mine own iufufficiency, I am refolved to 
wait on God for, his grace, and to follow him in his ways, 
and forfake my former companions, and give tip my (elf 
to tfa«e guidance of the iLoroV ' 



DOCTRINE VI. ' 

THE Lord condefcends to reafon the caff with unconverted 
; Jinnen, and to ajh them why they will die ? 

A fl range difputation it is, both as to the controverfy, 
and as to the difputants. 

i» The controverfy. or queftion propounded. Why. 
wished ntln will damn fhenrfelves? Or, Why they .will ra- 
ther die than turn? Whether they have any fufficient 
reafon for fo doing ? 

2. The difputants are £W and man :.' the moft holy. 
Cody and wished unconvenhdftnners. 

Is it not a ftiange thin£ that any man mould be wiU 
ling io d'u r and be damned ? Yea, that this mould be the 
tafe, of the great eft part oftjie world * But you wilt 
fay, This cannot be : for nature drjires the frefcrvotzM ofi 
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I anfvver, i. It is a. certain truth, that 'no man can 
-will any evil as. civil, but only sCs it has fame appearance 
^f good. Mifery, as fuch, is dcfired.by none. 2 /But 
yet, it is tnoft true that the caufe why the wicked dir 
and are damned , is becaufe they will die and be damned. 
And this is true in feveral refpe&s. 
. I* They will go .the way that leads to hell; though 
they are tol,d by God an 1 man, whither it leads; and 
though God has fo often profeffed ia his word, that if 
they hold on.iriihat way, they fhall be condemned ; and 
that .they mall not be faved,. unlcfs they turn* They 
have the word and the oath of the living God Tot ir, 
that if they will not turn, they {hall not enter into hi* 
reft. And yet wicked they are, and wicked* they will 
be, let God- and man fay what they will. So that con- 
fequeiitfaHy thefe men are willing to be doused, thoi)&?* 
not directly: they chtffe the way to hell, and fove the 
certain caufe of their torments: though they do not will 
hell itfelf, and do not loVe the pain which they inuft en- 
dure. s ' ( 

Is not- this the truth of your cafe? You would not 
burn in hell, but you will caft yourfelves into it. You 
would not. be tormented with deviU forever, but you will 
do that which will certainly procure it. It is as if you 

1 would fay, ** l^ will drink this ratlfcane; but I will not 
die. I-will caft rayfelf headlong from the top of a fleeple* 
but yet I will not kill myfelft I • will thrtfft this knife in- K 
to my hearty but I will not take away my life." Juffc 

, fo it is With wicked men ; they will be wicked, and yet 
they would not be damned. But do you not know that 
God has by his righteous law concluded that you muft 
*epent or perifh.? He that will take poifop, may as well 

/fay plainly, / wilLktH tnyfclf? for it will prove no better 
in the ti\d; though perhaps he loved it for the fvveetnef* 
of the fugar that was mixt with it and would not.be per- 
fuaded that it Was poifonj but it is not his conceit and 
confidence that will fa ve his life. So if you wiH be. 
drunkards, or fornicators, or worldlings, or live after the 
flefli, you may « well fay plainly, tve will be dam*t4 • 

. K for fo you (hall be, unlefsyou turn. Woujd you not re- 
buke the fully X>f a thief, or murderer that would fay> 
o a 
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I willjleal or kill, hut I will not he hanged, when lie knows 
that if he do the one, the judge will fee that the other 
be done ? If he -fay, " I will fteal and- murder," he may 
as well fay plainly, "I wiH be hanged;" and if yon will 
go on in a carnal life, you may as well plainly fay, "we 
will go to hell." 

2 . Moreo re r, The wicked will not vfi thofe means, with- 
out which there is no hope of iheirfalvation. He that will 
not cat, may ac well fay plainly he witt not live, unlcjs 
he can tell how to live without meat. He that will not 
go his journey, may* as well fay plainly he will not come 
to the end of it. He that falls into the water, and will 
not conicput, or fuffer another to help him out, may as 
well fay plainly, he will be drowned. So if you be un- 
godly, and wiH not be converted-, or ufe the meant by 
viiiich you mould be converted, you may as well fay 
plainly, you will be damned. For if you have found 
out a way to be faved without conversion, you have done 
that which was never done befi jre. 

So that you may fee on what ground it is that God 
fuppofes that the wicked will their own deftru&ion : 
they will not turn, though they rouft turn or die ; they 
will rather venture on certain mi-fery, than be convert- 
ed ; and then to quit thcmfclves in their fins, they make 
themfelves believe that they mail neverth clefs efcape. 

3. And as this conti overfy is matter of wonder, £o are 
the jdifpuiants too. That God fhould ftoop fo low, as 
thus to plead the cafe with man ; and that men fhould 

.befo ftnmgely blind, and^bftinate, as to need all this 
in fo plain a cafe, yea, and to refill all this, when their 
own falvation lies upon the iffue. 

No. wonder if they will not hear us 9 who are men, 
when they will not hear the Lord himfelf : as God fays, 
Eztk. Hi. 7. when he fent the prophet to the IfratU , 
itest The houfe of Ifrael will not hearken unto thee ; for 
they will not hear hen unto me ; for all the houfe of Ifrael 
are impudent 9 and hard-hearted. But Woe unto him (faith- 
the Lord) thatflriveth with his Maker t Let the pot* 
♦ sherd flrive with thepotfherds of the earth ; fhall the. clay 
fay to him thatfajbkneti it? What makeft thou? Ifa. xlv. £.. 
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17 S' E. 

WHAT fayeft thou, unconverted wretch ? Dareft 
thou venture upoa a difpute with God ! Art thou 
able to confute him ? Art thou ready to enter the lifts ? 
God afks thee, Why wilt thou die ? Art thou /urnifhed 
with a fufficient anfwer ? Wilt thou undertake to prove 
that God is midak.cn ? Q what an undertaking h that ? 
"• . Why, either be or you is miftaken, when he i* for your 
-coQvcrfiun, and you are again ft it ; he calls irpon you to 
turn, and you will not ; he bids you do it- prcfentryv 
even to*day 9 'while it is ealled to-day, and you delay, 
and think, it time enough hereafter. He fays it rauft be 

- a total change, and you rhuft be hoJy, and new crea- 
tures ; and you think it is enough to patch up the old 
man,' without becoming new. Who is in the right 
now ? God or you I God calls on you to turn, and to 
live a holy life ? and you will not ; by your difobedicnt 

* lives, it appears you will not. If you will, why do you 
not ? Why have you not done it all this while ? And 
why do you not fall upon it yet I Your wills have the 
command of your lives. We may certainly conclude that 

-you are unwilling to turn, when -you do not turn. And 
why will yon not ? Can you give any reafon for k, that 
is worthy to be called a reafon ? 

It can be bo good reafon which is againit the God of" 
truth. That cannot be light which is contrary to the 

' fun. There is no knowledge. in any creature,, but what 
it had from God $ and therefore none can be wifer than' 
God. It were damnable prefumption for the highefl 
angel to compare with 'his Creator : what is it then for 
a lump of dirt, an ignorant fot* that knows net hjmfelf, 
nor' his own foul, that knows but little of the things 
which he fees, to fet himfelf againit the wifdom of the 
Lord I It is one of the fulleft difcoveries of the horrible 
wickednefs, and the ^lark-mad ncfe of tinners, that fo 
filly a mole dare contradict his Maker, and call in quef- 

• ~tion the word of God. 

And as I know that God mud needs be in the right, 

- fo I know the cafe is fo palpable which he plead* againft* 
that no man can have reafon for it. Is it poffible that » 
man can liave any reafon to break his Mailer's, law i Bxat 
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•4* * 

fun to diihonour the Lord of glory ?• Reafon to ab*fe* 

the Lord that bought him ? Is it poffible that a man cat* 
Tiave any good reafon to damn his own immortal fpuF f 
Mark the Lord's que (lion, Turn ye 9 turn ye,; why will 
ye die f Is eternal death a thing to be denVed ? Are you 
in loveVith hell } \yhat reafon have you, wilfully to>- 
perifh ? If you think you have fome reafon to Jin, fhould . 
you*not remember that Death u the it/ages qfjt* ? And 
think whether you- have any reafon. to uMo yourfelvesv 
body and foul for ever. You mould notonly aflc wheth- 
er you love the adder, but whether you love the fting ?' 
It is fuch a thing for a man to caft away his everlafting 
happinefs, that no good reafon can be given for it : but 
the more any one pleads for it, the madder he thews him- 
felf to be. Had you a lord (hip, or a kingdom offered 
yau for every iin that you commit, it were not reafon* 
but maduefs to accept it. Could you by every fin obtain 
the higheft thing on earth that flefh defires, it were of 
no considerable value to perfuade you to commit iu I£ 
ft were to pleafe your greateft or deareft friends, or to 
obey the greateft prince 'on earth, or to fave your livesy 
or to efcapc the greateft earthly mifery ; all thefe are of 
no confiderationy to draw a man to the committing of one 
sin. If it were a right hand,' or a right eye that 'would 
hinder your falvation, it is the gainfulleft way to cut it ' 
off* or pluck it out. For there h no faving a part, when 
you lofe the whole. So exceeding great are the matters 
ef eternity, that nothing in this world ddfervesr to be 
yarned in ooroparifoji with them j nor can a ny earthly • 
thing, though it were life, or crowns, or kingdoms ; be 
a rcafotiable e*cufe for the neglect of matters of everlaft- 
ing confequence. Heaven is fuch a tiling, that if you - 
lofe it, nothing canfupply the want, or make up your 
Jofs ; and hell is fuch a thing, that if you fuffer it, no- 
thing can remove your mifery, or give you cafe and com- 
fort. And therefore nothing can Be a valuable confide- 
rat,ion to excufe you for neglecting yeur own falvation : 
WbatJhaUit profit a man to gam the whole world) arid lofe 
his 9*u>nf6vl?' 

Othat you did, but know what matters they are which 
we are now fpeaking of ! Tnere is never a foul in helt 
kin knows, by this time, that it was ajaad exchange Xb 
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let go hear&i for Befhly plcafurc : and that it is.not a lit- v «* 
tie mirth, or pleasure, or worldly riches; or honour, that 
will make him a faver that lofes his foul. : , 

If you fee a man put his hand into the fire till it hum 
off, you wiU" marvel at it ; but this is a^hjng which a* 
inan may have reafon for ; as Bifhop Cranmer had, when 
he burnt off his hand for fubfcribing to popery. . If you 
fee a man cut off a leg, or an arm, it is a fad fight ; but 
this is a thing ^hat a man may have' good reafon for : as 
many a man does, to fare his life. If you fee a man 
give his body; to be burnt to* afhe8, and refufe deliverance . 
when it is offered ; thfe is a hard cafe to flelh and blood : • 
but thiaa man may have good reafon for, as many hun- 
dred martyrs have done, • Hut for a man to run into the 
fire of hell ; this is a thing which can. have no ttajbnm 
the world to jtfftify it. For heaven will pay. for the lois 
of any thing we can lofe to get it, or for any labour 
which we beftow for it. But nothing can pay for, the- 
h>6 of heaven-* 

'. I befeiech you now let this word come nearer to your 
hearts. . As you are convinced that you have no reafon: 
to deftroy yourfelves, tell me what reafon have you to 
refufe to turn, and live to God ? What reafon has the 
mod ignorant, carelefs fmner of you all, why he mould 
: not be as careful fo/ his foul as any other ? Will not hell 
be as hot to you as to others ? Should not your 6<u?h foul* 
be ai dear to you as theirs to them ? Has not God as 
'much authority 'over you ? Why then will yon not be- 
come a fan&ined people, as" well as they ? 

And now either you have reafon for what you do, or 
you have not. If not ; will you ga on againit reafon it- 
felf ? But if you think you have, reafon the cafe a little 
with me your fellow-creature, which is far eafier than to 
reafon the cafe with God. Tell me, man* here before 
the Lord, , as if thou wert to die this, hour* why fhouldft * 
thou not refolvc to turn this day, before thou ftir from 
the placa rhby ftandeft m ? What reafon haft thou tode* 
ny, or to delay ?, Haft thou any reafon that fatisfies . 
thine own confeience for it ? Or any that thou dareft ple%d 
at the bar of God ? If thou haft, let Us hear them, bring 
them for{h> But alas, what nonfenfe, Tnjlead ofjrcafons t . ^ 
4? we daily hear from ungodly meiV ?. 
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I. One fays, If none Jhall Ufavtd hut fuch fm&ifUef 
mus as you tall of; heaven vtiS h but empty : God help a 
great many. 

What ! It feema yon think that Gpd does not knowy 
©r clfe that he is not to be believed ! Meafure not all by; 
yourfejves ; God Iras thoufauds and millions of his fane- 
tified one8 : but yet they are few in companion of the 
world. It better becomes yon to make that ufe of thi» 
truth which Chrift teaches you : " Strive to enter in at. 
the flrait gate ; for flrait is the gate, and narrow is the 
way that leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it t, 
but wide is the gate, and broad is the way that Leadeth, 
to deftru&ion, and many there be that go in thereat." 

Object a. I am fun, if fuch as I go to hell, we Jhdl' 
hawftore of company, 

jfnfw. And will that be any eafe or comfort to you i 
Or do you think you may not have company enough in, 
heaven? Will you be undone. for company ? OrwiJlyoiL 
not believe that God will -execute his thrc atenings, be* 
caufe there are fo many that are guilty ? . 

Object, g. Rut I am no whoremonger., nor drunkard., 
W oppreffor ; and therefore nvhyjhauld JW coil upon m 
to fa converted ? 

dnfw. As if you were not lorn afur thefiefb, and had 
not lived after the fleffi as well as others t Is i£ not as 
great a fin u any of thefe, for a man to have an earthly 
'wind, and to love the world above Gad, and to have an 
unbelieving, irohumbled heart ? Nay, Ut me tell you 
more, that many perfons who avoid, difgraceful fins, .are, 
as fgft - .glued* tQ the world, and as much Saves to the fielh, 
and as great (bankers to God* and awfe to heaven, as 
others are in their more fhameful notorious fins. 

Object. 4« -But I mean no body any harm, nor. dp any 
harm ; and why thenfbould Cod condemn me ? * . 

jfnfw. Is it no harm to negleft the kord that made 
thee aawi the workforwhich thou -cameftjnto theworld t 
and to prefer the creature before the Creator, and to 
©eglecl: grace which is daily offered thee ? It is the depth 
of tfcy iinfulnefs to be fo infcnfible of it : the dead ieel 
»Qt"that they are dead. ]£ once thou wert alive, thou, 
wouldft fee enough amifs in thyfelf, and marvel at thy fclf 
for making fo light of it. .' . 
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* Object. 5. / think you would make men mad, under pre* 
fence of converting thepi. 

Anpw. 1. Can you be madder than you are already ? 
Or at leaft can there be a more dangerous madnefs, than 
to ntgfeft yotir cverlaftiirg welfare, and wilfully undo 
yourfcjves ? 

A man is never well in his wits till he be converted ; 
he ftever knows God, nor knows fin, nor knows Chrift, 
tior knows the world, nor himfelf, nor what his bufinefs 
iff on earth, fo as to fet himfelf about it. It is a wife 
world, when - men will run into hell for fear of being out 
of their wits. 

• ' 2. What is tliere in the work which Chrift calls yon 
fa, that mould drive a man out of his fenfes ? Is it the 
loving God, and calling upon him, and thinking of the 
glory td come, and the forfaking our fins, and loving 
one another, and delighting ourfelvcs in the fervice of 
God ? Are thefe fuch things as make meir mad ? 

3. And whereas you fay that thefe matters are too 
-high for 11s. Are the matters which we are made for •, 
and which we live for, too high for us to meddle with ? 
This is plainly to un-man us, and to make beads of us, 
as if we were like them that muft meddle with no higher 
matters than what belong to fkfh and earth. If heaven 
be too high for you to think on, it will be too high for 
you ever to poffefs*. 

4. If God mould fometirires fufFer any weak-headed 
perfons to be diitraftcd by thinking of eternal things : 
this* is becaufe they mif understand th^m, and run without 
a guide. But of the two, I had rather be in the cafe of 
fuch a one, than in that of the mad unconverted world, 
who take their diftrar&itfh to be their wifdom. 

Object. 6. / do not fee that it goes any better with thefe 
<tfho are fo godly , than with other men* 7 hey are as fo$r 
mnd in ar much trouble as others. 

• jfnftp. And perhaps in much more, whcnGod fees it 
meet. They take not earthly profperity for their wages. 
They have laid up their treafure in another world, orelfe 
they are not chriftrans. The lefs they have, the more is 
.behind i and they are content to wait till then. 

Object. 7. $h*n yott have faid all that y^u can, l*m 
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refohed to hope well fend fruft m God f and do at well at t 
tan* and not makefo much ado* 

Anfm. I. Is that doing at well as you can, when you 
will not turn to God, but your heart is agaiaft his holy 
fervice ? It is as well as you mil indeed : but that is 
your mifery. 

2. My defire is, that you fhouk} hope in God : but 
for what is it that you will hope ? Is it to be faved, if 
you turn and be fan&ified ? For this you hare God's 
promife; and therefore hope for it, and fpare sot. But 
if you hope to be faved without conversion ; this is not 
to hope in God, but in Satan. For God has given yon, 
no fuch promife, but told you the contrary 2 but it is 
Satan that made you fuch promifes, and railed you to 
fuch hopes. * 

What fay you, unconverted (inner* ? Have you any 
good reafon to give, why you fhould not turn, and pre- 

, fently turn with all your hearts ? Or will you go to hell 
in defpite of reafon itfclf ? Confider what yoi* do in time, 
for it will fhortly be too late to confider. Can you find 
any fault with God, or his work, or wages ? Is he a bad 
matter? Is the devil whom you ferve, abetter ? Is there 
any harm in a holy life ? Is a life of ungodlinefs better? 
Do you think in your consciences that it would do you 
any harm to be converted, and live a holy life ? What 
harm can k do you ?, Is it harm to you to have the' Spir- 
it of Chriil within you ? And to have a purified heart i 
Is it evil to be like God ? Is it not faid that God made 
man in his image ? Why, this holmefs is his image : this 
Adam loft, and this Chrift by his wdrd and Spirit would 
reftore to you, as he does to all that will be faved. Tell 
me truly, as before the Lord; though you are loth to 
live a holy life, had you n«t rather diem the cafe of thofe 
that do fo, than of. others^ If you were to die this day, 
had you not rather die in the cafe of a converted man, 

. than of the unconverted ? Of a hply, and heavenly man, 
than of a carnal, earthly man ? And would y6u not fay 
as Balaam , Numb, xxiii. 10. Lei me die the death of the 
righteous f and let my loft end be /tie his ? And why will 
you not now be of the mmd which you will be of then ? 
Firft or loft you muflcorae to this ; either to be convert- 
ed, or to wifh you had been, when it is too late-. 
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*But what is it that you are afraid of lofing, if yoy 

'Tarn ? Is it your friends t You will but. sbypgc them; 

>God will be your Friend, and Chrijt aiad the. Spirit wilj be 
your Friend^ and every Chriftian will be your Friend.-*- 
Yo« 'will get one f'kndthat will' ftand you in more ftead 

• than all the friends hi the world could have done. The 
friends you lofe would but have enticed yo.uto hell, but 

'xould not hive delivered you ; but the friend you fet will 
faveyou from hell, and bring you to eternal reft. 

Is it your fleafore that you are afraid of lofing ? You 
think you fhall never have a merry day again, if once yo* 
be converted. Alas ! that you' mould think it a greater 
pleafurcto liVein fooKm (port* and merriments, than live 
in the love of God, and in righteoufnefs, and peace, and 

; joy in the Holy Ghoft. If it be :a greater pleafure to 
you to think of your lands and inheritance, (if you were* 
ford of all the country*) than it is to a child to play for 
pins : why mould it notbe a greater joy for you to think 
of the kingdom of heaven being yours |han of all the 
riches or pleafures of the world ? I have had myfelf but 
a little tafte of -the heavenly pleafures in the fore-thoughts 
of the blefled day, and in the prefent perfuafion .of the 
love of God in Chrtft -; but I have taken too deep a 
draught of earthly pleafures; and yet I muil profefc 
; from that little experience, that there is no comparjfon : 
'there is more joy to be had in a day (if the Sun of life 
-'mine clear upon its) in the ft ate of holincfs, than in a 
whole life of finful pleafures. It is but your unfeh&ified 
nature, that makes a holy Hfe feem grievous to you. If 
•you will hut Turn, the Holy Ghoft will give you another 
nature, and then it will be more pleafant to you to be 
r rid of your fin, than now it is to ieep it : and you will 
then fay, that you knew uot what a comfortable life 
*was til! now, and that it was never well with you till 
^God and -hojinefs were your delight. 
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DOCTRINE VII. ' 

■If after all this, men will not Turn, it is not the fault wf 
God that they are condemned, but of themfelvet, even their 
own wilfulnefs. They die becaufe they will die, that is % 
becaufe they will not Tu.n. . 

IF you will go to hell, what remedy ? Cod here ac- 
quits himfelf of your blood ; it (hall not lie on him, if 
you be loft. A negligent minifter may draw it upea 
himfelf; and thofe that encourage you, or hinder you 
'not in -fin, may draw it upon themselves ; but be furcof 
.it, it ihall not lie upon God. The Lord fays, concern- 
ing his unprofitable vineyard, Ifa. v. 3, 4. Judge, I fray, 
-betwixt me and my vineyard* What could have been done 
more to my vineyard, that I have not done in it ? What 
^ could he have done more ? He. has made you mien, and 
endued you with reafon 4 ,he has furnimed you with all 
external neceflaries, all creatures are at your fervice $ 
he has given you a righteous, perfect law. When you 
had broken it, ^ and undone yourfelves, he had pity om 
you, and fent his.Son by a miracle of condefcending mer- 
>cy to die for youi and be a facrifice for your fins, and he 
was in Chrifi reconciling the world unto Jxmfelf The 
Lord Jefus has made you a deed of gift of himfelf, and 
• eternal life with him, on the condition you will but ac- 
cept it, and return, tie has on ibis rcafonablexondjtioa^ 
offered you the fre< pardon of all your fins ; he has writ- 
ten this in his word, and fealed it by his Spirit, and fent 
'it you by his minifters a they have made the offer to you 
an hundred, and an hundred -times, and .called you to 
accept it, and turn to God. They have in his name in- 
treated you, and rcafoned the 4afe with you, and an- 
fwered all your frivolous objections. He has long waited 
on you, and ftatd your leifure, and Fuffered you to abufc 
him to his face. He has mercifully fuftained you in the 
midft of your fins : he has compaffed you about with all 
forts of mercies ; he has alfo intermixed afflictions to re- 
mind you of your folly, and call you to your fenfes : and 
his Spirit has been often ftriving with your hearts, and 
faying, "Turn, fianer, turn to him that calls thee* 
'Whither art thou going ? What ait thou doing ? Doft 
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thou know what will be the end ? How long wilt thorn 1 
bate thy friends, and love thine enemies ? When wilt thou" 
hit go all, and Turn, and deliver up thyfelf to God, and' 
give thy Redeemer the pofltffion of thy foul? When 
fliall it once be V* Thefe pleadings have been ufed withr 
thee. - And when thou haft delayed, thou haft been urged 
to make hafte, arid God has called to thee, To~day\ 
subtle it is called to-day 9 harden not your heart: Why not 
now without any more delay ? Life has been fet before 
you ; the joy« of heaven have been opened to you ia the 
gofpel ; the certainty of them has been raanifefted : the 
certainty of the evcrlafting torments of the damned has 
been declared to you. Unltfs you wofcld have had a r 
fybt of heaven and helU what could joti have defired 
more ? Ghnft has been, as it were, let forth crucified 
before your eyes. You have been a hundred times told, 
that you are but loft men till you come to him : as often 
you have been told of the evil of fin, of the vanity of fin, 
the world, an.d all the pleafurcs and wealth it can afford r 
of the fhortnefs and uncertainty of your lives, and the 
endlefa duration of the joy, or torment' of the life to 
come. All this, and more than this have you been toId f r 
imd told again ; and though all this has not converted" 
you, yet you are alive, and might have mercy this day, 
if you had but hearts to entertain it. And now let rea- 
ibn itfelf be judge : whether it be the fault of God or 
you, if after all this you will be unconverted and be 
damned ? If yon' die aow, it is becaufe you will die. — 
What could be faid more to you ? or what courfe can 
be taken, that is likelier to prevail ? Are you able to fay, 
and make it good, " We would fain have been convert- 
ed, and become new. creatures, but we could not ; we 
^ would fain have forfaken our fins, but could not 5 we 
would have changed our company, and our thoughts, 
and our difcourfe, but we could not.'* Why could you- 
not, if you would ? What hindered you but the wicked- 
nefs of your hearts ? Who forced you to fin ? or who^ 
held you back from duty ? Did God put in any excep- 
tions againftyou in his word, when he invited finners ta 
return ; and when he promifed mercy to thofe who do 
return ? Did he fay, I will pardon all that repent except 
thee? Did'hefhut you out from xhe liberty of his holy 
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Worihip ? Did he forbad 'you to pray to him any- mova*. 
tlian others ? You know he did not. God did not </r*v* 

you away from him, but you ran away yourfelves. . 

And when he called you to him, you would not come*. 
If God had excepted you out of the general promife and. 
•fier of mercy: or had faid to you, "Hand off, I will? 
have nothing to do with fuch as you, pray not to me, . 
for I will not hear you ; if you repent ever fo much, and, 
cry for mercy ever fo much, I will not. regard you :'* 
then you had a fair excufe. You might have faid, T<h 
what endJb&U I repent and turn* when it will da no good ? - 
But this was not your cafe. You might have had Chrift* 
to be y cur Lord and Saviour, your Head aad Hatband;. 
as well as others, and you would not; becaufe you felt 
not yourfelf fick enough for the phydcian ; andbecaofe 
you could not fpare your difeafe ; in your hearts- y do* 
laid as thofe rebels, -Luke xix 8 14. WewiUnU bow thm 
man to reign over V9. Chrift would have gathered you urn*, 
der the wings of his (alvation* and you would noti What 
defircs of your welfare did the Lord ex pre f* in his holy / 
word ? With what companion did he. Hand over you- and* 
fay, 4t O that my people had hearkened unto me, and 
that they had walked in my ways ! O that there were, 
fuch a heart in this people, that they would fear me*, 
and keep all my commandments always, that it might be 
well with them, and with -their children forever I O that: 
they were wife, tkat they underftood- this, and that they- 
would coniider their latter end !" He would have beeit. 
your God, and done all for you: that your fouls could; 
deftre : bat you< loved the world and your fieih above him* 
and therefore you would not hearken to him : though you. 
complimented with him, and gave him high titles, yet 
when k came to the doing, youw&uid have none of him... 
No marvel then, if He gave you up to your own hearts* 
lufls, and you waited in your own covnfek. He conde- 
scends to reason* and pleads the cafe with you, and aiks* 
you, " What is there ia me, or my fervice, that you.- 
fliould be fo much again ft me I What harm have I don* 
thee, (inner ? Have I deferad this unkind dealing. at. 
thy hand ? Many mercies have I (hewed thee ; for wbichv 
•f them doft thou thus defpife me ? Is- it I, or is it Sa- 
t*u, tip* is thy enemy I Is it.IjQr i* it thyftlf t)*a& 
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would undo thee ? Is it a holy life, or a life of fin which 
thou haft caufe to fly from ? If tho« be undone, thou 
procured this to thyfelf, by forfaking me, the Lord that, 
would have faved thee." " " Do ye thus requite the 
•Lord, O fbolifh people, and unwife ? Is he not thy Fa-, 
ther that hath bought thee ? Hath he not made thee and 
eftablifhcd thee V* Deut. xjrxii. 6. When -he faw that 
you forfook him even for nothing, and turned away 
from your Lord, to hunt after the chaff and feathers of 
the world, he told you of your folly and called you to 
a more profitable employment, Ifa. lv. 2, 3. " Where- 
fore da ye fpend money for that. which is not bread, and 
your labour for that which fatisfieth not ? Hearken dili- 
gently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let 
your foul delight itfelf in fatnefs. Incline your ear, and 
come unto me :• hear, and your foul fliall live ; and I 
will make an everlaftihg covenant with you, even the fure 
mercies of David.'* And when, you would not hear, 
what complaints have you put him to, charging it on you 
as your wilfulncfs, and ftubboron«fs I " Be aftonifhed, 
ye heavens, at this, and be horribly afraid — For my 
jtfOple have committed^ two evils : they have forfaken 
me the fountain of living waters : and hewed them out 
cifterns, broken cifterns,.that can hold no water." • Ma- 
ny a time has Chrift proclaimed that free invitation to 
you, Rev. xxii. 17. Lei him that is athirjt, come : and. 
whofoever will, let him take the water of life freely. But 
you oblige him to complain after all his offers, They will' 
not c«me to me, that they may have life, John r. 40. He 
has invited you to a feaft with him in the kingdom of his 
grace ; and you have had excufes from your grounds,, 
and your cattle, and your worldly bufinefs, and when 
you would not come, you faid you could not : and provo- l 
ked him t* refolve, that you mould never tafie ofhisfup* 
per. And whofe fault is it now but your own ? And* 
what can you fay is the chief caufe of your damnation, s 
but your own Wills ? you weuJd be damned. 
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U St. 

F^ROMheuce youmayfee* not only what blafpbe- 
my and impiety it is, to lay the blame of men'a. 
&ion upon God : but alfo how unfit thefe wiektd? 
watches are to bring in fuch a charge againft their Ma- 
ker, They cry out againft God, and fay* He gives 
them not grace, and his threatening! are fevere, and. 
God forbid that all fhould be damned that are not con- 
verted ; and they think it hard meafure that a fhort fin 
fliould have an endfefs ftiffering i and if tbey be damned, . 
tiicy fay, they cannot help it : , when, in the mean time,, 
they are bufy about their own deftru&ion, even cutting 
the throat of their own fouls, and will not be perfuaded 
to 3 1 old their hands. They think Gad would be cruel, if 
he ihoulddamn them : and yet they are fo cruel to them- 
/rives, that they will run into the fire of hell : when.* 
God has told them it is a little before them, and neither- 
intrcaties nor threatening*, nor any thing that can be 
far J, will flop them* We fee them almoft undone : their 
cartkfa worldly lives tell us that they are in the power of 
the devil | we know if they die before they are converted, 
alt the world cannot fave them i and knowing the uncer- 
tainty of their lives, we are afraid every day left they 
drop into the fire. And therefore we ktreat them to-» 
pity their own fouls, and not to undo themfelves when -. 
mercy is at hand : and they wiM not hear us* We intreat 
them to caft away their fin, and come to Chrift without 
detey, and to have fome mercy on themfelves ; but they. 
will have none* And yet they think* that God mirft be 
cruel, if he condemn them. O wilful, wretched fin- 
ne ;■} I It is not God that is cruel to you ; it is you. that 
are £ruel to yourfelves. You are told you muft Turn, or 
bum, and yet you Turn not. You are told that if you 
will keep your fins, you (hall keep the curfe of God with* 
tr era ; : and yet you will keep them. You are told that 
there is no way to boppinefe but by bolinrfsy and yet you 
will not be holy. What would ycu have God to fay 
more to you ? What would you have him do with his 
mercy ? He offers it you, and you will not have it— 
Y ou are in the ditch of fin and mifery, and he would give 
ioihaudto help you out, -and you rcfufe hi« hclg :..■ 
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he would cleanfe you from'your fins, andyou would rather 
keep them. Would you have him being you to heaven,,* 
whether yon will or no ? Ox would yo». have Hiin bring , 
you and your fins. to. heaven together ? Why, that's an,, 
impoflibility -j. you may as well expect h^foould turn the 
fun into darknefs. What! an unfan&ified heart be in, 
heaven ? It cannot be :.. There nothing entercth that is*. 
unclean, Rev, xxi. 27. .**■ All the day long^ hath he 
ftretched out his hand* to a difobedient and gatnfeyjng- 
f^eople."' What will you do now ? Will> yourcry r to • 
God for mercy ? Why God caU& upon-y** to hfcve mercy* 
upon yourfelves^and you will not « Miaift^rs fee the 
poifoncd cup in the drunkard** handy asd tettbus, There 
if jwifon in it* and defke him, t,o have mercy t on. .his foul,, 
and forbear, and he will not heaftits :„ drink, it hamujl and' 
will : he loves k^. and therefore- though bell icomes next,.. 
he fays he £%nnot help iU. What ifcould one fay to fuel}, 
men as thefe ? ; We>tell the usgodty, , Sfc It is not fuch a,.. 
life that will ferve the turn, or ever bring you, to heaven. 
If a bear was at your back, you would mend. your pace,,;,, 
and wherUbcs enrfe of God is at your back, and Satan ■. 
and. h#ll iarer at your back, wiH yoa not ftir, but aflc* 
what needs' all this ado ? Is an immortal foul of no more 
worth ? Q/have mercy upon yourfelvcs !" But they 
will have no mercy upon themfelves* We tell theoi, the 
end will be bitter.. Who can dwell with ♦ everlaftrngj- 
fire ? And 'yet they wUibave no mercy upon themfelves. 
And will thefe mamelefs wretches fay, that God is more? 
mercrful than to condemn them ? When it is themfelve* 
that cruelly run upon condemnatK;u, and we cannot ftof^< 
- them. - If we fall down on our knees to them* we can- 
not ftop them ; . but to hell they will go, and yet will 
not. believe that they are going thither> If we beg, of. 
them for the fake of God that made them,,, and prefer vet. 
tjhem ; for the. fake of Chriil who died for them ; , for tha 
lake of their own poor fouls, to pity themfelves, .and go 
90 further in the way to hell, but come to Ch rift .while 
bis arms are open, and enter into life while the door 
ftands open, and now take mercy while mercy may be 
had ; they will not be perfuaded. - And yet they: fay* 
I hope God will U merciful Did you never confides 
what he fays* Ifa. xxvii, \i» " It it a people of 00 ur 
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derftanding ; therefore he that made them will not have- 
mercy on them ; and he that formed them will (hew* 
them no favour. ,>v If another man will not clothe you- 
when you are naked, and feed you when you are hungry, 
you will fay he k unmerciful. If he mould caft you into 
prifon, or beat* and torment you, you would fay he is 
unmerciful. And yet yqu will do a thousand times more 
againft yourfelves, even caft away both foul and body 
forever, and never complain of your own unmercifulnefs*. - 
Yea, and 1 God, who waited upon you all the while with? 
bis mercy, mufir be taken to be unmerciful* if he puniuV 
you afttir all this. Unle(s the holy God of heaven wUl- 
give thefe wretches leave to trample upon his Son's blood,, 
and do delpite to the Spirit of grace, and fet more light- 
ly by faying mercy, than by the filth of their flefhly 
pleafures ; and unlefs after all this he will fave them by 
the mercy whicji they caft away, God himfelf muft be- 
called unmerciful. But he will be juftified when hc^ 
judge th ; and he will n«t ftand or fall at the bar of a 
finful worm, 

2. From hence. you may obferve, i. What a Aibtle* 
tempter SataH is. 2. What a deceitful thing fin is. 3. 
What afoolim creature corrupted man is. Afybtlt temp* 
ter ihdeedi that can perfuade the greateft part of the 
world to go wilfully into everlafting fire, when they have 
fo many warnings and dhTuafives. A deceitful thing i* 
Jin indeed, that can bewitch £0 many thoufands to part ' 
with everlafting life, for a thing, fo bafe and utterly nn- 
worthy ! A foolifh creature is man,, that will be cheated^ 
of hjs falvation for nothing; yea, fbra knewn nothing ?- 
and that by an enemy, and a known enemy. ^.You would 
think it iropoflible that any man mould be perfuaded -for 
a little to caft himfelf into the fire, or watery to the de— 
ftru6tion of his life ; and ytt men will be enticed to caft 
themfelves into hell. If your natural lives were in your 
own hands, fct that you- mould not die till you would kill < 
yourfelves, how long would moft of you live ? and yet . 
w/hen your everlafting life is fo far in your own hands 
under Ged,, that yon cannot be undone till you undo 
yourfelves, how few of you will forbear your own undo- 
is? ! Ah, what a filly thing is man! and what a be* 
"ng and. befooling thing 1 is fin I 
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f Ea-ftly : Ybjt may* hence learn-, that the greaicfrene* 
my to man is himfelf ; and the greateft judgment in thiftt 
life that caw befal him, k to be left to himfelf , . and that* 
the great work which grace has to do, is to fave us from* 
onrielves : and the greateft.complaints of .men* mould be' , 
againil themfelves.; and the greatcnVwork that we have* 
to do ourftlfes, is to reQSt ourfelves ;,and the greatefe* 
enemy which we Should daily pray, and watch, and ftrivc 
againft, is our own hearts and wills ; and the greatehV 
part of your work, if-yoiii-will do good to others and* 
belpth?m to heaven, is to fare them., from tbemfehres*. 
even fro »Ofct heir ownrb&nd u«d«rfta»ding*, and corrupted/ 
wiUey and perverfe affe&ioats, and violent pafiions, and: 
unruly fenfea ; . I onJy« name all thefe for brevity?* fake*, 
and leave them to your further confideratioov 

Well, now we have feuad out the greet -muedererofi 
fouls, (even men's feives* their owns wills) wkat remain* 
but that yon eonfefs thi*gnea* i«i<pihy before the LobgV 
amL be humbled for it j • acd d&fo no mora To thefe 
ibree endatdi&io£ly,, I /hall add a? few wordi* more; I; 
farther to coR-viaee you* & ToTharnble youk And}*. 
Ta reform y*»u» 

Ik We- know fo muck of the txecedfag gracimtt nature- 
0f GWiw&q isi witting to da good* and delists tofaewt 
mercy, that we have no reafon to {ufpe& him of being* 
the caufe of our desrfb, or- to call him cruel. He made 
all good* aad he preserver and maintains aft: the eyee*. 
of all things wait upon him^odhe give*! them their raeafcr 
indue feafon ; he open* hit hand, and fatisfies the de* 
Area- of- ajl t he living. He is not.only righteous in oU hii> 
wayst (and therefore' will dealjuuUy) -aid htdy it* all hi* 
work* (and therefore. not the author of fin) but Hei*. 
aifft frod tmall i arnd hit tondeft wrcus or* omer ail hi** 
works, 

. But as for- ma** we knowrhis mind is dark, his» will is • 
fierverfet hi* a#c6Uon* carry him i<* headlong, that he>- 
i* fitted by his folly apd corruption to fach a vwork a* 
the destroying of himfeift u &et no man fay when he m . . 
tempted* that he is tempted of God ; for God cannot 
be tempted with evil* neither tempteth he any man, (tm 
draw him tQ fm) but every man is tempted, when he ia . 
ia drawn away oihia own luft*. and enticed TktnsAem-. 
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luft hmk conceived, it bringeth forth fin ; and fin, wlteu 
it is fintfhed, bringeth forth death." You-fee here that* ' 
fin is the brat of your own concupifcence, and that death 
is the offspring of your own fin, and the fcuit which it' 
will yield you as foon as it is ripe; You have a treafure 
of evil in yourfelvcs, as a fpider hath of poifbn, from- 
whence you are bringing forth hurt to yourfelvcs, andi 
fpinning fuch webs "as entangle your own fouls. 

2. It is evident that you are your own deftroyers, m- 
that you are £q ready to entertain anf temptation that is of* 
fered. Satan is fc arc c readier to move you to any evil;. 
thaa you are ready to do as he would' have you* If he 
would tempt your undemanding to *rror and prejudice,. 
you yield. If he would hinder you from good refolu- 
tions, it is foon done. If he would kindle any vile af- 
fc&ion or defire in you, it is foon done : if he would 
wrive you on to evil thoughts, or deeds, you are fo free* 
that he needs no fpur y if he would keep you from holy- 
thoughts, and words, and ways, a little does it, you- 
need no eurb. You examine not his fuggeftions, nor 
wrfift them with any refolution, nor cad then* out as he 
cafts them in, nor quench the f parks -which he endea- 
vours to kindle ; but fet in with him, and meet him 
half way, and embrace his motions,, and- tempt him tor 
tempt you. 

3. Your deftru&ion is evidently owing to ' yourfelves* 
is that you refill all who would -help to fave you. God* 
would help and fave you by his word,, and you refifftit ;; 

it is too ftricVfor you. He would- fanclify you by hit* 
Spirit, but you refill and quench it. If any man reprove* 
you for your fin, you fly in his face ; if he tell you of 
your danger, you give him. little thanks, but cither bid" , 
him look to himfelf, or at heft, put him off with heart* 
• kfs thanks. 

4. Moreover, it is apparent, that you are felf-deftroy- 
crs, in that you draw the matter of your /inland de/fru8ion% 
even from the bhjfed God himftlf You tike not- the con- 
trivances of his wifidpm : you like not his juftice, bat 
take it for cruelty-: you like not his holinefs, but are 
ready to think he is fuch a one as yourjelves, P/al. I. 
a J , and'foakes as light of fin as you : you like hot his> 
truth*, but would have his threatenings, even his psremp* 
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4orj threatening* prove falfe. And hit goodnefs, 
Vhich you fcem nioft highly to approve, you partly re* 
fift, as it would lead you to repentance; and partly abrife, 
to the (lengthening of your fify as if you might the 
jnore freely fin, bec4ufe God is merciful. / 

5 Yea, you fetch deft ] ru8ion from the bkfed Redeemer ',.' 
and death from the Lord of life inmfelf Nothing more 
emboldens you in fin, than that Chrift has. died for you ; 
' as if now the danger of death were Qvcr, and you might 
boldly venture : as if Chrift were become a^fervant to Sa- 
tan, and muft wait upon you while you are abufing him. 
.And beeaufe he- is become the Phyficiaa of fouls, and is 
able to fave^to the uttermoft all. that come to God by 
-him ; you think he muft fave you whether you will come 
to God by him. or no. So that a great part of your lint 
.are occasioned by your bold preemption upon the death 
o£ Chrift. 

6. He gives many bleffings to yon as the tokens of hit 
'lovt and furniture for'his fcrvice, and you tuna then a* 
gainft him to the plcafing of your fleih* You eat audi 
drink to pleafe your appetite,, and not for the glory of 
God. Your clothes you abufe to pride. Your riches 

-draw your hearts from heaven. Your honours and ap- 
•jplaufe puff you up. If you have health and ftrength, 
•it makes you more fecure. Yea, other tften's mercies 
» are abufed by you to your hurt. If you fee their ho»- 
'ours and dignity, you are provoked to envy them. If 
you fee their riches, you. are ready to covet them. If 
you look upon beauty you are ftirred up toluft. And ft 
is well if godlinefs be not an eye-fore to you. 

7. The very gifit which God beftcnus on you, and the 
'ordinances of grace, you turn to fin./ If you have bet-* 
ter parts than others, you grow proud and felf-conceited. 
You take the bare hearing of your duty Tor fo good a 

.work, as will excufeyou for not obeying it. Your pray- 
ers are turned into fin, beeaufe you regard iniquity in 

-^ our hearts y Pfal. lxvi. 18, and depart not from iniquity, 
when you call on the name of the Lord. Your prayers art 
abominable y beeaufe you turn away your -ear from bearing 

Ahe law, Prov. xxviii. 9. And are more ready to offer 
the facrifice of fools, (thinking you do f God fome fpecial 
fervice) than to hear hit word, and obey it, Ecclet* v I. 
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And thus I might (hew you in winy other >ca&», to* 
vyou turn all that comes nearyou to your own (kftr nation; 
fo dear is it that the ungodly are feif-deftroytrs, and 
that their perdition is of themselves. 

Methinks, now, upon the coofideratkm of what is 
(•id, and the review of yourtwn ways, you {hould con- 
sider what you have clone, "and be afbamed and deeply 
humbled. If youi ie bo t, I pray yon confider tfeefe Jb£- 
«lowing truths 

i. To Be your own deftroyvrs, is *to fin againft the 
^repcft principle in your natures, even the principle or" 
•felfVprefervatiom Every thing naturally delimits own 
^welfare* or perfection. And will -you fet ^yoorielves to 
your own deftra&km ? When yo* are commanded to 
tlove your neighbours as yourfelvcs, it is fuppofed that 
•you' natumlly love y onrfelve^rbut if you love your neigh- 
bours no better than yourfelves, it feems you would ha*e 
«all the world damned. 

2. How ^extremely do 'yrwerofs your own intentions'! 
4 know you intend not your own damnation, even when 
»youare procuring it ; you tWnkytni are but <k>ing good 
HO yourfelves, by . gratifying the defircs of your flefli. 

But, alas, it is as a draught of cold water in a burning 
* fever, which hicreafe s*be difea fe. jf indeed you • wouM 
•have pleafore, profit, oriionour, leek them where they 
-are to be found, not an the way* to kefl. 

3. What pity is it that you ihotrld do that agaiftft 
*your(clacs, which none elfe«in earth or hell can do. ff 
♦all the world were combined agaitrft you, or all the de- 
vils, in hell, they could not-deftroy you without your- 

JeHes; Andwill you 3o p tbat againftyowfeives, which 
-no one eJfc can do ? You hawebatefoi thoughts of the 
v«levtl, becaufe he" is your entray, and endeavours >your 
*deftruc\k>« . And will you be worfe than devils to yow 
-reives I But thus it ss wiehryou when you run into fin, 
v.aod rcfufe to turn at the callof God 5 you do more '«- 
;^gamft your own fouls, them -men or devils oould do be- 
*£de. And if you (hould fet yourfelves to do yourfelves 
«tbe greateft msfchiefy yoircotJd not devife a greater. 

4. It will everl aft tngiy make you your tmn tormeat- 
'orsin hell, 1 to think that you brought yourfelve* wilfu%~ 
. t» that mu£<yu O what a griping thought it wtjU be 4J» 
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•ttkink with yourfelvcs, That this was ,your own doing ^! 
That "you were warned of this day, and warned again, 
%ut h would not do-: /that you wilfully finned, and 
-wilfully turned away from God: you had time as well 
'as others, but you abufed it : you had i teachers as well 
-as others, bufyou refufed their inftru6tions-: you^ had 
•holy examples but you did not imitate them: you 
were. offered Chrift, and grace, and glory, as well as 
others, but you preferred your flefhly pleafure : you 

• had a price in your hands, but you had not a heart to 
lay it out. Can it choofe but torment you to think of 

' this your folly ? O that your eyes were opened^ to fee 

• vhat^you have done in the wilful wronging of your owii 
•fouls! and that you better underftood thefe words of 
•Ood, Proy. viiL 33, 54, 35, 3^6. " Hear inftrudtfon and 

be wife, and refufe it not. Bleffcd is the man that hear- 
eth me f watching dairy at my gales, waiting at the pofts 
of my doors. "* -For whofo findeth me, findeth life, and 
' (hall obtain the favour of the Lord. But he that finneth 
againft me, wrongeth his own foul ^ All they that hate 
*me, love<ieatk." 

" CONCLUSION. 

AND mow I am come to the conclufion of this work, 
my heart is troubled to think how I fhall leare 
you ; left, after this, the fefh mould ftill deceive you, 
-and the world and the devil fhould keep you aflecp, and 
1 fhould leave you as I found you, till you awake in helL 
Dear friends ! X am fo loth you fhould lie in everlafling 
-fire, that I once more aik you what you refijlve on ? 
Will you tufrn or die ? As far as you are gone in fin, do 
but now turn and come to Chrift, and your fouls fhall 
live. If it were your bodies which we had to deal with 
we might know what to do for you. Though you would 
not confent, you might be held or bound* while the 
-medicine *was poured down your, throats, and hurtful 
things might be kept from you. But about your feujt 
it cannot be fo : we cannot convert you againft your wills. 
There is, no carrying mad-men to heaven in fetters.. You 
<may be condemned againft ytur wills becaufe you Jintui 
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-mnth your wills : but y©u cannot be favtd ogainjiryewr 
wills* The wifdom of God has thought meet -to lay 
* man's falvation or deftru&ion exceeding much upon the . 
•choice of his own will : that no man fhall go to heaven 
<who choofes not the way to' -heaven i amd no man (hall 
go to hell, but fhall *be forced to fay, I have the, thing £ 
ehoofe ; my own will did bring me- bete. Now if 1 could 
but get you to be willing, to be thoroughly and refohUely 
willing, the work were more than half done. An4» 
alas ! muft we lofe wr friends, and muft they lofe their 
'God, their kappintfs, their fouls, for want of this ? I do 
>again befeech you, tag if it' were on my bended, knees, 
that you' would hearken to your Redeemer, and Turu 9 
that you f may live. All you that have lived in ignorance , 
>oareleffi>ef6, and prefumption, to this day : all you that 
.have been drowned in the cares of the world, and have 
no defire after God, and eternal .glory.: all youths are 
enflaved to yowr flefhly defircs, of meats, and i } ■•■ , -»°, 
'fports, <and lufts : and all you that know not the i 
iity of holinefs, and never were acquitted with thr f- 
Wying work of the Holy Ghoft upon your fouls ; t. 
never embraced your bleffed Redeemer by a lively fail- 
and with admiring and thankful apprehenfions of .. 
love,- and that never felt a higher eiiimation of God and 
- heaven, and a heartier love to them, than to the things 
{; bdaw : I carneflly befeech you, not only for my fake, 
but for the Lord's fake, "and for your foul's fake, that 
: you go not ©ne day longer in youi* prefent condition ; 
*buf look about you, and cry to 6od for converting 
l grace* that you may efeape the plagues vrfhich are be- 
fore you. Deny me any thing that ever I fliall aik you 
formyfelf, if you will but grant me this. Nay, as ever 
you will do any thing at the requeft of the Lord that 
made you and redeemed you, deny. him not this.: for if 
you deny him this, he cares for nothing that you (hall 
grant him. As T ever you would have him hear your 
prayers, and grant your requefts, and blefs you at the 
tyour of death, and day of judgment, deny not his re- 
'queftnowin the day -of your profperitjr. O believe it, 
'death and^ judgment, and heaven and hell, are other 
matters whtn you -come near them, thaa they feem afar 
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Well, I hope that fome of you are by this time pur- 
posing to turn and live <: and that yau are ready to aflc? 
mt f aa the Jews did Peter, when they were pricked in , 
their hearts, What jhall <we do ? How. may we came to he- 
truly cdnverted ? W-e are willing f if we -did but know our 
duty. God forbid that wejhould chufe d^lruMion^ byre* 
fifing converfion, as hitherto we have done. 

If thefe b* the purpofes of your hearts, I fay of yott i » 
as- God did of a pYomifing people, Deut. v. 38, 29, 
"They have well faid, all that they have fpoken. O' 
that there were- fuch a heart in them, that they would 
fe"ar itfe, and keep all my commandments always ?" — 
Your purpofes are good : O that there were but a heart 
in«you to perform thefe purpofes 1 ! And, in hopethere- 
of; I fhati gladly give you direction what to do ; and" 
that but briefly, that you may the eafier remember it 
for your practice. ' 



1 



DIRECTION- I. 

F you would be converted and faved, labour to under* 
if fiand the- neceffitf and -nature of converfou* - 



Confider what a lamentable condition you are is till 
your converfion, that-y&u may fee it is*not a ftate to be 
rcftedjn. t You are under the guilt of all the fins that 
ever you committ-ed*; and under^the iwrath of God, and* 
ttye curfe of -*h» law : you arc bound flaves to the devil,, 
and daily employed in hit wark^againft the Lord, y&ur-* 
Selves, and others: you arc Spiritually dead, as being 
void of tne holy life, and nature, and^ image of the Lord. 
You are unfit for any holy- work, and do nothing that is - 
truly plcafing to God. You are without any promife 
,or aflurance of his protection, and live in continual dan- „ 
ger of his juftice, not knowing what hour you may he * 
ftiatched awafy to hell ; and moft certaia to be damned, 
if you die in that condition. And nothing fhort of con- 
version can prevent it. Whatever amendments are fl)ort 
of true converfion, will never procure the faring of your • 
fouls. - Keep the true fenfe of this natural mifery, and 
of theacceflity t>f converfion on your hearts. And then* 
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you muft underftand what it is to be converted t it is t»> 
have a new heart* or difpofition, and a new conversation*. 

Queft. For what mujl we turn f 

jfnftv. For thefe ends following, which you may at- 
tain : You (hall hereby be made living members of Chrift,. ' 
and have an intereft in him,, and be renewed after the 
image of God, quickened with a new and heavenly life,, 
and faved from the tyranny of Satan, and the dominion, 
of fin, and bejuftifted from the curfe of the law, and 
have the pardon of all the fins of your whole lives, and 
be accepted of God, ■ and made his fons,. and have liber* 
ty with boldnefs to call him Father* and go to him by 
prayer in all your wants,, with a promife of acceptance ;. 
you ftiali have the Holy Ghoft to dwell in you, to fane* 
tify and guide you : you (hall have part in the commun- 
ion, and prayers of the faints : you (hall be fitted for 
God's fervice $ and mall have the promife of this life, and 
that which is to come. - 

And, at death, your fouls (hall go to Chrift \ and at 
the day of judgment both foul and body fliall be juftified 
and glorified, and enter into your Matter's joy. 

All this the pooreft beggar of you. that is converted: 
/hall certainly and endlefsly enjoy. 

DIRECTION IL 

IF you will be converted and faved, be muehinfecret^ 
ferious confiderathn. I neonfideratenefc undoes the- 
world. Withdraw yourfelves often into fecrecy, and 
meditate on the end for which you were made i on tbef: 
life you have lived, the time you have loft, the fins you 
have committed j on the love and fufFerings and fulnefs. 
of Chrift ; on the danger you are ivf\ or the nearnefs of 
death and judgment $ and. on the certainty and excellen- 
cy of the joys of heaven j and on the certainty and ter- , 
ror of the torments of hell, and eternity of histh 5 and on. 
the neceifity of conyerfion and a holy life. « . 
■*•*- •■•■'" .„,.■'."■■. 

DIREQTIOM IH. / r 

IF you will be converted and faved, attend upon the. word* 
of God r which u the ordinary means* Read thcfcrijg£ 
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tore, or bear it read, and other holy writings, which do 
apply it, conftantly ; ai*d : attend on the public preach- 
ing of the word. As 6od will lighten the world by the 
fun, and not by himfelf alone without it : fq wiU he con-, 
ve.rt and fave jnen by his minifters, who are the lights of. 
t He world. When he has , miraculoufly humbled. Paul*-! 
he fends Ananias to him, A&sJvz. 10. and when he has 
fent an angel to Cornelius, it is but to bid him fend for 
E.eter, who muft tell him what he is^tq believe and dQ. 



DIRECTION IV. 

jyETAKE yourj "elves to Gad in. a courfe ofearneft', conr 

'**** Jiant prayer. Confefs and lament your former lives, 

and beg his grace to illuminate and convert you. Be- 

feech him to pardejir . wjfrat is~paft r ai>4 to give you hit 

fpirit and change your hearts andlives; and lead you in 

tys. ways, and fe*e you fronj. ten)pt»tiqn* ; And ply th^, 

w^orK da)ly, and be.ttot weary of it, 

» 

Section, v.. 

T^RlESENTL Y glyc over your hpQtvn ap# wilful pits, '. 
"* M^e aJpan4>ai4g9thatWjayin(^Hrtbcr. Be drunk ; 
no more: hut avoid the glac,e and occafion of it. Can\ 
away your lufts and., fipf$ pjeajures wjth, dclcftatjon.,. 
Curfe and fwear ,aqd, rail no more ; and if you have 
wronged any, rejt ore as Zaqheus did. If you, will com- 
init again your o\$ fwis, wjiat blcffiag c«m you exped oa 
the mean* for cQnyqrfi.qn^ " 
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nRESMNTLF if $ 9$hh t chffingc >ywncotfpany. 
* by forfakiug.your;iicceirary<reiaHon8, f ^ut your _ 
necefTary and. finful companjpns ; ^^jmn ymrf'l^l^k- 
\Uf* thai fear tht Lord. . * . " . "" 
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0IRECTIQN yiL 

J\EhIFER tfp ywrfclves to tU Lord Jefus as the- 
•*~* phyfician of your /wis, that he , may pardon you by 
iris bloody and fanftify you by his fpirit, by his word and' 
ounifters, the inftruments of rtisfpirit. J3e is the Way, 
the Truth,, and: the Life; there is no coming, to the Fa- 
tker but byjhim, John xiv. 6. Nor is there any other " 
name under heaven, by which you can be faved, A8s iv. . 
12. Study therefore his perfoa and nature, and what he. 
has done and fuffered for you, and what he is to you ;. 
and what he will be;, and how he. is fitted to the full fup-- 
plyof all your, nepeffitics.. 

DIRECTION VIII- 

flT you mean, indeed, to turn an<Jlive, do it witliout- 
delay. If you be hot willing to turn to-day , you are- 
not willing to do it at. all. Remeraember you are all this . 
while in your blood*; under the guilt of many thoufand^ 
fins* and under God's wrath, and fovi ftand at the very * 
brink of- bell; there is but a ftegl>etween you. and death, 

- And tjiis js not. a cafe: for a man to be quiet, in* Up. there-^. 
fore prefentlyj and Hy. for your lives; as yoq would be ; 

^onfe out of your houfe, if it were all on fire over your-} 
head, O*, if you did but know what^dfcnger youjfoe in t > 
and what daily unfpeakable lofs you do faftain, and what 
a. fafer and fweejer life yon/might lire, you would not t 
ftand trifling, but |>r«fently turii,. Multitudes mifcarry 
<wlio wilfully delay, when. they are convmecd that it muft. 
fee done. Your lives are ihort and uncertain; and whatt 
a ofe are you in, if.ypu.die before ypu thoroughly tum?^ 
You have ftajd too long already ; and wronged God^ 
too long; fin gets ftrength fcflSJLrooting, while jrou. delay. „ 
Your^ouverfion will grow.more hard and douutfuL You- 
liave much to do, and therefore put not all off to the/ 
laft, left God forfake you, and give you xtp to yourjelvefe,, 
m$d then you arc undone for ever. . . 
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DIRECTION IX. 

IF you will turn and live, do it unreservedly absolutely,. 
and universally* Think not td capitulate with Chrift, 
and divide your heart' betwixt him and the world ; and 
to part .with some fins, and keep the reft. This is but 
felf-deluding ; you. muft fbrfake all you have, or elfe you 
cannot be his difciples, Luke xiv. 26, 53. If you will 
not take God and heaven for your portion," and lay all 
below at the* feet of Chrift, but muft needs alio have your 
good things .here,, and have an earthly portion, and God* 
and glory is not enough fbr yoa ; it is in vain to dream of 
falvation on thefe terms : for it will not be* If you feem 
cyer fo religious, if yet it be but outfide righteoufnefs*. 
this is as certain a way to death, a* open profanencf*,. 
though it be plaufible. 



DIRECTION X. 

F you will turn and live, do it refotvedly, and ftand not 
ftill deliberating, as if it were a doubtful cafe. Stand 
not wavering, as if you were yet uncertain, whether God; 
•r the flejh be the better mafter; or whether heaven or 
hell be the better end: or .whether fin or holinefs be the 
better way. But away with jour former lufts, and pre- « 
fently, habitually, fixedly refolve : be not one day of one. 
mind, and the next of another, but be at a point with all' 
the world, and refplvedly give up yourfeves, and all you« 
have, to God. Now, while you are reading or hearing, 
this, refolve. Before you flecp another night, refolve.. 
Before you ftir from this place, refolve. Before Satan, 
have time to take you off; refolve. You never turn in* 
deed, till you do refolve 5.- and that with a firm, and u«- 
changable refolution. * 

And now. I have done my J)art in this work, that you 
may turn at the call of God and bve. What will be* 
oome of it, I cannot tell." I have caft the feed at God's 
command : but it is not in my power to give the increafev 
I can go.no further with my mefiage : I cannot bring it? 
ta$o«r hearty or make it work:. I cannot do y$ur parts- 
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for you, to Entertain it : -I cannot, do God's part by open- 
ing your heart to caufe you to entertain* it; nor can I 
(hew you heaven or hell to your eye-fight, nor give yo». 
sea* aad tender hearts. 

But % thou that art the gracious Father of Spirits, thou ~ 
haftfworn thou deligbteft not in the death of the wicked, but 
rather that they turn and live; deny not thy blejftngs to theft ?'. 
perfusions and directions, andfuffer not their enemies to tri- 
umph in thyjight, and the great deceiver of fouls to prevail' 
againfttby Son, thy Spirit, and thy Word. pity poor 
unconverted sinners, that have no hearts to pity or help 
themselves s command thehlind to set , the deaf to hear, and 
the dead to live, and let not Jin and death he able to resist 
the*. Awake the secure ; resolve the unresolved : confirm 
the wavering; and let the eyes of sinners that redd these, 
lines, be next employed in weeping over their sins ; find bring, 
them to themselves, and- to thy Son, before their Jin have, 
brought them to perdition. If thou say but the word, these 
poor endeavours shall prosper *o the winning of many *- 
soul to their everlasting Joy, and thine everlasting Ghry*. 
Aouea, 
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